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DeLucca hired as TASD interim super
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

The Tunkhannock Area
School Board hired veteran
educator Joseph DeLucca to
be Interim Superintendent
after current Superintendent
Heather McPherson retires
in January.
The vote was unanimous,
and there was no public discussion about the interview
process that brought his
name to the table.
DeLucca is 49, married
and has three sons. For the
last 11 years, he had been
director of federal, state and
nonpublic programs at the

Luzerne Intermediate Unit, a
consortium of schools in the
Wyoming Valley, which
includes Tunkhannock Area.
Contacted after the meeting, DeLucca said he had
applied for the Tunkhannock Area superintendent’s
position four years ago
when McPherson was eventually selected.
The interim position will
pay $300 a day, with the start
date to be negotiated.
Last Thursday was the reappearance of an in-person
meeting in the high school
auditorium.
Questions about agenda

items seemed reasonable at
the front end of the meeting,
and the board proceeded
with issues that were part of
its agenda.
At the end of the meeting,
Solicitor John Audi was
called on at a couple of junctures regarding questions of
the board. At the end of the
meeting, a man who claimed
to represent the interests of
members in the district, but
was not a district resident,
was ruled out of order and
other audience members
demanded to be heard.
A decision by board
members was made to

Who is Joseph DeLucca?
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

– Joseph,
John and
Drew and
our dog
Calvin. I
am a graduate of
JOSEPH
Wyoming
DELUCCA
A r e a ,
Bloomsburg University
and Marywood University
where I earned my Master’s degree in School

Editor’s note: What follows is infor mation
responding to some questions put to the new interim
superintendent of the
Tunkhannock Area School
District, Joseph DeLucca.
Examiner: Tell us a
little bit about yourself.
DeLucca: I am 49 years
of age and currently reside
in Pittston Twp. with my
w i f e M a r i a , 3 b o y s Please see DELUCCA, Page E9

Please see TASB, Page E9

County
sees sharp
spike of
COVID

Mayhem
leads to
White House
BY ROBERT TOMKAVAGE
TIMES-SHAMROCK WRITER

BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

Wyoming County saw a
spike last week in COVID-19
cases not seen since December 2020.
For the period of Nov.
9-15, there were 123 reported positive cases of COVID-19, which is a large
increase from 69 cases
reported the previous week.
The new cases bring the
county total to 2,871 since
the pandemic began.
The big spike is in large
part due to 50 new cases
reported on Saturday, Nov. 13,
a day where most counties in
the state saw spikes in cases
compared to previous days
and weeks.
On Monday, the Pennsylvania Department of Health
announced the high jump in
cases was because of the first
time inclusion of 15,414 people who were infected twice
more than 90 days apart. The
department said it reported
the reinfections as new cases
to follow new federal reporting rules.
DOH did not have a county breakdown of the reinfections.
Wyoming County Emergency Management Director
Gene Dziak said he was glad
for the clarification from
DOH as the big rise on Saturday raised some eyebrows.
Please see COVID, Page E10

abruptly end the meeting,
which it was.
Based on a agenda seen
ahead of the Nov. 18 meeting,
the board has decided to
return to Zoom meetings for
the foreseeable future.
Other actions of the board
included:
■ the appointment of
John Burke and Lori Bennett to a nominations committee to recommend officers at the December reorganization meeting of the
board.
■ approving a resolution
to increase daily substitute
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Veterans thank you
Veterans came out in droves Thursday morning to accept thanks (and a breakfast) of the Sheldon and
Sheldon-Kukuchka family of funeral homes at the Triton hose house. The annual tradition was cancelled in
2020 because of COVID, and Tim Kukuchka said it was a blessing to be back.

A Kingston man wanted on
charges of terroristic threats,
simple assault and criminal
mischief stemming from an
incident in Wyoming County
on Friday was apprehended
by the U.S. Secret Service outside a White House security
gate Saturday, Tunkhannock
Twp. police said.
Police said Joseph Anthony Frank, 36, entered a family
member’s home on Shupp
Hill Road on Friday around
2:14 p.m. and smashed windows with a baseball bat
before threatening the man
with the bat.
The victim, who feared for
his life, fired one shot from a
handgun into the ground near
Frank, which caused him to
flee the scene, police said.

