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COVID-19

Washington
expected to
surpass 5,000
deaths this week
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AND THE WINNER IS ...

BY ELISE TAKAHAMA
The Seattle Times
SEATTLE — Washington is expected
to surpass 5,000 COVID-19 deaths this
week — almost exactly a year after the
first was announced in the United States.
But while the state absorbs that painful
milestone, health officials are hopeful
that a recent, consistent decline in deaths,
combined with a ramp-up of vaccine
distribution and continued masking and
social distancing,
mean better days are
ahead.
“I’m
“I’m cautiously
cautiously optimistic
that we’re
going
to
continue
optimistic
the trend that’s
that we’re decreasing — and if
we can stay ahead
going to
of the variants
with vaccines and
continue
good measures,
the trend
we’ll continue to
improve,” said
that’s
Peter Rabinowitz,
decreasing a University
of Washington
— and if
professor of environmental and occupawe can
tional health
stay ahead sciences and director
of the UW Center
of the
for One Health
variants
Research.
The state reported
with
1,166 new cases
and 14 more deaths
vaccines
Friday, which
and good
brought Washington
measures, to 338,822 infections and 4,956
we’ll
deaths — a death
of about 64.7
continue to rate
deaths per 100,000
residents. The state
improve.”
also reported 19,275
PETER
people have been
RABINOWITZ,
hospitalized.
In King County,
DIRECTOR
the
state’s most
UW Center for
populous,
state
One Health
health officials have
Research
confirmed 83,801
COVID-19 diagnoses
and 1,394 deaths as
of Friday.
Following predictions of an increase
in infections during
the winter, the state
hit the highest daily
number of deaths
during the pandemic
on Dec. 21 and Jan.
4, with 43 each day. Near the end of
January, the seven-day rolling average had
dropped from about 38 deaths per day to
about 15 per day, according to the state
Department of Health (DOH).
Despite the encouraging trend,
Rabinowitz said, challenges remain.
For example, he said, health and public
officials here and nationally still haven’t
Please see COVID-19, Page A7
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Brooke Perez hears her name called as the 2021 Apple Blossom Festival queen during the 102nd Washington State Apple Blossom Festival
Royalty Selection Pageant held Saturday night at the Numerica Performing Arts Center. For more photographs from the night, check out a photo
gallery at wenatcheeworld.com.

Overcoming adversity a common theme of 2021 Apple Blossom pageant
Brooke Perez:
Apple Blossom
queen 2021

BY LUKE HOLLISTER
World staff writer
WENATCHEE — This year’s
Apple Blossom Royalty Selection
Pageant still
managed to
“We were stay on the
not able to calendar,
even with
dine at
many events
or
restaurants canceled
shut down for
the season due
… but our
to COVID-19
own
regulations.
A common
cooking
theme among
skills
speeches given
improved.” by finalists was
overcoming
KAMRYN
adversity
brought by
FOWLER
the pandemic
2021 Apple
in 2020.
Blossom
Most shared
princess
words of
encouragement.
“We were not able to dine at
restaurants … but our own cooking
skills improved,” said 2021 Apple
Blossom princess Kamryn Fowler
during her speech at the Numerica
Performing Arts Center.
Finalist Alex Toth mentioned how
she remembered running outside
without a care and reflected on what

BY LUKE HOLLISTER
World staff writer

The 2021 Washington State Apple Blossom Festival Royal Court is from left,
Princess Kody Richards, Wenatchee High School; Queen Brooke Perez,
Eastmont High School; and Princess Kamryn Fowler, Wenatchee High
School.
the Apple Blossom Parade was like
in years before 2020.
“At some point, we all wanted to
quit,” Toth said on stage. “Life can
be unpredictable with twists and
turns.”
Changes to this year’s event
included temperature checks of
audience members before there
were allowed in the building.
Staffers rewarded each person who
passed the forehead temperature

gun test with a small black stamp on
arrival.
Organizers held the pageant at the
PAC instead of the Wenatchee High
School auditorium due to COVID-19
regulations.
“We weren’t allowed to be in the
high school,” said Washington State
Apple Blossom Festival Administrator Darci Christoferson.
A decision was then made to move
Please see PAGEANT, Page A7

WENATCHEE —
Judges chose Brooke
Perez as 2021’s Apple
Blossom queen during
the Apple Blossom
Royalty Selection
Pageant Saturday
night at the Numerica
Performing Arts Center
in Wenatchee.
The two princesses
selected for 2021 are
Kody Richards and
Kamryn Fowler.
The Most Photogenic
Award went to Brooke
Perez, the Congeniality Award to Olga
Murillo, the Community
Involvement Award to
Kamryn Fowler, the
Achievement Award
to Kody Richards and
Please see AWARDS,
Page A7

Welcome home, Luis Guerra
BY LUKE HOLLISTER
World staff writer
WENATCHEE — A car
parade of over 50 gathered
Saturday afternoon to
welcome Luis Guerra back
home after he nearly died
from a fatal car crash that
killed two.
Emergency responders
revived Guerra at the

Luis Guerra waves and
cheers as cars drive by
during a welcome-back
parade Saturday along
Marjo Street in Wenatchee.
World photo/Luke Hollister

scene of the crash, The
Ave Barber Shop, on Feb.
12 before taking him to
Harborview Medical Center,
according to a Wenatchee
Police Department report.
Guerra made it back home to
Wenatchee on Friday.
“I’m feeling much better
now, happy to be with my
family,” said Guerra sitting in
front of a “WELCOME HOME
Luis” banner.
A stream of cars and signs
with words of encouragement
rolled down Marjo Street at
about 1:15 p.m.
Guerra said he appreciates
the support he has received
from the community, teachers

and his family. Each day things
are slowly getting better, he
said.
Guerra’s sister, Zoila
Gonzalez, helped organize the
welcome parade and is happy
to see her brother come home
from the hospital.
People came down here
today so that “he knows he’s
supported by everybody in the
community,” she said.
Guerra’s niece, Giselle
Guerra, said she just wanted
to help give Guerra a welcome
home and let everyone see him.
Luke Hollister: 665-1172
hollister@wenatcheeworld.com or
on Twitter @lukeholli

