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Zoom attendees challenge TASB
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Persons attending the
Tunkhannock Area School
Board meeting last Thursday via Zoom asked school
board members to quit
hiding behind the virtual
venue so people could see
their faces and follow
appropriate discussion.
Addressing an agenda
item, parent JoDee King
said she was representing
People United, a group
representing 200 citizens
and wished to speak on
behalf of the possible hiring of a freshman basketball coach.
She raised concerns as a
parent of one of the girls’

soccer team members who
had been coached by the
person being considered,
and said she had serious
reservations about why
the person in question was
even being considered.
She said her main concern
was how he interacted
with players.
Another person said. “I
am disappointed in the
board...” that this man is
allowed to coach.
Lynelle Farber, another
person from the United
group, asked questions
about payments in the
printed agenda book
which she thought were
out of line. Board member
Lori Bennett said that in

some cases they were for
services extended to special education students.
Farber later noted that
the school board meetings
should be open, given that
the board members are
elected public officials.
D u r i n g T h u r s d ay ’s
board meeting, the superintendent’s report asked
for approval of all but the
extracurricular appointments. She said the matter
would be tabled. It was not
clear when it might be
revisited.
Board member Holly
Arnold, announced that
the next board meeting, on
t h e f i r s t T h u r s d ay i n
December was designated

as a re-organization meeting and its agenda would
be defined by organizing
for 2022 with possible new
officers and meeting dates
a s we l l a s c o m m i t t e e
assignments for school
board members.
She expressed that she
hoped there could be a
meeting on Dec. 9 or 16 to
address a path forward
regard the recent court
ruling striking down the
gover nor’s mask mandate as well as continuing concerns about contact tracing.
As this was the final
meeting for Rob Parry, Bill
Swilley and Shana Gregory, each was thanked by

board colleagues for
unique gifts they brought
to the floor in their respective tenures as school
board members.
Under new business, the
board approved a contract
for psychological services
with Jacqueline Marsalek.
In other matters from
the superintendent’s
report, the board
■ Approved the following K-12 coordinators:
art (Barbara Sick),
m u s i c ( Ke v i n K r e i n berg), physical education
(Paul Grabowski), nursing (Lynn McAndrew)
and Title 1 pro g rams
(Amy Baylor);
■ Approved Thurston

COVID-19
resurgence
continues

County
awaits
ARP fund
guidance

BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

A C OV I D - 1 9 r e s u r gence continued in Wyoming County over the
past week.
For the period of Nov.
16-22, there were 92
reported positive cases of
COVID-19, which is a
decrease from 123 reported cases the previous
week, but still a number
l a r g e r t h a n wh at t h e
county has been seeing in
recent months. The new
cases bring the county
total to 2,963 since the
pandemic began.
There was also a spike
in deaths during the past
week. There were three
COVID-19 deaths during

Sick as a mentor to Ellie
Kuzma for the second
semester of 2021-22, and
first semester of 2022-23;
■ Ap p rove d H e at h e r
Mateus as a support staff
substitute for 2021-22;
■ Approved extra pay
positions for 2021-22
including Kelly Woods
(wrestling scoreboard/
timer) and Kim Roote
(ticket taker/seller);
■ Approved Volunteers
for 2021-22 including
Takowa Ayers and Jean
Starzec; and
■ Approved conference
a t t e n d a n c e by D o n n a
Demuysere at the Pennsylvania Department of Education Data Summit.

BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER
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Festival of Lights
The ‘Festival of Lights’ opened this past weekend for a fifth season extravaganza at Stone Hedge, with
the number of lights at around 4 million, and the show possibly better than ever. For the story, please see
page 18.

