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The Morris Police Department is providing an update regarding the homicide that occurred in the 100 block of West Washington Street in Morris on February 28, 2026.

During the early morning hours of February 28, Morris Police officers were conducting an unrelated traffic stop in the 100 block of Division Street and heard gunshots from the downtown area. They immediately responded and quickly located the suspect, 22-year-old Marshall Szpara, in the 100 block of West Washington Street, before any calls to 911 were made. Morris officers detained Szpara and recovered a 9mm firearm from his person.  No other weapons were recovered from the scene.   Officers located two gunshot victims, 35-year-old Julian Rosario and 21-year-old Paul Mitchell.  Officers attempted to give aid to Mr. Rosario however his wounds were incompatible with life.  Mr. Mitchell sustained a life-threatening extremity bleeding, responding officers applied a Combat Application Tourniquet (CAT) to slow his bleeding.  Mr. Mitchell was transported to Morris Hospital, and life-flighted to a level 1 trauma center.  Mr. Mitchell is expected to recover from his injuries.   

After conducting several witness interviews and reviewing security videos from the area, Szpara was arrested and held at the Grundy County Jail.

On Monday, March 2, the Grundy County States Attorney Russel Baker charged Szpara with Aggravated Battery with a Firearm, First Degree Murder, and Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm.   An indictment represents a formal charging decision, and the defendant is presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty in a court of law.

Currently, there is no ongoing threat to the community. Based on the investigation, this appears to have been an isolated incident related to an argument between two parties.  

This incident has deeply impacted members of our community. We extend our sincere condolences to the victim’s family and loved ones during this difficult time. We also recognize the emotional effect incidents of this nature can have on residents, business owners, and visitors.

The Morris Police Department remains committed to maintaining a safe downtown environment and will continue proactive and strategic patrol and investigative efforts. We appreciate the cooperation of witnesses and community members who assisted investigators.  Anyone with additional information related to this incident is encouraged to contact the Morris Police Department Investigations at 815-941-6282.  

We remain steadfast in our commitment to serve the community of Morris with professionalism, transparency, and dedication to public safety.

Chief Alicia Steffes
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