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TASB adopts ‘21-’22 calendar
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

The Tunkhannock Area
School Board g ave the
thumbs up last Thursday on
a school calendar which
starts for students on Aug. 25
and ends June 3.
It also provides for a
spring break which is more
central to the 2022 part of the
school year and begins the
day after the end of the third
marking period. Superinten-

Endless
summer
events
on tap

dent Heather McPherson
added, however, that the days
could be used as snow makeup days, if needed.
She also noted that Good
Friday, April 15, and Easter
Monday, April 18, would also
be days off in the school calendar providing for another
extended break, next year.
The new calendar passed
unanimously, 7-0, with Holly
Arnold and Lori Bennett
absent.

The board also listened to
another presentation on the
school budget by chief executive officer Shane Powers.
Board members are
expected to hold the line on
taxes when they vote on a
school budget at their June
10 meeting.
Powers reminded the
board and audience members, however, as they look
forward to future budget considerations that the board is

somewhat hamstrung by a
financial ledger that has
roughly 85 percent fixed
costs.
Powers also had some
c o m p a r a t ive n u m b e r s
regarding how Tunkhannock Area’s budget costs per
students lines up against
neighboring districts. She
said the work was preliminary and warrants further
consideration over the next
couple of years.

Board member Bill Prebola said, “I think we will have
to have a systemic discussion
about class sizes and total
number of employees moving forward to create a strategic plan.”
He added, “We really need
to look at what are the sound
ideas we want to pursue,”
noting he understood the
dynamic of not wanting to
raise taxes and not wanting
to cut programs. “Everyone’s

Please see SUMMER, Page E10
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The Lackawanna Trail High School marching band leads off a parade through Nicholson Monday.

Day to pay homage
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Memorial Day services all
across Wyoming County
paused Monday to recognize
the sacrifice of veterans who
had gone before.
New Dennis Strong American Legion 457 Commander
Jerry Beaucheane said on
the Wyoming County Court
House lawn in Tunkhannock
that he was pleased to have
members of the high school
band back, not only to perform the National Anthem,
but a medley of music which
acknowledged every branch
of military service, giving a
nod to those in the audience
who may have served in a
specific line of duty.
That was followed by the

KAREN BOBACK

TOM HENRY

pledge of allegiance recited
by Aidan Holmes, the sightchallenged grandson of
Legion member Jim Holmes.
Attention moved to a
group of Wyoming Valley
Barbershoppers who also
performed a medley of patriotic music.

Rep Karen Boback, R-Harveys Lake, noted, “The significance of the day can never
be overstated.”
“We honor those who
joined the service committing themselves to something bigger than themselves,” she said.

And quoting former President George W. Bush, from a
service 15 years earlier at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National
Cemetery in Virginia, she
said, “All who are buried
here understood their duty.
They saw a dark shadow on
the horizon, and went to
meet it. They understood
that tyranny must be met
with resolve, and that liberty
is always the achievement of
courage.”
She noted that life, liberty,
and democracy have been
the cornerstones of what
men and women have preserved through the ages and
“by their courage we cannot
Please see HOMAGE, Page E22

Woman reclaims abandoned cemetery
BY CHRIS KELLY
TIMES-SHAMROCK WRITER

Pennsylvania sent 360,000
of its sons to fight in the Civil
War. Samantha Telesk stumbled across three of them
deep in the weeds of Wyoming County.
“I have family down the
road and I drove this way
back in March and I noticed
it was completely overgrown,” the Meshoppen
native said of what remains
of Old Mowry Cemetery off

Please see TASB, Page E10

Area man
drowns
near Falls

MEMORIAL DAY

BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

After a year of social distancing, and event cancellations, the Endless Mountains
Visitors Bureau is planning
for a return to normalcy this
summer.
To help residents and visitors prepare for all of the
summer-time activities, Jean
Ruhf, EMVB executive director has a range of publications that highlight great
things to do in the region.
“One of the main things
that I’ve heard people wanting to do this summer is go
on a camping trip,” Ruhf
said. “There are many beautiful campgrounds in Wyoming County and the surrounding area. We’re all
expecting to see them packed
this summer.”
Ruhf is also looking forward to the return of events
that were canceled in 2020 as
well. Some events returning
are the NEPA Bluegrass Festival that will take place June
3-6 at Lazybrook Park in
Tunkhannock Township,
Founders Day in Tunkhannock Borough on June 26,
and the Dietrich Theater’s
Susquehanna River Day at
Riverside Park on July 24.
“It’s really nice to see all of
these things coming back, I

got to understand we can’t
have both.”
After the next meeting,
Prebola said, “We need to
take a hard look at moving
forward beyond this budget.”
Board member John
Burke underscored, “We also
don’t want to wait for a crisis.”
In other actions, the board:
■ approved June 11 as an

Rattlesnake Hill Road.
Stained headstones sink in
brambles of burdock, chickweed and poison ivy, the chiseled names and dates buried
in grime or erased by relentless decay. Abandoned to the
siege of time, even cemeteries die.
“It just seemed wrong to
me, so I asked the borough
for permission to clean it
up,” Samantha said Thursday morning as she climbed
the steep hill on steps she
fashioned from flat rocks.
“Without what they (veterans) did, we wouldn’t be here.
We need to remember that.”

A c r o s s
America this
Memorial Day
weekend, the
graves of the
nation’s war
dead and
departed vetera n s
a r e
adorned with
flags and other
markers of sacrifice, service
and honor. In
dutifully maintained graveyards, grand
ceremonies
will celebrate

the patriotism of devoted citizens who answered the call
to arms.
But in long-forgotten private plots shrouded in veils
of vegetation and neglect,
some who served rest in
silent obscurity. It’s been
widely reported that “dozens” of Civil War soldiers are
buried in Old Mowry Cemetery, but I could confirm just
three by consulting the
National Archives and
TIMES-SHAMROCK PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER DOLAN
Northeast Pennsylvania CivSamantha Telesk stands in Mowry il War experts.
Cemetery in Meshoppen on Thursday,
Contemporary records are

May 27, 2021. Telesk volunteers as a
caretaker for the cemetery.
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It was a graduation ceremony that the Class of 2021
at Keystone College will certainly never forget.
“If you told me two years
ago that I would be speaking
to a graduating class sitting
in their cars at a drive-in
movie theater, I would have
told you that you were crazy,”
Keystone College President
Tracy Brundage said in her
address. “But here we are.
You all have been through so
much, and we couldn’t not
honor you in the right way.”
Keystone held its 150th
Commencement Ceremony
on Monday night at the Circle Drive-In in Dickson City.
Graduates were able to sit in
cars with their families, and
watch the ceremony unfold
on the movie screen. The students were then called up by
rows of vehicles to receive
their diplomas.
Please see GRAD, Page E10
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A 64-year-old Tunkhannock man died Tuesday
afternoon (May 25) from a
freshwater drowning in the
Susquehanna River.
Charles Templeman III
was pronounced dead by
Wyoming County Coroner
Tom Kukuchka.
State police at Tunkhannock had conducted a
death investigation after a
body was recovered from
the Susquehanna River in
Exeter Township, Wyoming County.
A little after 3 p.m., Tuesday, a call went out for a
Lake Winola water rescue
unit at Falls to assist, and a
couple of units entered at
the West Falls Boat Landing
of the state Fish and Boat
Commission.
State police said Tuesday
evening that “The circumstances do not appear to be
suspicious,” a point confirmed by the coroner’s office.
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