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BY LAUREL DEMKOVICH

The Spokesman-Review

OLYMPIA — The state Senate passed a 
capital gains tax Saturday night, the only 
time since it was first floated 
six years ago that the contro-
versial proposal has been up 
for a vote in the Senate.

After a more than four-hour 
debate, the bill passed 25-24 
despite stiff opposition from 
Republicans who call it an unconstitutional 

income tax. Three Democrats also voted 
against it.

Passage in the Senate first is a huge 
step toward the proposal becoming 

law. In the past, House Democrats 
have said they had the votes 

to pass it but didn’t want 
to send it to the Senate, 
where it would almost 
certainly fail.

The proposal has 
changed significantly 

since it was first introduced. The version 

that passed Saturday would apply a 7% tax 
on the sale of stocks and bonds, personal 
property and businesses, but only if those 
profits exceed $250,000 annually. It would 
not apply to the sale of a home, commercial 
real estate, retirement accounts, livestock 
and other properties. The sale of a family-
owned small business that makes less than 
$10 million a year would be exempt, as well 
as some real estate sales if the sale is also 
subject to a real estate excise tax, which 
passed the Legislature two years ago.

Capital gains tax bill heads to House after passing state Senate
“I’m afraid that today’s 
25 to 24 vote shows 
that the once-strong 
Senate firewall sadly 
no longer exists to 
protect Washington 

citizens from awful taxation.”

STATE SEN. BRAD HAWKINS

R-East Wenatchee

CAPITOL REPORT 
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BY IAN DUNN

World staff writer

LEAVENWORTH — It was 
a bright, sunny day Saturday — 
the last day of the ski season for 
Leavenworth — as the skiers took 
the big rope tow to the top of the 
hill at the Leavenworth Ski Hill.

One by one the skiers took turns 
barreling down the hill toward 
the 25x50-foot pond, carefully 
measuring their speed on the way 
down. Too fast and they would go 
flying across the pond, sailing out 
into the mushy snow. Too slow and 

they would sink into the 3 feet of 
water.

Skiers of all ages were trying 
their luck, a mix of ages 7 to 17 and 
even some adults. The little ones 
often had the tougher time because 
they couldn’t generate enough 
speed with their lighter weight.

It’s all part of the great fun called 
the Pond Skim, which has taken 
place on the final day of the ski 
season at the Leavenworth Ski Hill 
for at least three years and maybe 
longer than that.

Leavenworth Winter Sports Club 
General Manager James Munly, 

who has been associated with 
LWSC for more than 10 years, said 
locals have told him the tradition, 
in some form, has been going on 
for 50 years.

“This is the second year we’ve 
been able to get a full pond. Last 
year, we ran out of snow way too 
fast. This year, we were able to 
scratch (a pond) together with 
some man-made snow we made 
earlier this year and fire up our 
water pump and fill this thing full 
of water,” Munly said.

Pond Skim draws crowds on final day of season at Leavenworth Ski Hill
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Damien Bryant, 12, of Seattle skis across the water during the end-of-season Pond Skim at the Leavenworth Ski Hill on Saturday. The event 
marks the last day of the season for the ski hill.
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“We had just 
enough snow 
to make it all 
happen this 
year, so it has 
been great 
for the club.”

JAMES MUNLY, 

GENERAL MANAGER

Leavenworth 
Winter Sports Club

BY NEVONNE MCDANIELS

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Wenatchee residents 
need to decide by April 9 whether to keep 
their 96-gallon garbage can and pay a higher 
rate that goes into effect May 1, or save money 
and opt for a smaller container each week.

The city approved a new contract with 
Waste Management Northwest in January 
that moves from the current “one size fits all” 
model to a “pay-as-you-throw” model.

The “pay-as-you-throw” model is popular in 
communities across the region, according to 
Tyler Mackay, Waste Management’s manager 
of public sector solutions in Wenatchee. 
“Communities like it because it encourages 
waste reduction and better recycling,” he said.

The new rates will depend on the size of the 
garbage cart, with options ranging from the 
current 96-gallon container (at a cost of $28.69 
per month, up from $21.31 per month) to a 
64-gallon ($21.55 per month) and a 35-gallon 
container ($16.80 per month). Garbage service 
is billed quarterly.

“This is about choice,” Mackay said. 
“Historically, all Wenatchee residential 
customers have had the same 96-gallon 

garbage cart. Now, if you are a super recycler 
or a senior who creates a very small amount 
of garbage, you pay less. Individual customers 
decide what’s best for them.”

City customers continue to receive weekly 
recycling service in the 64-gallon blue 
recycling carts as part of the package.

Starting May 1, though, additional garbage 
bags or recycling items set out for collection 
that don’t fit inside the container will incur a 
$3.92 per bag charge.

Previously, customers were not charged for 
the extra items.

Waste Management drivers this week 
are attaching notices to customers’ garbage 
containers with information about the 
changes to service and the April 9 deadline to 
choose a smaller container. Changes can be 
made after that, but the new carts might be 
delivered after the new rates take effect.

The rule of thumb is a 35-gallon cart will 
hold about two plastic bags of garbage, 
a 64-gallon cart will hold three bags and 
a 96-gallon container holds about seven 
bags. The containers are on display 
at the Wenatchee Valley Chamber of 

Wenatchee garbage rates changing; more options available
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Waste Management truck drivers attach tags to recycling and garbage carts explaining changes 
to service that start May 1 — and an April 9 deadline for requesting a change in cart size. Please see GARBAGE, Page A7

BY HANNAH FURFARO

The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — When Curt Guaglianone last 
considered year-round schooling, it was the 
1990s, he was a principal at a school in Central 
California, and his district didn’t have a choice.

Schools were “bursting at the seams” as 
families flocked inland from the Bay Area, 

said Guaglianone, 
now superintendent 
at Mount Adams 
School District in 
Yakima County. His 
California district 
was forced to stretch 
the school year past 
nine months: To ease 
crowding, students 
and staff rotated 
through school 
buildings in shifts.

Guaglianone is 
now considering the 
concept as a way 
to help students 
whose education 
was disrupted during 
the pandemic. 
Instead of sending 
kids to school in 
shifts, districts could 
sprinkle weekslong 
breaks across all 12 
months of the school 
year.

Mount Adams 
is one of several 
Washington school 
districts eyeing the 
idea as a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers 
work to make it a 
reality. Legislation 
that’s moving through 
the state Senate 
would offer 20 school 
districts a modest 
budget boost if they 

voluntarily balanced their school days across a 
calendar year. Mount Adams, where about 95% 
of the district’s 900 students are from low-in-
come homes, would qualify: Senate Bill 5147 

Year-round 
schooling gets a 
bipartisan push
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“One of the 
ways we will 
catch students 
up is if we 
give them 
more learning 
time. More 
complete, 
direct, 
intensified and 
intentional 
learning time. 
If we do it just 
for the sake of 
extending the 
calendar, it’s 
not going to 
be as 
effective.”

CURT GUAGLIANONE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Mount Adams 
School District,  
Yakima County


