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BY TONY BUHR

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Spring is in 
the air and people are starting to 
venture outside to visit parks and 
participate in activities.

But local governments are still 
enforcing COVID-19 restrictions, 
so parks and recreation depart-
ments are trying to balance those 
regulations while providing 
services, said Dave Erickson, city 

of Wenatchee Parks and Recre-
ation director.

It hasn’t been made any easier 
with regularly changing direc-
tives coming from Gov. Jay Inslee 
— a situation Erickson described 
as “trying to hit a moving target.”

“February as an example, we 
moved to Phase 2; and at that 
point, what we were hearing 
from the state level was, ‘Yep, 
we’re going to be in Phase 2; 
there’s no plans for Phase 3 until 

at least fall,’” he said.
Then, the governor’s office 

made changes to the Phase 2 
restrictions on March 1 and again 
on March 9, he said. Finally, 
Inslee announced Wednesday 
that all counties would be 
moving to Phase 3 on March 22.

“So, all of the programs that 
we were on the verge of having 
set out in our summer rec guide, 
we’re going to hold off on those 
again until we see what the new 

guidelines are,” Erickson said.
The parks department will 

have the same activities as in 
years past, but its implemen-
tation might look a little bit 
different, he said. They will have 
the spring day camp, as well as 
reopen the swimming pool and 
splash pad with restrictions, 
social distancing and masking 
where applicable.

PARKS GET READY FOR SPRING

Navigating latest COVID-19 rules is part of the equation
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Kids play on the swings at Pioneer Park in Wenatchee on Saturday. The city of Wenatchee recently opened the playground after it was closed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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BY TONY BUHR

World staff writer

EAST WENATCHEE — Chelan and 
Douglas counties are in a race between 
vaccinations and COVID-19 variants.

The rate of COVID-19 
infection is low right 
now, about 100 cases 
per 100,000 people, 
and the percentage of 
COVID-19 tests coming 
back positive is at 4%, 
down from around 15% 
two months ago, Chelan-
Douglas Health Officer 
Dr. Malcolm Butler said 
during a Chelan-Douglas 
Board of Health meeting 
on Monday.

The number of variant cases of 
COVID-19 in Washington is climbing and 
the state is looking at a potential fourth 
wave of infection in April, Butler said.

COVID-19

Local health 

officials worry 

about variants
Infection rate is  
low right now
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BY ANNETTE CARY

Tri-City Herald

KENNEWICK — The first South 
African COVID-19 variant has been 
detected in Eastern Washington, with 
two cases identified in residents of 
Yakima County.

The vaccines approved for use in 
the United States may be less effective 
against the variant originally detected in 
South Africa than the strain that has been 
circulating in Eastern Washington for the 
past year.

The Yakima Health District said that 
the two people known to be infected 
with the South Africa variant appeared to 
have acquired it within the county rather 
than from traveling and bringing it back 
to the area.

The first variant detected in Eastern 
Washington was the United Kingdom 
Variant, which was identified earlier this 
month in a sample collected in Benton 
County.

The UK Variant is known to be more 
contagious than the typical COVID strain 
in the state.

However, there is no conclusive 

South Africa 

variant detected  

in E. Washington
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Dr. Malcolm 
Butler
Chelan-Douglas 
Health Officer 

BY BRANDON BLOCK

The Olympian

OLYMPIA — As state lawmakers work 
the 10th week of the legislative session, 
several bills addressing the construction 
of homeless shelters and permanent 
housing have passed out of the House 
of Representatives, while attempts to 
increase funding for affordable 
housing and rental assis-
tance remain in financial 
committees.

Here’s a roundup of 
which bills related to 
homelessness could still be 
passed.

1. Homeless shelters, affordable housing and zoning

People who work in homeless response 
often say that the number one obstacle to 

building more affordable housing is finding a 
place to put it.

Whether it’s emergency shelters, safe 
parking sites, sanctioned tent encamp-
ments, or permanent supportive housing, 

attempts to build housing for people experi-
encing homelessness frequently run 
into opposition from neighbors, local 

businesses, and other community 
groups, delaying or even deferring 

projects entirely.
A series of bills proposed 

by Democrats aim to reduce 
regulatory obstacles to 
creating affordable housing 
and emergency shelters.

