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BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Chelan 
and Douglas counties 
qualified by the slimmest of 
margins to remain in Phase 3 
of the “Healthy Washington” 
pandemic reopening plan. 
Relieved community leaders 
thanked the public for their 
cooperation and a chamber 
director urged residents to 
get vaccinated.

Gov. Jay Inslee announced 

Monday that only three 
counties — Cowlitz, Pierce 
and Whitman — would move 
back to Phase 2 of the state’s 
reopening plan. The rest, 
including Chelan and Douglas 
counties, will remain in Phase 
3.

“It was a breath-holder there 
for a bit,” said Dan Sutton, 
chair of the Chelan-Douglas 
Board of Health and a Douglas 
County commissioner.

With the uncertainty 
cleared and the announcement 

made, Sutton 
said they are 
pleased to 
be staying 
in Phase 3. 
It would not 
have been 
possible 
without the 
community’s 
cooperation, 
he said.

The Wenatchee Valley 
Chamber of Commerce also 
thanked the community for 

remaining vigilant against 
COVID-19, said Shiloh Burgess, 

chamber executive director.
“Now that vaccines are open 

to anyone over 16 beginning 
Thursday, we hope those 
who are willing and able, will 
choose to get vaccinated to 
help us stay healthy and open,” 
Burgess said.

This announcement comes 
after a last-minute change 
on Friday when the gover-
nor updated criteria so that 
counties would only roll back 
a phase when they failed both 
COVID-19 metrics in the 

reopening plan. Both Chelan 
and Douglas counties remain 
in Phase 3 by passing one of 
the metrics.

Counties will be reevaluated 
again in three weeks — on 
May 3. Counties must qualify 
individually, based on metrics 
according to their popula-
tion size. Douglas County is 
considered a small county, 
while Chelan County is 
considered a large county.

Looking ahead, the gover-
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BY LUKE HOLLISTER

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — In 
a galaxy not so far away, 
children’s jaws dropped as 
they gazed at Lego space-
ships. “I love all the Star Wars 
things,” said 7-year-old Beau 
Montoya while at Saturday’s 
Nick’s Bricks event inside 
Pybus Public Market.

Other favorites of Beau 
include “that guy fighting 
Darth Vader” and a multi-
colored Lego transformer. “I 
love ‘em,’” he said.

Beau was one of many 
excited children at the 
annual Lego gathering, which 
switched to a walkthrough 

Nick’s Bricks is back — and so are the smiles
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Beau Montoya, 7, checks out a Lego Star Wars Imperial Star Destroyer. The Lego creation, which was about as big as Beau, was part of the Nick’s 
Bricks event at Pybus Public Market on Ssaturday. BELOW: Karen Rutherford, an event organizer, sets up a display.
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Wows and 
whoas 
could be 
heard 
throughout 
the morning 
as children 
spotted 
some of the 
biggest Star 
Wars- 
themed 
displays.

BY SAM FLETCHER

Columbia Basin Herald

QUINCY — A new gift of land to 
The Nature Conservancy, 282 acres 
near Quincy, will help secure a future 
for the endangered Columbia Basin 
pygmy rabbit.

The land will become part of The 
Nature Conservancy’s existing Beezley 
Hills Preserve.

The Nature Conservancy has an 
active partnership with the Washing-
ton Department of Fish and Wildlife 
to conserve pygmy rabbits by provid-
ing suitable habitat and release sites, 
engaging volunteers to assist with 
pygmy rabbit conservation and 
release efforts, and offering temporary 
housing for staff and researchers at the 
Moses Coulee Field Station.

The pygmy rabbit is the smallest 
rabbit species in North America. It is 
mostly gray, but can be brown. It was 
emergency-listed as endangered in 
2001 and has remained that way since.

What’s best for agriculture is best 
for the pygmy rabbit — they like deep 
soil and dense vegetation, said WDFW 
biologist and pygmy rabbit coordina-
tor Jon Gallie. While human coloniza-
tion initially drove out the Columbia 
Basin population, the most recent 
threats to the species are disease, 
brush fires and drought.

The Pearl Hill fire in June 2020 
seared three years of release efforts, 
two breeding enclosures, four acclima-
tion pens, 100 square miles of habitat 
and half of all Columbia Basin pygmy 
rabbits.

That’s why the new donation is 

so valuable, said Nature Conservan-
cy media relations manager Robin 
Stanton. It didn’t burn.

“It’s super, super important habitat 
now, because it’s high quality habitat 
that was not damaged by fire,” she 
said.

The land was donated by Peter 
Lancaster, lifelong pygmy rabbit 
enthusiast, and the estate of Paul 
Schuster.

Lancaster grew up in East 

Gift of land near Quincy helps in recovery of pygmy rabbits
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A Columbia Basin pygmy rabbit  
nibbles on sagebrush in the  

Beezley Hills Preserve. A recent land 
donation will help provide a suitable 

habitat for the endangered rabbit.
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BY REILLY KNEEDLER

World staff writer

EAST WENATCHEE — The Douglas 
County PUD Commission on Monday 
approved a new rate structure that governs 
the cost of bringing power from external 
sources into the county for new large 
customers.

The approval comes after several 
meetings with local elected officials who 
expressed concern about the power delivery 
rate’s potential effects on economic growth 
in the county.

PUD commissioners heard a few 
additional submitted public comments in 
their meeting Monday afternoon. In a short 
discussion before the rate was approved, 
Commissioner Ron Skagen and General 
Manager Gary Ivory both said the rate will 
be fair and beneficial to customers.

“We’re excited to get this rate in place 

Douglas PUD 
passes new power 
delivery rate policy
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BY CHRIS MEGERIAN

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Federal health 
officials said Tuesday that they were urging 
a pause in the use of Johnson & Johnson’s 
COVID-19 vaccine after reports of six 
serious blood clots.

The announcement is a severe blow 
to the U.S. vaccination campaign, which 
has counted on public faith in the rapidly 
developed inoculations and growing 
supplies in order to protect Americans 
from the coronavirus and bring an end to 
the pandemic.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has scheduled an emergency 
meeting for Wednesday.

“Until that process is complete, we are 
recommending a pause in the use of this 
vaccine out of an abundance of caution,” 
said a joint statement from Anne Schuchat, 

U.S. urges pause 

in use of J&J 

COVID-19 vaccine
Concern is over blood clots
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