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SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW
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ABOVE: Stephanie Coleman, owner of Valley 
Cakes & Bakes of East Wenatchee, talks about 
her cakes as Noemi Villasano, third from left, 
and her family walk around the 35th NCW 
Bridal Premiere show looking for ideas for 
Villasano’s planned May 2022 wedding. The 
bridal show, postponed from January due to 
the pandemic, was held at the Wenatchee 
Convention Center on Saturday.

RIGHT: Lacy Boosinger models a 
wedding dress at the bridal show. Rather 
than a full-on bridal fashion show, event 

organizer Katrina Anderson, owner of 
Katrina’s Wedding Boutique, opted to 

have a couple of models wearing dresses 
this year along with mannequins.

BY TONY BUHR AND OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writers

WENATCHEE — A change in how the state 
measures smaller counties in its pandemic 
reopening plan could 
push Douglas County 
back into Phase 2 while 
Chelan County remains 
in Phase 3.

The governor’s latest 
“Healthy Washington” 
plan evaluates counties’ 
COVID-19 metrics 
separately. In the past, 
the Chelan and Douglas 
counties have been 
measured together, as 
they are in the same 
health district, said 
Kristen Maki, state 
Department of Health 
spokesperson.

Why this matters 
is because Douglas 
County has a population 
of fewer than 50,000 
people, which means 
it has a different set of 
metrics to stay in Phase 
3, according to the gover-
nor’s reopening plan.

“It is what it is and 
we don’t have much 
capacity to change it,” 
said Dr. Malcolm Butler, 
Chelan-Douglas Health 
District health officer, in 
an email. “It will cause a 
lot of confusion locally, and I am aware that the 
governor has a lot more to worry about than 
confusion in Chelan and Douglas counties.”

All counties moved to Phase 3 on March 22. 
The state will evaluate the counties — including 
Douglas County — on April 12 and decide 
whether they will remain in Phase 3 or move 
back to Phase 2.

COVID-19

Will Douglas and

Chelan counties both

remain at Phase 3?

BY NEVONNE MCDANIELS

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — At 
first glance, North Central 
Washington’s unemployment 
numbers for January look 
good, with some rates below 
those recorded a year earlier, 
before the pandemic’s arrival.

But hold off on the 

cartwheels, say the state’s 
regional economists — 
though a small fist-bump of 
celebration might be in order.

“It looks like a bit of a 
mixed bag when looking 
at the job numbers and 
labor force numbers,” Paul 
Turek, state economist with 
the Employment Security 
Department, said Friday in an 

email.
The unemployment rate 

is only part of the picture, 
which includes big losses in 
nonfarm jobs — 3,200 jobs in 
Chelan and Douglas counties 
alone since the pandemic hit 
— in various industry sectors. 
Also, flux in the labor force 
that was of concern leading 
up to the pandemic is still in 

play, as are changes in agricul-
tural employment.

The state Employment 
Security Department’s 
year-over-year statistics, 
comparing January 2021 with 
January 2020 released March 
16, show:

 �The unemployment rate 
for the Wenatchee Metro-
politan Area, which combines 

Chelan and Douglas counties, 
is 7% for January this year, 
compared to 6.7% last 
January.

 �Douglas County’s rate 
is 7.2%, below last January’s 
7.4%.

 �Chelan County’s rate 
ticked upward — 6.9% 
compared to last year’s 
6.3% — but nowhere near 

double digits experienced in 
the midst of the COVID-19 
shutdowns.

 �Grant and Okanogan 
counties with an 
unemployment rate in the 8% 
range this year. It was in the 
mid-9% range last year.

All are running above 

Jobs report ‘a mixed bag’; rates down — but there are a lot fewer jobs, too
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“It will 
cause a lot 
of confusion 
locally, and 
I am aware 
that the 
governor 
has a lot 
more to 
worry about 
than 
confusion 
in Chelan 
and Douglas 
counties.”

DR. MALCOLM 

BUTLER,  

HEALTH OFFICER

Chelan-Douglas 
Health District

BY REILLY KNEEDLER

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Thousands 
of acres of National Forest land 
in Central Washington will be 
targeted for prescribed burning 
this spring as officials prepare for 
the summer fire season.

The current plan calls for just 
over 9,500 acres of burning across 
Chelan, Okanogan, Yakima and 
Kittitas counties in early April 
and May, according to a Forest 
Service news release.

Planned fires reduce potential 
fuels for unplanned wildfires. 
The following sites are planned 
for prescribed burns in Chelan 
County:

 �25 Mile Creek, 382 acres, 18 
miles northwest of Chelan

 �Forest Mountain, 173 acres, 11 
miles west of Chelan

 �Forest Johnson, 1,254 acres, 3 
miles northeast of Ardenvoir

 �Switchback Canyon, 110 acres, 
3 miles north of Ardenvoir

 �Dill Creek, 34 acres, 9 miles 
north of Ardenvoir

 �Crum, 83 acres, 3 miles 
northwest of Entiat

 �Moe/Roaring Ridge, 128 acres, 
1 mile southwest of Ardenvoir

 �Tillicum, 401 acres, 5 miles 
west of Ardenvoir

 �Fishpole/Natapoc, 550 acres, 1 
mile southwest of Fish Lake, WA

 �Upper Peshastin, 650 acres at 
the summit of Blewett Pass off of 

Highway 97
 �Mission, 900 acres, 4 miles 

west of Wenatchee
 �The following sites are 

planned for Okanogan County:
 �Goat, 839 acres 2 miles east of 

Mazama
 �Lost Driveway, 419 acres 

adjacent to Mazama and 7 miles 
northwest of Mazama

 �Lucky, 56 acres, 6 miles 
northwest of Winthrop

 �Sherwood, 365 acres, 10 miles 
northwest of Winthrop

 �Deer, 363 acres, 10 miles 
northwest of Winthrop

 �Ortell, 302 acres, 10 miles 
northwest of Winthrop

 �Benzer, 66 acres, 11 miles 
southeast of Twisp.

Forest Service plans 4,665 acres of prescribed burning in Chelan County
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A firefighter sets underbrush on fire during a prescribed burn in the Okano-
gan-Wenatchee National Forest above Plain in April 2019.
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BY PETE O’CAIN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Kinder-
garten through fifth-grade 
students in the Wenatchee 
School District will return to 
full-time, in-person learning 
on April 19.

Middle school and 
high school students will 

remain on a hybrid learning 
schedule for the remainder 
of the school year.

The change comes after a 
3-2 vote Monday evening by 
the Wenatchee School Board.

The new model was 
recommended by Superin-
tendent Paul Gordon.

“I understand that there 
will be frustration with me. 

I understand that. I fully 
accept that,” Gordon said 
during his opening remarks. 
“But I do believe this is 
the best decision for our 
organization.”

The meeting was 
prompted after Gov. Jay 
Inslee last week approved 
a 3-foot social distancing 
guideline between students 

in school, a recommen-
dation made by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The CDC previ-
ously endorsed a 6-foot rule.

A survey published by 
the district last week found 
parents and staff at odds 
on the matter: a majority of 
parents were in favor of a 
return to in-person learning 

while a majority of school 
staff were not.

Gordon said 57 staff 
members indicated that 
they would take a leave of 
absence if students returned 
to school.

Washington Department 
of Health guidelines allow 

Full-time classes return April 19 for K-5 students
Grades 
6-12 to 
remain 

on hybrid 
schedule Please see CLASSES, Page A7

Paul Gordon
Wenatchee  
School District 
superintendent