HB 1220, sponsored by 
Rep. Strom Peterson (D-Edmonds), would 
prevent cities from using zoning to stop 
homeless shelters or permanent supportive 
housing from being built in areas zoned for 

multifamily housing, commercial, or mixed-use 
zones where short-term rentals are allowed.

It would not require that shelters or 
supportive housing be built anywhere specific, 
just prevent them from being indiscrimi-
nately banned in zoning districts intended 
for housing. Other provisions in the bill prod 
cities to address low-income housing in their 
comprehensive plans, but stop short of stipu-
lating any specific actions.

Peterson’s bill, which passed the House 
57-39 and is scheduled for a public hearing in 
the Senate Housing and Local Government 
Committee on March 18, is one of several that 
addresses the tensions between municipal-
ities trying to build shelters or housing for 
individuals experiencing homelessness and the 
cities and neighborhoods where those facilities 
are sited.

3 bills on homelessness are still alive in state Legislature
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Reuters

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas defended 
the U.S. response to a surge 
of unaccompanied children 
seeking to enter the United 
States at the southwest border 
on Tuesday, saying the region 
was on track to see more 
people trying to enter than any 
time in the last 20 years.

The government is creating 
a joint processing center to 
transfer the children, as young 
as 6 years old, promptly into 
the custody of the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) and is trying to find 
additional shelters for them, 
Mayorkas said in a statement.

“The situation we are 
currently facing at the south-
west border is a difficult one. 

We are tackling it,” he said.
President Joe Biden’s admin-

istration has been racing to 
speed up the processing of 
hundreds of youths under 18 

who are crossing the southern 
border alone every day from 
Central American countries 
and Mexico.

Officials have warned “the 

border is not open” and said 
they are sending back adults 
and families who have tried to 
cross it illegally since Biden 
took office promising to 
reverse some of predecessor 
Donald Trump’s hard-line 
policies.

Administration officials have 
acknowledged their messag-
ing is being countered by 
people smugglers and human 
traffickers who profit from the 
dangerous illegal journeys.

“The smugglers’ message is 
very pervasive; they prey on 
people and they prey on their 
hope and they tell them things 
that simply aren’t true,” Rober-
ta Jackson, a White House 
adviser on immigration, said 
in an interview with CNN on 
Tuesday. “But we are fighting 
back.”

U.S. defends response to child migrant surge

Reuters/Adrees Latif

About a dozen asylum-seeking unaccompanied minors from 
Central America are separated from other migrants by U.S. 
Border Patrol agents after crossing the Rio Grande river on a 
raft into the United States near Penitas, Texas, on Sunday.
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By World staff

WENATCHEE — The 
Washington State Apple 
Blossom Festival has been 
moved to June 3 through 13.

The festival was originally 
set to start in late April but 
was pushed back by COVID-
19 restrictions. Most festival 
activities did not take place 
in 2020.

The decision was 
announced late Tuesday 
morning and came after 
festival officials met with 
Chelan-Douglas Health 
District officials.

After consulting with 
health district officials, 
“we felt it would be safe 
to ‘March On’ with a June 
Festival,” festival administra-
tor Darci Christoferson said 
in a news release.

The Chelan-Douglas 

Health District will provide 
feedback to the planning 
committee on updated 
phase guidance for planning 
purposes, the release states. 
Limited Apple Blossom 
events and activities will be 
contingent on the two-county 
recovery phase status and 
guidance provided by the 
state Department of Health 
and the governor’s office at 
the time of the events.

The news release quoted 
Luke Davies, administrator for 
the Chelan-Douglas Health 
District, as saying: “We need to 
continue to wear a mask, wash 
hands, social distance and get 
the COVID-19 vaccine in order 
to open up and have events 
like Apple Blossom. Please do 
your part to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, so that we can 
bring back these important 
traditions.”

Apple Blossom Festival to happen in June