Wyoming County Commissioners hope to soon have
more thorough answers on
the use of American Rescue
Plan funding.
At a work session meeting
on Thursday morning, Commissioner Rick Wilbur said
the county currently has $2.6
million of its $5.2 million
ARP allotment sitting in the
bank. It has not allotted the
money for any projects yet,
because Congress has been
amending the rules as to how
the money could be spent.
“We’ve finally been getting
some direction from CCAP
Please see ARP, Page E13

Please see COVID, Page E11

Elk Lake holding vaccine clinic for students
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

The Elk Lake School
District will hold a COVID-19 vaccine clinic for 5-11
year olds.
Superintendent Ken Cuomo announced at a school
board meeting on Thursday
night that the district will
hold the clinic on Friday, Dec.
17, at the elementary school.
A clinic for second shots will

be held on Friday, Jan. 7, at
the elementary school.
“We know the vaccine has
been a polarizing issue with
some people,” Superintendent Ken Cuomo said. “We
want to give our kids a
chance to get the shot if
their families think it is the
right decision.”
Also on Thursday night,
the board voted to approve a
raise for substitute paraedu-

cators from $10.90 per hour to
$12 per hour, and substitute
secretaries and maintenance
staff from $12.30 per hour to
$13.25 per hour. The moves
were done in the hope of
attracting more substitutes
in those positions to the
school district.
“Like lots of school districts, we are struggling to
find substitutes in all positions,” Cuomo said. “I’m glad

the board approved these
changes so we can hopefully
try and better our situation,
because it has been a rough
go this year.”
The board also voted to
approve the start of an elementary homework club for
grades 4-6. The program
would be similar to the high
school program where students can stay after school on
Tuesdays and Thursdays

from 3 to 5 p.m. for peer tutoring and homework help.
“We encourage all students who are struggling in
any subject to take advantage of our homework club,”
High School principal John
Warnero said. “I’m glad to be
able to help out the elementary kids with our peer tutors
who do a great job.”
Warnero also announced
the school’s junior high

Christmas concert will take
place Wednesday Dec. 1, and
the senior high Christmas
concert will be Thursday,
Dec. 2, both concerts will be
held at 6:30 p.m. in the high
school auditorium.
Elementary principal
Marc Weisgold announced
the fifth and sixth graders
are taking part in a compost
Please see CLINIC, Page E11

Davis shares understanding of First Thanksgiving
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

Mayflower descendant
Sharyn Davis of Tunkhannock gave a program in
Tunkhannock earlier this
month on the first Thanksg iv i n g , a n d wh i l e s h e

wasn’t there, she is proud
to say that at least four of
her ancestors were.
She spoke on Nov. 13 to
the members of the DAR
— the women who can
trace their ancestry to a
patriot in the American
Revolution — and indirectly challenged them to
try to push their ancestry
back another five or six
generations.

Bit by the genealogy bug
a long time ago, Davis said
she has always been fascinated about her ancestors,
and it was around nine
years ago that she finally
was able to make all the
connections through 12
generations to the folks
who in September of 1620
on a ship bearing the
name Mayflower set sail
with 102 passengers from

England and landed nine
and a half weeks later
near what is now known
as Plymouth, Mass.
Half of the passengers
died that first harsh winter, including the parents
of her 11th great grandmother, Elizabeth Tilley,
Davis said.
The following year with
the help of native peoples,
the new arrivals had a

DON T GET LEFT IN THE COLD

FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW OR REPLACEMENT SYSTEMS! • 24 HR SERVICE

775 rutter ave. kingston
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

877.796.3926
570.696.3831

PA#012312

NATURAL GAS • PROPANE • FUEL OIL SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMPS • DUCTLESS HEAT PUMP SYSTEMS

Please see FIRST, Page E11

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
HEATING OIL • GASOLINE
KEROSENE • DIESEL

NOW’S THE TIME TO CLEAN AND SERVICE YOUR FURNACE!

WE SELL, INSTALL & SERVICE

STAFF PHOTO/ROBERT BAKER
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prosperous spring and
summer, and in the fall
gathered in a bountiful
harvest with a feast of
thanksgiving in a tradition
that has had no problems
surviving 400 years.
Of the first Thanksgiving, the actual date is
unknown, Davis said. But
the 50 Pilg rims who
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