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BY TONY BUHR

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Gov. 
Jay Inslee toured the Town 
Toyota Center’s mass vacci-
nation site Wednesday and 
expressed his appreciation 
for the effort made by local 
leaders and volunteers.

The Town Toyota Center 
is one of the most effective 
vaccination sites in the state, 
reaching 1,100 vaccinations a 
day, Inslee said. Inslee gave 
a pin to Washington State 
National Guard Lt. A.J. Davis 
for his work helping manage 
the vaccination site and named 
him the Washingtonian of the 
day.

Inslee tours the Wenatchee TTC vaccination site

World photos/Don Seabrook

Gov. Jay Inslee talks with Washington National Guard Sgt. Brittney Taylor while Caitlyn Smith with the guard takes a COVID-19 vaccination to a patient 
during the governor’s tour of the mass vaccination site at Town Toyota Center in Wenatchee on Wednesday. BELOW: From left, Tieka Adeogun with the 
state Department of Health, Inslee and his wife Trudi Inslee take a tour of the mass vaccination site.

GOVERNOR VISITS WENATCHEE 

“I’m going to 
tell this story 
statewide. I love 
the fact that 
people are 
getting access to 
this with people 
who don’t have 
computers; they 
can use a 
phone.”

GOV. JAY INSLEE

Speaking of the Town 
Toyota Center’s mass 
vaccination sitePlease see TOUR, Page A7

BY EVAN BUSH

The Seattle Times

YAKIMA — For the 
past year, masks, plastic 
shielding, temperature 
checks, tests and endless 
rounds of sanitation have 
been the main weapons 
deployed in an effort to 
protect employees at the 
Kershaw Companies fruit 
processing plant from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

That struggle soon 
will enter a new — and 
hopefully decisive phase 
— as the 300 men and 
women who now process 
apples, pears, cherries and 
other fruit at the plant 
northwest of Yakima, and 

the 280 workers laboring in 
company orchards, become 
eligible for vaccines. The 
vaccine will not be a job 
requirement but will be 

State health officials race to vaccinate farmworkers

More front-line employees now eligible

Delfina Guzman cuts an apple in half as she works the 
analysis testing line at Kershaw Companies’ Domex 

Superfresh Growers packing house in Yakima last November.

Yakima Herald-Republic file photo/Amanda Ray
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BY IAN DUNN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — It’s now official 
that the Apple Blossom Festival is 
coming back — but what’s a festival 
during the pandemic going to be like?

In some ways, it will be largely the 
same, says Festival Administrator Darci 
Christoferson.

Christoferson said she is working 
on a map of Memorial Park, where the 
food vendors, arts and crafts vendors 
and entertainment will be located. 
There will be fencing around the 
perimeter of the park with an entrance 
and exit, which is very different from 
past years.

The beer garden will be limited to 
50% capacity. The grand parade will 
look much different. There will be no 
judging.

“It will be more of a North Central 
Washington parade celebration 
honoring last year’s royalty of any 
community that 
wants to come,” 
Christoferson said.

“We know there 
are certain guide-
lines with bands 
and schools. We’ll 
take a drumline. 
We’re just really 
excited for anyone 
who wants to be in 
the parade. We’ve 
invited daycares, 
elementary 
schools, 
preschools. 
Whoever wants to 
be in it, that’s who 
we want.”

There will be no 
youth parade, but 
nothing really has 
been canceled, she 
said, although some 
things have been 
modified. Instead 
of a big tent of art 
on youth day, it’s 
all virtual this year 
on the website and 
Facebook.

The festival, 
which normally 
takes place in late 
April and early 
May, is being held 
June 3-13 this year, dates chosen after 
conversations with health officials.

Christoferson said in their discussions 
with Chelan-Douglas Health District 
Administrator Luke Davies about the 
2021 event, the May dates would have 
been acceptable.

However, she said, “When we were 
talking about vaccinations and differ-
ent phases, it was way more optimistic 
in June than it is in May. We just felt it 
would an awesome celebration to have 
it during graduation and the last week of 
school.”

The plan is to continue to work with 
the health district on the park plan, the 
beer garden plan, the parade plan, she 
said.

The festival planning is continuing as 
long as Chelan County stays in Phase 3. 
Going to Phase 4 would be fine, Chris-
topher said, because all the safety 
measures would still be in place. A 
move back to Phase 2 would cancel the 
festival.

Apple Blossom 

Festival 2021: 

A new normal

Please see FESTIVAL, Page A7

“We’re 
hoping by 
us taking 
this leap 
that others 
will also 
start a new 
normal 
and start a 
new 
beginning.”

DARCI 

CHRISTOFERSON, 

ADMINISTRATOR

Apple Blossom 
Festival 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

BY LAUREL DEMKOVICH AND 
ORION DONOVAN-SMITH

The Spokesman-Review

OLYMPIA — After a year 
of economic uncertainty 
and possible budget deficits, 
it looks like Washington’s 
revenue is right back to where 
it was a year ago.

In a forecast released 
Wednesday, the state’s 
projected revenue for the 

current budget cycle ending 
in June is up $1.3 billion while 
the projected revenue for 
the next two years is up by 
$1.9 billion, according to the 
state’s Economic and Revenue 
Forecast Council. That’s when 
compared to the previous 
forecast in November.

“We do expect stronger 
economic growth,” the 
council’s executive director 
Stephen Lerch said 

Wednesday, citing the federal 
stimulus package and 
increased vaccine distri-
bution. “Still, clearly 
there’s some uncer-
tainty associated 
with that.”

The 
substantial 
increase in 
projected 
revenue 
puts the state almost back to 
where it was last February, 
before the pandemic hit and 
talks of a possible $8.8 billion 

budget shortfall began.
State lawmakers will 

use the new forecast to 
write the state budget 

for the next two years. 
The revenue boost 

comes as 
the state is 
receiving 
billions 
of dollars 
in federal 

support from the recently 
signed stimulus package.

Since the last forecast in 
November, general fund 

collections, real estate 
estate tax collections and 
Revenue Act tax collections 
— retail sales, business and 
occupation, public utility 
and non-cigarette tobacco 
products — all saw improve-
ments. Despite dropping 
in the beginning of the 
pandemic, the Revenue Act 
collections exceeded its 
previous peak in January 
2020.

While the increase in 
revenue is a good sign, 
lawmakers are still cautious 

about the uncertainty of 
the COVID-19 virus. House 
Appropriations Chairman 
Timm Ormsby, D-Spokane, 
said lawmakers should be 
“quite concerned for the 
ongoing stability for our 
revenue system.”

Senate and House budget 
teams will release their 
proposals next week — 
slightly later than normal as 
budget writers try to learn 
how the federal stimulus 

Washington state projected to see $3 billion revenue boost

State prepares for federal relief funds
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