LT students focus on Veterans Day history
BY KEVIN MCCONLOGUE
PRESS EXAMINER

It was different than what
normally occurs, but students at Lackawanna Trail
High School still got to learn
about the importance of Veterans Day.
Rather than have a usual
auditorium assembly with
a guest speaker, principal
Mark Murphy decided to
take a pause out of instructional time to present a virtual presentation to the
students.
The presentation consist-

ed of three different sets of
videos and each video had a
different topic. The first video was a lesson on what Veterans Day is, the second a
video about who veterans
are and what they do when
they return to civilian life,
the third video showed students how to properly thank
a veteran.
“Rather than students
gathering for a speaker, we
wanted to have them in their
classrooms to have an intimate discussion about what
Veterans Day really is,” Mur-

phy said. “A lot of these kids
might not know the history
or significance of this day, so
we wanted to teach them
about that.”
Once the videos were done
being presented, each classroom received a series of discussion questions. The classroom teacher would be the
moderator for the discussion.
Veterans Day is very special to English teacher Kelly
Hopkins. Her father served
in the Vietnam War. One
question she received from
her students was why other

area schools receive an off
day for Veterans Day. She
said while the day is rightfully considered a federal holiday, it is better to be together
to learn the significance of
the day.
“Kids who don’t grow up
in a military family might
not know that soldiers aren’t
just people who fight in combat,” Hopkins said to the students. “It’s the military nurses, cooks and barbers who
played a big role as well. This
is a day to make sure everyone gets remembered, and

I’m glad I get to teach all of
you about the military.”
Across the hall, Gena
Lengle asked her group of
seventh graders whether
they had any family members who were Armed Forces members. Kennedy Murphy, 13, answered her dad
previously served in the
Air Force and her greatgrandfather had fought in
the Vietnam War.
Although Kennedy has
heard a lot about the military
from her father, she said she
Please see LTHS, Page E5

Wyalusing woman sentenced for animal cruelty
BY ROBERT L. BAKER
PRESS EXAMINER

A 45-year-old woman
from Wyalusing was sentenced in Wyoming County
Court on Wednesday (Nov.
10) to 36 months probation
commencing with 30 days

house arrest in a case in
which she admitted responsibility for the deaths of 11
cats last December.
Erin Marie Putney of Valley View Road had faced up
to eight years in jail when
she entered a guilty plea in
September to four counts of
animal cruelty in connection
with the incident.
According to court
records, Meshoppen police

said that on a cold Dec. 22,
2020, in Meshoppen Township, Putney dropped off a
cardboard box with three
adult cats and eight kittens
on the side of the road.
She originally faced 11
counts of cruelty to animals
and 22 counts of neglect of
animals, but in a plea
arrangement worked out in
September between Putney’s
attorney, Jesse Hallinan, and

the district attorney’s office,
the plea was reduced to four
misdemeanor counts of animal cruelty, each carrying a
maximum sentence of two
years in jail and a $5,000 fine.
The animals were discovered three days before Christmas, near the intersection of
Route 6 and Copperhead
Lane, left next to a dumpster
in a taped cardboard box.
The next day a Facebook
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complaint, Putney acquired
the animals from McMicken
who told police she didn’t
have the heart to leave the
cats at a shelter, but her
friend offered to do it for her.
It was McMicken’s understanding that Putney would
take the cats to the Meshoppen Cat Rescue and leave
them there. But, according to
Please see CATS, Page E11
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post had yielded a person
who was able to identify the
cats and who they previously
belonged to.
On Dec. 28, police contacted Ashlie McMicken who
admitted the cats did belong
to her. She explained that two
female stray cats showed up
at her home in 2019, and she
had tried to find homes for
subsequent litters.
According to a criminal
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