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CH to continue Tyler ER
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Commonwealth Health,
the state Department of
Health, and local leaders
have joined hands to sustain
emergency room services for
Tyler Memorial Hospital in
Tunkhannock.
Mark Mitchell, Tyler
Board chairman and a resident of Tunkhannock shared
Monday, “Emergency medicine is a vital component of
the health care continuum
and we’re pleased to sustain
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access locally.”
He noted that “Timely
medical care in the event of
an emergency such as heart
attack or stroke is needed to
support the best possible
outcomes.”
According to a directive

sent out by Commonwealth
Health’s vice president of
m a rke t i n g A n n m a r i e
Poslock, the Tunkhannock
facility will begin operating
as a campus of Regional Hospital of Scranton with an
emergency room and outpatient center under the Commonwealth Health name at
midnight on Oct. 1, 2021.
Locally available outpatient services include primary care, laboratory and imaging. The emergency room
will be open 24 hours a day

every day. The laboratory
will be open from 7 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Outpatient imaging and
cardiovascular services will
include EKG, Vascular Lab,
Echocardiogram, Ultrasound, CT, MRI, Mammography, Dexa, Holter monitoring, and X-ray and will be
provided by appointment,
with emergency imaging services available 24 hours per
day. The dialysis center will
also remain open.
The Tunkhannock cam-

pus also will remain closely
connected with all other
Commonwealth Health hospitals and facilities including
Regional Hospital of Scranton, First Hospital, WilkesBarre General Hospital and
Moses Taylor Hospital.
CH also noted that Tyler
Memorial Hospital will stop
operating acute inpatient
care and surgical services at
11:59 p.m. on September 17,
2021. Hospital leadership
will work with members of
the medical staff, patients

Please see TYLER, Page E11

TASB says
no to mask
mandates

Claverack
REC offers
future
glimpse

BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

Claverack Rural Electric
Cooperative is educating on
what some people believe to
be a glimpse of the future.
The company will be
showing off a Tesla Model 3
electric vehicle at the Wyoming County Fair on Thursday, Sept. 2. Claverack started
studying electric vehicles
more than a year ago. Director of Member Services Brian Zeidner said the projected
growth curves of electric
vehicles over the next 10
years are significantly higher. As more EV’s are seen on
the road, Claverack wants to
be a trusted source of information for its consumers.
“The mission of the company is to provide reliable
electric services to our
members,” Zeidner said. “As
electric vehicles started
becoming more widely
available, we wanted to
become a trusted source of
information for them and
share the learning experiences with our customers.”
Claverack purchased a
Tesla Model 3 in August 2020.
Member service representative Lynn Jennings has been

and local first responders to
ensure a smooth transition
of care.
Commonwealth Health
Emergency Medical Services
will have an ambulance stationed on the Tunkhannock
campus for timely response
to emergencies.
Mitchell said, “I would like
to extend my gratitude to the
medical staff, employees, volunteers and board of trustees for their service to Tyler
Memorial Hospital and the
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Fair workers get their prizes in order on the midway of he Wyoming County Fair which runs Sep. 1-6.

County Fair returns
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

The 35th renewal of the
Wyoming County Fair
opens today and fair board
vice president Laura
Anderson says there is
something for everybody,
and she’s pleased to be back
in the saddle.
She is not, however, too
pleased with an opening
day weather forecast of
heavy rain as the remnants
of Hurricane Ida pass
through the region. She
said that if the wet weather
arrives and persists, contingencies are being made to
bring the County Fair
Queen contest at 5 p.m.

indoors as well as opening
ceremonies at 4:30.
The 5K Race set to take
off for 6:45 p.m. is also a
potential question mark,
veteran cross country
coach Randy White said
Tuesday. If there are heavy
rains and the race is cancelled, it will not be rescheduled during fair week.
The rest of fair week
looks good, weather-wise,
but Anderson said, you never can tell with pop-up
storms sometimes causing
an inconvenience.
She said members of the
fair board have been in
Please see FAIR, Page E11
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Genevieve Boecker and Phyllis Leslie agree on a
Best-in-Show in the youth section of baked goods.

Please see ELECTRIC, Page E11

The Tunkhannock Area
School Board learned Thursday that four individuals had
tested positive for COVID by
the second day of the school
year, but members seemed
un-phased by the possibility
of a mask mandate.
After sharing her superintendent’s report to the
board, Heather McPherson
gave an update to the public
about classroom temperatures the first couple of
school days and the latest
positive COVID cases and
what that meant.
McPherson said that
both the primary center
and high school were not
air conditioned, and administrators were monitoring
the situation throughout
the day, and if the district
experienced extreme hot
weather, could consider
sending students home early, but they were hopeful
seasonal temperatures
would return, and the issue
would take care of itself.
With the four positive cases identified by Thursday
night, McPherson shared
new guidance on contact
tracing and said that 13 were
classified as in quarantine, if
they did not have the
Please see BOARD, Page E5

Vieczorek remembered for ‘amazing grace’
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Tunkhannock lost a valued friend last Wednesday
with the passing of Sandy
Vieczorek, and a near full
house in one of the theaters
at the Dietrich did not miss
the attention of long-time pal
Hildy Morgan at a memorial
service Saturday afternoon.
“She would have been so
happy to know we brought

her a sellout,” Morgan said
as she fanned her right arm
across the full expanse of
the first theater that was
opened in 2001, thanks to
hers and Morgan’s and a few
others’ pluck because they
believed Tunkhannock
deserved so much more than
a run-down theater.
Morgan said she was taken aback by the swiftness of
Vieczoek’s final illness, and
was not really prepared for
STAFF PHOTO/ROBERT BAKER
the moment. “Nobody ever
is,” she said.
Sandy Vieczorek at a
“If I could put her life into 2014 drug treatment
a single thought, it was that court graduation.
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“It was clear she loved the
power of volunteering, and
she loved anything that had
to do with children,” Morgan said.
Then one day when the
two were looking out across
the street, she said she had a
conversation with Vieczorek which went something like, “You know Sandy,
I think we could bring that
theater back,” speaking of
the Dietrich which had gone
out of business more than a
decade before.
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in the New Age looking for
help with the Christmas
Bureau which was then serving 445 families.
“She came in and said
that she liked to help out,
and Help Out, she did,” Morgan said.
She recalled putting in a a
couple of 12-hour days with
Vieczorek when the both
were just exhausted. After
the first long day, they
reflected on what had gone
before them. “Without thinking too much about it, she
said, ‘I had a great time,’”
Morgan recalled.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
HEATING OIL • GASOLINE
KEROSENE • DIESEL

GO DUCTLESS!

ALL SUMMER

love could do more good than
all the self-righteous lectures
in the world ever could.”
She looked out at the front
two rows, including Vieczorek’s husband of 52 years,
Ronnie, and also including
children and grandchildren,
and said, “she loved being
the matriarch of this big
rousing clan.”
But Morgan said, in the
1980s, she expanded the
meaning of family, “really to
include all of us.”
Morgan was running
Interfaith in town at the
time, and said she put an ad
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