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BY IAN DUNN

World staff writer

CASHMERE — After 101 years 
in business, the Liberty Orchards 
Company, makers of Aplets & 
Cotlets, has announced plans to 
close June 1.

Company President Greg Taylor 
said it was decided three years 
ago to sell the business and if they 
couldn’t sell it, to close.

“There’s been a lot of interest. 
We’ve had some good negotia-
tions with several prospective 
buyers but we were never able to 
put together a deal. We tried long 

enough, it was time to move on. We 
just recently made the decision to 
close the business by June,” Taylor 
said.

While the closure comes during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Taylor 
said it is not directly related to 
the pandemic. From an operating 

standpoint, it made it harder to 
be in business and it did have a 
negative effect on some sales, but 
the online business actually grew 
during the pandemic, he said.

The pandemic made it much 
more difficult to sell the business, 
he said.

“We had a number of interested 
parties. When the pandemic came 
on last spring, they walked away 
from exploring it further because 
they had bigger issues with their 
own businesses,” Taylor said. “It 
made it a difficult climate to find a 
buyer for the business.”

The company was founded in 
1920 by two Armenian immigrants, 
Mark Balaban and Armen Tertsa-
gian, who owned a small orchard 
and developed the Aplets & Cotlets 
candies which became the staples 
of the company.

Liberty Orchards to close after 101 years
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Liberty Orchards president Greg Taylor

“We’re proud of the legacy we have left, the 
employment we’ve provided and the 
customers we’ve served.” 

GREG TAYLOR, PRESIDENT

Liberty Orchards, makers of Aplets & Cotlets
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BY PETE O’CAIN

World staff writer

WATERVILLE — Seventeen 
months ago. That was the last time 
Edith Rodríguez Chávez saw the 
inside of her daughter’s bedroom.

She didn’t dare go in.
“It’s that I say that she’s still in 

there,” Rodríguez said.
Hannia Dalay Paulina Mosqueda 

Rodríguez, or simply Paulina, was 
found dead March 17, 2020 in a 
Wenatchee ravine five months after 
she went missing. She was 18.

Paulina’s death was ruled a 
homicide by the Chelan County 

 HOMICIDE UNSOLVED ONE YEAR LATER

The family’s pain endures; investigation continues
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Edith Rodríguez Chávez, on Monday outside the bedroom of her daughter, Hannia Dalay Paulina Mosqueda Rodríguez. BELOW: The Rodriguez 
family has an altar in their living room with photos of Hannia Dalay Paulina Mosqueda Rodríguez.
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“We’re in a 

pandemic, I 

understand, but 

it’s been too long. 

It’s going to be a 

year since her 

death, and they 

haven’t given us 

any results.”

EDITH RODRÍGUEZ CHÁVEZ

Paulina’s mother 

BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Anywhere between 
8,000 to 12,000 essential workers in Chelan 
and Douglas counties are now eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccines starting today.

The Chelan-Douglas 
Health District will 
be working with local 
partners to vaccinate 
as many people as 
possible who qualify 
under Phase 1B 
Tier 2 of the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout plan, Luke 
Davies, district health 
administrator, said 
Tuesday.

Critical workers 
working in enclosed 
spaces will be 
eligible for COVID-19 
vaccines, including 
workers in agriculture, 
grocery stores and 
public transit.

To find out if 
someone qualifies 
under Phase 1B Tier 
2, go to wwrld.us/
phase.

Local partners in 
the area will make 
sure that people from 
Phase 1B Tier 1 who 
have not received 
the vaccine can still 

receive the vaccine moving forward, Davies 
said.

Davies said that the state has had 
challenges with COVID-19 vaccine federal 
allocations these last four weeks. The health 
district will have a better idea of supply 
going into early April, according to Davies.

“This will help all of our local providers 
who are working to get essential workers 
and people who may have barriers to 
access at the Town Toyota Center,” Davies 
said. “We’re expecting the number of 

COVID-19

Thousands more 

vaccine-eligible 

starting today
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“We’re 
expecting 
the number 
of vaccine 
doses to 
rise 
significantly 
starting in 
April.”

LUKE DAVIES,  
ADMINISTRATOR

Chelan-Douglas 
Health District  
 

 

BY PATRIC HAERLE

Washington State Journal

OLYMPIA — Debra 
Lekanoff always makes sure 
to appreciate her surround-
ings, whether she’s spend-
ing time in nature or on 
the House floor 
at the Capitol 
in Olympia, 
where she has 
served for 
the past three 
years as the 
Democratic 
representative of the 40th District 
in the northwest corner of the 
state.

“I sit right in the middle of the 
People’s House. I have my Repub-
lican colleagues to my left and 

my Democratic to the right, and 
watching our two parties work 
together for the best of Washing-
ton state ... continues to be one 
of the highlights,” she said of her 

time in the Legislature.
The only Native American 

lawmaker in the state, Lekanoff 
came up against the same 

kind of hurdles 
women of color 

across the country 
face when they run 
for public office.

“I ran against 
five white males,” 

Lekanoff said about her first 
campaign in 2018. “It was an ugly 
and racial race. Coming from 
a predominantly Democratic 
district, I dealt with more racism 
than I thought I would ever see. 

I actually had one [candidate] 
say, ‘You have to choose between 
being Native and being American. 
You have to pick one or the other, 
because you can’t pick both.’”

But Lekanoff doesn’t hold 
grudges. She takes a long view.

“It was a good learning 
experience, because I couldn’t 
look at them with judgment,” 

Washington’s only Native American lawmaker cuts a path in Olympia

Debra Lekanoff is the only 
Native American serving in the 

state Legislature. Lekanoff, a 
member of the Tlingit tribe, 
represents the 40th House 

district in the northwest corner 
of the state.
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