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BY ZACH JOHNSON 

 World sports writer

WENATCHEE — Tootsie Rolls have always been 
coach Jim “Papa” Parker’s calling card.

No matter what gym, track field or cross country 
course the Pioneer Middle School Bears were 
competing at over the past two decades, Papa had a bag 
full of them.

“He would walk over to the kids and toss them into 
the air yelling, ‘Food Fight! Food Fight!’ and the kids 
would scramble to grab them,” said Brian Vickery, a 
Pioneer Middle School physical education teacher and 
Papa’s son-in-law. “Everyone who has played a sport 
here remembers those Tootsie Rolls.”

Last Friday, some of Papa’s former cross country 
runners and track athletes (now at the high school) 
and Pioneer’s current cross country team returned the 
favor.

Led by a fire truck blaring its siren, the caravan 
of runners wearing Tootsie Roll T-shirts crossed 

‘FOOD FIGHTS FOREVER’: COACH PARKER’S OPUS

Jim ‘Papa’ Parker honored by Wenatchee XC runners
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Middle school cross country runners stop by to say thank you to coach Jim “Papa” Parker last Friday before dropping a Tootsie Roll in the 
basket sitting next to him. BELOW: After dropping off their Tootsie Roll, the runners fanned out in the street and said “We love you, Papa!” in 
unison before gathering on his front lawn to take a group photo.
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BY ALYSON MCCLARAN AND KEITH COFFMAN

Reuters

BOULDER, Colo. — A 21-year-old man 
faces 10 counts of murder in connection 
with Monday’s mass shooting at a Colorado 
grocery store, but his motive remains unclear, 
authorities said on today.

The suspect, identified by police as Ahmad 
Al Aliwi Alissa of Arvada, Colorado, was in 
stable condition after he suffered a leg wound 
in an exchange of gunfire with responding 
police officers at the King Soopers outlet in 
Boulder, about 28 miles northwest of Denver, 
on Monday afternoon.

The 10 victims, whose names were released 
at a Tuesday morning news conference, range 

in age from 20 to 65 and 
include Eric Talley, an 11-year 
veteran of the Boulder police 
force. Talley, 51, was the father 
of seven children and had 
recently been looking for a 
less dangerous job, according 
to a statement released by his 
father.

Police identified the nine 
other victims as Denny Stong, 
20; Neven Stanisic, 23; Rikky 

Olds, 25; Tralona Bartkowiak, 49; Suzanne 
Fountain, 59; Teri Leiker, 51; Kevin Mahoney, 
61; Lynn Murray, 62; and Jody Waters, 65.

Authorities have not yet offered a possible 
motive for the bloodshed, which came six days 
after a gunman went on a killing spree in the 
Atlanta area, fatally shooting eight people at 
three day spas before he was arrested.

Investigators said they were confident 
Alissa had acted alone, though they did not 
offer any details on what might have motivat-
ed the massacre.

Alissa is expected to be released from the 
hospital later on Tuesday and transported 
to jail to await an initial court appearance, 
officials said.

Monday’s attack, which began around 
2:40 p.m., drew hundreds of police officers 
to the scene and sent terrified shoppers and 
employees fleeing for safety amid the sound of 
gunfire.

The shooting added to the Rocky Mountain 
state’s tragic list of mass killings that include 
some of the most shocking episodes of gun 

Colorado mass shooting

Suspect faces 10 

murder counts; 

motive unclear
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BY PAUL ROBERTS

The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — As Washington state 
moved into the third phase of Gov. 
Jay Inslee’s COVID-19 reopening 
plan Monday, the response by many 
residents, business owners and experts 
seemed to be a mixture of optimism, 
anxiety, and weary resignation over 
just how far the state still has to go.

Many welcomed the rule changes, 
which will allow live attendance at 
sporting events and will boost indoor 
capacity at restaurants, retailers, 
fitness centers and other indoor spaces 
to 50%, as signs of progress against 
COVID-19 and critical steps for a 
battered economy.

“It’s definitely going to make a 
difference,” said Antonio Lovett-
Grimm, 47, as he stood at his Grimm 
Brothers Foods stall at the Pike Place 
Market Saturday. “It’s just going to give 
people a little bit more confidence.”

