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11 female prisoners boarded out
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

County commissioners
announced at their work
session on Thursday that 11
female inmates were currently being boarded out of
county.
County Commissioner
Tom Henry said that they
were being detained in the

Wayne County Jail, because
there aren’t enough women
CO’s to safely guard the
inmates. Henry said it is costing the county around $1,000
per day to house the inmates
in Wayne County.
“It’s very expensive, and
becomes more expensive
when you have to transport
them for trials or medical

reasons,” Henry said. “This
could be helped with a couple more female guards. If
anyone knows anyone who
is interested, please tell
them to apply.”
At the work session, the
commissioners also allocated
money last week to help residents in need of drug and
alcohol rehabilitation.

The county allocated
$340,000 of a community
development grant to Trehab
to help fund the cost of drug
and alcohol rehab for up to 17
individuals. According to
Trehab Executive Director
Dennis Phelps, there is currently a backlog of people in
need of treatment throughout Wyoming County.

“This will help us greatly
in providing countywide services,” Phelps said. “I personally want to thank the commissioners for supporting
our mission by giving us
these extra funds.”
The money comes from a
community development
grant allocated to the county
during 2017. Henry said the

county would lose the funding if it was not used by the
end of the calendar year.
“Rather than completely
losing this money, we
thought we would reallocate
it to someone in need,” Henry said. “We’re behind Trehab in every move they make
and couldn’t be happier to
support them.”

Gas coming
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courthouse

TA support
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BY ROBERT BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Natural gas lines could be
fully hooked up to county
buildings by early winter.
At Tuesday’s Wyoming
County Commissioners
meeting, commissioners said
they attended a meeting with
consultant Lance Stange and
representatives from UGI
about the progress of the gas
line installation project.
Commissioner Tom Henry
said that if there are no
future problems, they expect
gas lines to be hooked up to
the courthouse, emergency
management building and
county jail by sometime in
the early winter months.
“We’ve been waiting for
this for a while now,” Henry
said. “I’m very glad we can
see the finish line a little bit.
It’s caused some headaches
the past couple of years, but I
think we can finally see the
end of the road.”
Looking ahead to the
November election, commissioners announced they
approved of a contract with
Clear Ballot Group Inc., for
$7,500. The purpose of the
contract is to perform routine maintenance on the
county’s voting machines
before the election to get
ahead of any future problems that may occur with
the machines. The maintenance will be completed
before the General Election
in November.
“This is only routine, necessary maintenance,” Commissioner Ernie King said.
“We didn’t have any problems last election as a county,

The Tunkhannock Area
School Board voted its support personnel a pay raise
last Thursday.
T he 3-year contract,
according to board president
Phil Farr, allows for a 75
cents an hour pay raise for
2021-22; a 55 cents an hour
pay raise for 2022-23, and a 55
cents an hour pay raise for
2023-24.
It also requires the support personnel to pay one
percent of their health
insurance.
The bulk of the meeting
was an opportunity for
Superintendent Heather
McPherson to address the
u p c o m i n g s ch o o l ye a r
which begins for students
on Aug. 25.
She said that the Health
and Safety Plan for the new
school year that was discussed and approved at the
previous board meeting is
now on the website at www.
tasd.org
McPherson noted that
students would be highly
re c o m m e n d e d t o we a r
masks in school, but not
required. They will be
required to wear masks on
the school bus.
She noted as of last Thursday, 74 students (across
grades K-12) would be taking
coursework via the district’s
virtual platform Fusion C3.
McPherson said that if others were planning to use the
platform, she hoped they
would let their intention be
known by Aug. 20 so materials would be ready in a time-
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A piano provides an unlikely contrast to a field of Brown Hill Farm sunflowers in recent weeks.

Sunflowers by the thousands
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

The sight of bright yellow flowers has been lighting up a Lemon Township
farm this time of year for
15 years now.
Sunflower season at
Brown Hill Farms is officially in full swing. This
year, the farm has nearly
15 acres of more than
100,000 sunflowers to
pick, take some artsy photos, or walk around to
take in the scenery.
Owner Michele Brown
planted the sunflowers at
the end of June, a little bit
after tulip season had con-
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Heather Cornell, of Laceyville, and her granddaughter Cecilia Colgrove take a closeup look at a sunflower at Brown Hill Farms in Lemon Township.
cluded. She said there were
some points where the
weather was not cooperative in letting the sunflowers grow.

“There was actually
some delay in our bloom
because of 14 straight days
of rain that fell in July,”
Brown said. “I think we’ll

have a little bit more traffic
towards the end of our season this year, but overall
the bloom still came out
very nice.”
Sunflowers only require
around an inch of water
per week during the growing season to fully bloom.
Brown plants three different fields five days apart
from each other. She said
the last field is running a
little bit behind because of
the July rainfall.
That hasn’t stopped people from coming to the sunflower festival. Heather
Cornell, of Laceyville, was
Please see FLOWER, Page E5
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Jail time for trespass and assault
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

A 22-year-old Meshoppen
man who entered guilty
pleas to criminal trespass for
breaking into a Monroe
Township home back in 2019
and simple assault for beat-

ing its resident with a
baseball bat,
was sent e n c e d
Wednesday
to
4-23
DUSTIN
months in
SAUL
county jail,
$1,000 in fines and more than
$13,000 restitution.
Dustin Dean Saul

appeared with his attorney
Joseph McGraw in front of
Judge Russell Shurtleff, and
his attorney noted there
were two other family members involved in the incident.
Saul had spent four days in
jail already and McGraw
asked for a probationary sentence.
District Attorney Jeff
Mitchell, however, asked for
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tenced to 4-12 months in
county jail and a $1,000 fine
for indecent exposure on
July 6, 2017; and to 1-11.5
months in county jail and a
$1,000 fine for simple assault
on July 6, 2017; with sentences to be served consecutively
Francis Michael Kane,
49, of Scranton, was
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Others sentenced last
Wednesday by Judge Shurtleff in the Wyoming County
Court of Comonon Pleas:
Morgan David Brown,
28, of Edwardsville, was sentenced to 62 days-12 months
in county jail and a $500 fine
for possession of drug paraphernalia on July 15, 2020.
Brandon Jay Carter, 25,
of Meshoppen, was sen-
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incarceration.
In handing down the sentence, Judge Shurtleff said it
was in the aggravated range
because Saul showed no
remorse and offered no apology to his victim for his
actions of April 29, 2019. He
received 1-12 months for
criminal trespass and 3-11
months for simple assault, to
be served consecutively.
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