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County COVID numbers peaking
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

The spread of COVID-19
i n Wy o m i n g C o u n t y
reached levels not seen
since the early spring this
past week.
For the period of Sept.
14-20, the county saw 110
new positive cases of COVID-19, which is a spike
from 77 cases the previous
week. The new cases bring

the county total to 2,270
since the pandemic began.
Wyo m i n g C o u n t y
remains in the high
spread category of transmission according to the
Centers for Disease Cont r o l a n d P r e ve n t i o n .
Masks are recommended
indoors for everyone, even
fully vaccinated individuals, in areas with high
transmission rates. Coun-

ty commissioners are following that procedure.
Mandatory masking
inside county buildings
took effect on Sept. 15 for
the time being.
“We’re trying to prevent
this outbreak from getting
out of hand,” County
Emergency Management
Director Gene Dziak said.
“The numbers we’ve been
seeing the past couple of

weeks have
been scary.
We’re hoping people
follow these
mitig ation
ef for ts, so
GENE DZIAK
we don’t
have to make requirements like this again.”
On Wednesday, Sept. 15,
the county recorded its
first COVID-19 death since

May 18, bringing the total
to 55 deaths since the first
reported county COVID-19
death in April 2020.
Three individuals are
currently hospitalized in
the county with COVID-19,
the first reported hospitalizations since May.
According to CDC data,
the incidence rate of COVID for Wyoming County
currently stands at 414.3

cases per 100,000 residents,
which is a big spike from
268.7 cases for the previous seven day period. The
positivity rate also grew to
16.3 percent the past week,
which is up from 13.2 percent the previous week.
“The state released data
that almost all of the new
cases and deaths in the
Please see COVID, Page E9

Officials
deal with
business
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Municipal officials from
across Wyoming County
gathered Wednesday for
their annual convention at
T riton Hose Company
in Tunkhannock.
Eaton Township supervisor Ken White, who serves as
president of the Wyoming
County Association of Township Officials, called the
meeting to order.
Windham Township secretary Kenneth Johnson generously organized the affair
with two able assistants,
Samantha Hoover of Lemon
Township and Karen Brown
of Clinton Township, as well
as help from Paul Rowker
and Judy Gingher.
The schedule was moved
around a little to allow
some speakers to address
those gathered before supper was served.
Brian Small, maintenance
manger for Susquehanna
and Wyoming counties for
PennDOT was up first.
The veteran of 18 years
with PennDOT talked of
grand maintenance plans
to rotate the conduct of
specific work in six zones,
but acknowledged, “The
pandemic put a damper on
our plans.”
He said things were starting to get back to normal and
he hoped attendees had a
great conference.
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Sheriff Robert Roberts
speaks to the media
Saturday afternoon.
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Touch-a-truck

Horns, sirens, and smiles were on display Saturday, Sept. 18, as the Dietrich Theater held its ‘Touch-aTruck’ fundraiser at Lazybrook Park. The day was well attended by all manner of emergency vehicles,
work trucks, tractor trailers, and commercial vehicles. Also on hand were food trucks, vendors, and
community resource tents. Above, four-year-old Ryker Peoples of Blakeslee gets a peek inside an Army
Humvee from Sgt. Justin Rodriguez, the area recruiter for the Pa. Army National Guard.
From left: Patrolman Tim
McCoy took a few minutes from showing off his
cruiser to chat with
Springville’s
Tristan
Search, 7, who hopes to
be a policeman one day.
Lyla, 6, and Nolan, 4, Haas
came all the way from
Clarks Green to get a
chance to climb on, in,
and around the big rigs at
Lazybrook. They especially liked this firetruck. Oneand-a-half year old Grayson
Rezykowski of Springville
was ready to chase the
bad guys on Saturday.

Active
shooter
drill
unfolds
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

If you drove by the Wyoming County Court House
early Saturday afternoon,
you were told not to be
alarmed by all of the emergency vehicles.
The people inside were
part of a ‘Lethal Threat Exercise’ involving a human
threat with a firearm.
“It’s not something anyone
wants to have to deal with in
real time,” Wyoming County
Commissioner Tom Henry
said, standing by as various
emergency responder agencies got put to the test.
Sheriff Robert Roberts
said sheriff ’s departments
Please see DRILL, Page E11
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Man faces state prison for criminal trespass
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

A 50-year-old Shavertown
man faces 14-60 months in
state prison for trespassing
onto a Mehoopany Township
home in 2018.
Joseph Anthony Dickson
was among a trio of men
who were seen running from
a Sheehan Road house, and
were reported to authorities.
A neighbor initially con-

fronted the
intruders,
and yelled at
them that he
was going to
call 911.
Another
JOSEPH
neighbor
DICKSON
said he got a
knock on the door from a
stranger, so he also called
authorities. Local police then
responded to the area around
Sugar Hollow Road and took
two of the males into custody.
A third male, Dickson, was
supposed to enter a guilty

plea around the same time as
the other two but missed the
court hearing. He then was
on the court docket to go to a
jury trial, at 10 different
times, before finally pleading
guilty in the matter on May 7.
He was to have been sentenced in August but was a
no-show, and District Attorney Jeff Mitchell asked
Judge Russell Shurtleff a
month ago to issue a warrant
for Dickson’s arrest.
Dickson was brought into
the Wyoming County Jail
this past week.
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Matthew Bartholomew
Daniele, 42, of Noxen, was
sentenced to six months probation commencing with 15
days house arrest and a $1,000
fine for DUI of a controlled
substance on Oct. 26, 2019
Jennifer Lynn Davies,
40, of Nicholson, was sentenced to one day to 18
months in county jail and a
$500 fine for endangering the
welfare of children on Dec.
18, 2020.
Albert Edward Haasz
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state sentence was apprpriate along with a $500 fine.
Other sentences handed
down by Judge Shurtleff on
Wednesday included:
Eric Jason Bartoletti, 47,
of Wilkes-Barre was sentenced to five years probation
commencing with 90 days
house arrest and a $1,500 fine
for DUI, second offense, on
July 20, 2020.
Richard Andrew Cook,
36, of Dalton, was sentenced
to 48 hours-6 months in county jail and a $1,000 fine for
DUI on Nov. 26, 2020.
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He attended his sentencing
hearing Wednesday afternoon virtually from the jail,
and when the judge asked
where he had been all this
time, he said he had a breakdown after two of his family
members passed away.
Dickson said, “I deeply
apologize for my actions.”
He told the judge that
because of his mental
state, “leniency would
be appreciated.”
T he Judg e said that
because of Dickson’s substantial criminal record, a
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