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BY PETE O’CAIN

World staff writer

WATERVILLE — On the wall 
beside the metal detector are 
plaques listing the past 30 recip-
ients of the NCW Fair Commis-
sioner Awards. Sixty-plus chairs 
are spaced apart in the roughly 
10,000-square-foot room. A 
wagon wheel hangs from above.

If this sounds vaguely like 

the Community Hall at the 
NCW Fairgrounds in Water-
ville that’s because it is. But for 
the near-term future, it’s also 
Douglas County Superior Court. 
For trials, that is.

“We’ve got a lot of people who 
are waiting for their trials and 
it’s time to get moving again,” 
Judge Brian Huber said last 
week. “Because I think we can 
do so safely.”

The temporary move allows 
trials to proceed while adhering 
to COVID-19 guidelines.

Day-to-day hearings will still 
be hosted out of the Douglas 
County Courthouse, but trials, 
which require large pools 
of people to gather for jury 
selection, plus a range of people 
participating and observing 
the trial, will be held at the 
Community Hall.

There are microphones for the 
judge, attorneys and witnesses, 
speakers for the audience to 
hear and a pair of big-screen 
monitors to display evidence or 
documents. The chairs in the 
jury box and in the courtroom 
are spaced for social distancing.

Huber got the idea from 
Okanogan County Superior 

Jury trials move to NCW Fairgrounds

‘It’s going to be something of an adventure’

World photo/Don Seabrook

Defense attorney Justin Titus walks to the temporary Douglas County Superior Court at the NCW Fairgrounds in Waterville on Friday for a jury trial.

Please see TRIALS, Page A7

“I think being able to 
see and hear 
everything adequately 
in an expanded space 
is just different from 
what we’re used to.”

JUDGE BRIAN HUBER

Douglas County Superior Court

BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Health officials 
are uncertain about vaccine supply in 
the next couple months as COVID-19 
rates increase in Chelan and Douglas 
counties and more people become 
eligible today for COVID-19 vaccines. 

“We’re seeing an increase in 
[COVID-19 cases] in our younger 
populations throughout the area, 
specifically with youth events and 
with bars and restaurants,” Chelan-Douglas 
Health District Administrator Luke Davies 
said Tuesday. “And we are concerned that it 

is going to push us back a phase.”
As of Monday, Chelan County 

had a 218.9 COVID-19 rate per 
100,000 over the last 14 days while 
Douglas County had 109 new 
COVID-19 cases in the last 14 days. 
The numbers threaten a return to 
Phase 2 for Chelan and Douglas 
counties under the state’s “Healthy 
Washington” reopening plan.

The two counties have until 
April 12 to see COVID-19 numbers 

drop far enough to remain in Phase 3. 
Davies asked the community to continue 
to wear masks as it remains a useful tool in 
combating the virus.

“Also, we’re seeing that there is a bit 
of an interruption in terms of the supply 
chain from the federal government,” he 
said. “There’s a difference between what 
they say is going to become available and 
what they’re forecasting for us. We’re 
hoping to get more clarity from them in 
the next couple of weeks.”

With the state’s plan to have every 
adult eligible for the vaccine by May 
1, the health district’s plans hinge 
on getting the allocation it has been 
promised.

“It’s our plan by May 1st to have 

COVID cases increase; more eligible for shots today
‘We are concerned that it is going to push us back a phase’

Luke Davies
Chelan-Douglas 
Health District 
administrator

Sign up for shots at vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov
NCW — People seeking 

the COVID-19 vaccine should 

use a different state website 

for their search as of today.

People who believe they 

are eligible to get vaccinated 

can go to vaccinelocator.

doh.wa.gov, according to a 

state Department of Health 

news release.

The state is removing the 

phase finder tool to make 

the process easier and get 

more people vaccinated 

as quickly as possible, the 

release states. The vaccine 

locator page is available in 

30 languages and will be 

available in seven more by 

the end of April.

The state will continue 

to use phases for making 

people eligible to get 

vaccinated, according to the 

release.

The state today is 

expanding to Phase 1B Tier 3 

and 4, meaning the following 

people can get vaccinated:

 � Anyone over age 16 with 

two more serious illnesses

 � Staff and volunteers in 

congregate settings

 � Restaurant workers

 � Anyone age 60 and older

 � Construction workers

 �Manufacturing workers

— Tony Buhr, World staff

Please see COVID, Page A7

BY HOWARD SCHNEIDER 
 AND CHRIS CANIPE

Reuters

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
Texas Rangers plan to welcome 
a capacity crowd of about 40,000 
for their Major League Baseball 
home opener on April 5. In 

Seattle, meanwhile, attendance 
at the Mariners’ first game of 
the season on Thursday will be 
capped at 9,000, roughly 18% of 
capacity.

In the country’s fitful battle 
for economic recovery from 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
a lot may ride on whether, 

come September, attendance 
for America’s pastime looks 
more like the Rangers than the 
Mariners.

With nearly a third of U.S. 
adults having received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine 
and more states and cities 
relaxing restrictions that have 
become a staple of life over the 
last year, progress toward a full 
re-engagement in public life 
remains a haphazard affair.

How the MLB regular 
season unfolds as 30 mostly 

As the boys of summer return, 
U.S. economy holds its breath

USA TODAY Sports/Jerome Miron

A view of the stands and the open roof during the game between the 
Texas Rangers and the Houston Astros at Globe Life Field in Arlington, 
Texas, on Sept. 24, 2020. The Rangers are planning for a capacity 
crowd of 40,000 fans at its home opener next week. Please see ECONOMY, Page A7