That confidence will be key for 
businesses that have struggled since 

Inslee ordered the first stay-at-home 
order a year ago.

Seattle alone has seen the permanent 
closure of more than 260 street-
level business locations, including 
183 downtown, since the start of the 
pandemic.

And even as Washington’s broader 
economy continues to recover, 
unemployment remains elevated — 5.6% 
as of February, compared to 3.8% a year 
earlier, while the number of Washing-
tonians filing new claims for jobless 
benefits is nearly double the level before 
last March’s shutdowns.

“We believe moving to Phase 3 will 
have a meaningful impact on economic 
activity in downtown, particularly as 
we move into spring and summer,” said 
Jon Scholes, president and CEO of the 
Downtown Seattle Association.

Certainly, many consumers seem 
ready for a less-restricted economy.

In recent weeks, commercial districts 
in and around the Seattle area have 
been busier as people take advantage 
of the warmer weather and the return 

of indoor dining, which was allowed 
in much of the state at 25% in 
mid-February.

On Saturday, the Pike Place Market 
in Seattle’s downtown was thronged 
with shoppers and tourists, many of 
whom came for the annual Daffodil 
Day celebration.

People are “just tired of being 
locked in,” said Sean Brewer, 34, a 
sales associate at the Moon Valley 
Organics stall in the market. “People 
are seeing that light at the end of 
the tunnel — and they’re sprinting 
towards it.”

Many Mariners fans were delighted 
after the team announced that 9,000 
fans would be allowed to attend 
opening day April 1.

But amid the excitement and antic-
ipation of a return to normality, there 
was also a palpable sense of how much 
work remains before Seattle and the 
rest of the state fully reopen.

Most of the office workers who are 

State enters Phase 3’s loosened restrictions with hope, anxiety

BY MAI HOANG

Yakima Herald-Republic

YAKIMA — Yakima 
County is slated to see a big 
increase in COVID-19 vaccine 
doses under a federal pilot 
program.

Under the program, which 
starts March 31, Yakima 
County is expected to 
increase the capacity of the 
recently-opened drive-thru 
vaccination site at State Fair 
Park in Yakima from 200 
vaccines to 1,200 vaccines 
daily, said Stephanie Badil-
lo-Sanchez, a spokeswoman 
for the Yakima Health 

District. Doses also will be 
distributed through additional 
mobile vaccination units 
throughout the Yakima Valley.

“We know Yakima County 
has been particularly hard hit 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic with disproportionally 
high infection rates as well 
as hospitalizations compared 
to the rest of the state and 
our region,” Badillo-Sanchez 
said in an interview Monday. 
“That’s why we’re very thank-
ful for this partnership we 
have now. Our county leads 

Yakima Valley to get more 
vaccines for State Fair Park, 
mobile sites through FEMA
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BY PETE O’CAIN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — A key 
vote is expected this week on a 
proposed sales tax that would 
fund a low-barrier shelter and 
expand services to the homeless 
in the Wenatchee Valley

If approved by the Wenatchee 
City Council, the one-tenth of 
1% sales and use tax would each 

year generate 
$800,000 to 
$900,000 in 
Wenatchee and 
$400,000 in East 
Wenatchee.

East 
Wenatchee 
City Council 
approved the 
tax March 16, 
but it must be approved by both 

cities for the 
tax to go into 
effect. The city 
of Wenatchee 
will host a 
public hearing 
Thursday where 
the city council 
is expected to 
vote on the tax.

“I think 
they’re prepared to vote,” said 

Wenatchee Mayor Frank Kuntz.
Drawing the money for 

the low-barrier shelter and 
homeless services from general 
funds is not sustainable due to 
recurring costs each year, said 
East Wenatchee Mayor Jerrilea 
Crawford.

Wenatchee Mayor Frank 
Kuntz also said the city already 
spends roughly 50-55% of its 
general fund budget on what he 

broadly termed “public safety 
issues.” This includes police 
and costs paid to the county 
jail, prosecuting attorney, public 
defense attorneys and courts.

“You take it from your general 
fund and that just means less 
money on roads, less money 
in parks, less money in other 
places,” Kuntz said.

If the ordinance is passed, 
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Vote on tax for homeless shelter likely this week
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