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Elk Lake adopts $23.6M budget
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

Elk Lake School Board
approved the final budget for
the 2021-22 school year in the
amount of $23.58 million.
That is $1,564,602 more
than last year’s budget, and
Superintendent Ken Cuomo
had announced in May there
would be a budget shortfall
of $686,986.

TA science
curriculum
updated

The millage rates for both
counties that encompass the
district will rise. The millage
rate for Wyoming County
residents will be 62.23, which
is an increase of 2.04 mills.
The rate for Susquehanna
County residents will be
49.76, which is an increase of
2.01 mills.
Cuomo said the reason for
the rise is items such as

extra cleaning supplies
and technology items
needing to be
purchased.
The budget
KENNETH
also had a
CUOMO
$217,000
increase in
special education costs and a
$208,000 increase in vocation-

al education costs.
Board members Harold
Bender and Arden Tewksbury both said they were not
happy with the tax increases, but voted yes to the budget to show signs of a unified
board.
“I was thinking long and
hard about voting no,”
Tewksbury said. “But I will
not be the one who holds

back the progress that this
school district has made
over the last many years.”
The board also granted
permission to close a cafeteria CD savings account and
transfer $32,700 to the cafeteria account.
Cuomo also presented a
first draft of the district’s
2021-22 health and safety
plan. He said that the plan

Please see TASB, Page E11

Please see BUDGET, Page E11

Trail
budget
OK’d

FOUNDERS DAY

BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

The Tunkhannock Area
School Board approved a new
science cur riculum for
grades 5-8 in an otherwise
routine and quick meeting
last Thursday.
Board member Holly
Arnold, who serves on the
curriculum committee, noted
that the science curriculum
for the middle grades had not
been updated since 2014, so
the changes were overdue.
All five board members
present also gave a thumbs up
to approving the disposal of
outdated textbooks and materials in all subject areas.
With four members absent
(William Prebola, Rob Parry,
William Swilley and John
Burke), the board approved a
2021 homestead and farmstead exclusion which is usually done in tandem with a
new budget.
But the item was not discussed when the nearly full
board voted June 10 to up
school property taxes by two
mills.
The exclusion allows for a
discounted assessment for
the 4,728 homesteads and 41
farmsteads within the school
district’s boundaries.
There was no discussion
about either the exclusion or
the tax increase which caught
many in the community by
surprise.
A member of the public
did address Superintendent
Heather McPherson regarding a need for some remedial

will comply with all Department of Health and Department of Education guidelines. Currently under those
guidelines, masks will not be
required in buildings during
the upcoming school year.
“We are going to strictly
follow whatever guidelines
are in place at the time,”
Cuomo said. “As we saw

BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER
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Organizers of Founders Day were thrilled Saturday to see pre-pandemic levels of crowds returning to
Tunkhannock for the event that was cancelled in 2020.

Happy to be back
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

If there were any jitters
about whether people
would be out for Founders
Day in downtown
Tunkhannock, Nancy Parlo said they disappeared in
the first half hour.
After being canceled in
2020 due to COVID, the
Tunkhannock Business
and Professional Association President said the
sponsoring agency pulled
out the stops for a street
fair, the weather cooperated, and people thankfully
returned.
Chippy White Table, a
downtown store on Tioga
Street where owner Julie
Piazza helps interested par-

ties create memorable
events, had the perfect
event in a wedding for what
is believed to be a Founders
Day first.
It definitely made one
one couple’s day bright as
Jessica Stevens of South
Abington Township and
Richard Bullock of Saylorsburg tied the knot
amidst the annual street
fair activity featuring art
and regional food vendors,
along with live musical performances, and a classic
car show on a hot, summer
day.
Parlo said the return of
the Founders Day summer
tradition could not have
been more smooth.
“I have to give a hats off

STAFF PHOTO/ROBERT BAKER

Judy and Carl Gingher of Tunkhannock take a break
from showing their Model A to enjoy some fresh
Strawberry Shortcake, at an annual Dietrich Theater
tradition that got squelched during last year’s
COVID pandemic.
to all of the amazing volunteers,” she said. “And, the

Please see FOUND, Page E12

The Lackawanna Trail
School Board approved its
final budget for 2021-22 in the
amount of a $21.4 million budget, which includes tax
increases of 2.27 percent for
Lackawanna County residents
and .01 percent for Wyoming
County residents.
The millage rate for Lackawanna County tax holders
will rise from 170.88 to 174.76.
The millage rate for Wyoming County will rise from
91.68 to 91.69.
Business Manager Keith
Glynn said that these numbers have not been changed
since the budget was presented in May, and that the
increases are necessary
because of all infrastructure
and tech projects that have
been going on in the district.
“Everything in this budget is
necessary for the education of
our kids,” Glynn said. “No one
likes raising taxes, but the last
year has forced us to make
some necessary upgrades that
we couldn’t ignore.”
On Monday, superintendent Matt Rakauskas also
presented a first draft of the
district’s 2021-22 health and
safety plan during a virtual
school board meeting.
“Next year’s plan is much
smaller and a lot more direct
than this past year’s plan as we
are heading in the right direction,” Rakauskas said. “The
Please see TRAIL, Page E11

Mtn. Sprigs will leave you lavender
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

One might notice a beautiful smell bursting from
Mountain Sprigs Farm in
Tunkhannock Township.
That aroma is lavender.
Barbara Mislevy started
planting lavender in 2017.
She started out by planting
100 plants and got a great
crop of the plant. She points

out that lavender is not an
easy plant to grow, so she was
ecstatic.
“Because of the great crop,
I went out and ordered 300
more plants to plant for the
next year,” Mislevy said.
“Let’s just say that the luck
wasn’t the greatest the second year of the plants.”
Lavender does not bloom
to its full potential if there is
too much precipitation over
the course of a couple
months. The cold and wet
winter and spring of 2018-19

caused only 20 of the 400
plants to fully bloom.
This past growing season
has been the complete opposite however, most of the
rows of lavender plants are
in full bloom. Mislevy said
that she has not lost any of
the plants this year.
“Hot and dry is the perfect
lavender growing weather,”
Mislevy said. “We’ve had the
past almost two months now,
and we only had a couple of
big snow storms in the winter. We’ve also put gravel in
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with being able to pick lavender, chairs will be scattered
all around the property so
guests can sit and enjoy the
views of the Endless Mountains region.
There will also be activities throughout the days.
Guests will be able to make
their own sachet bags that
will leave a strong lavender
STAFF PHOTO/KEVIN MCCONLOGUE scent wherever it is left
behind. Mislevy said that lavGuests will be able to pick
ender is also becoming a
a basket of fresh lavender
very popular culinary item.
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the holes to prop the plants
up a little, which is a technique that we just learned
this year.”
Because of the good growing season, Mountain Sprigs
Farm is going to hold an
open house over the course
of two weekends in July,
where people will be able to
come and pick their own lavender.
The event will take place
Saturday and Sunday, July
3-4 and July 10-11 from 1 to
7 p.m. on both days. Along
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