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September 14, 2026

The Honorable Sean Duffy
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Re: Support for Dorchester County's PROTECT Planning Grant

Dear Secretary Duffy:

On behalf of the Dorchester County Volunteer Firefighters Association, representing 14 volunteer fire companies,
I express our strong support for Dorchester County's FY 2024-2026 PROTECT Planning Grant application to

develop a Transportation Resilience Improvement Plan (TRIP) for the connecting roads in southern Dorchester

County.

Our members face flooded roads while responding to emergencies in these communities. The project area lies

within a mapped floodplain, where high tides, severe storms, and chronic flooding threaten reliable access. For

residents experiencing a fire, medical emergency, or serious injury, roadway conditions can determine how

quickly help arrives.

Flooding can force detours, delay fire and emergency medical response, and make roads impassable to standard

emergency vehicles. Submerged pavement can also conceal washouts and other hazards, placing responders and
equipment at risk. These conditions complicate evacuations and can isolate residents when emergency services

are needed most.

The proposed TRIP will assess roadway vulnerabilities under current and future conditions, including sea level

rise, and recommend measures to improve resilience. Identifying vulnerable road segments and prioritizing
improvements will provide a stronger basis for future federal and state investments. This planning is an essential

step toward safer emergency access and more dependable evacuation routes.

Reliable roads also sustain small businesses and the county's historic seafood industry and provide access to
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge. We appreciate the county's attention to these community needs alongside
emergency response. We respectfully urge the Department to fund this planning grant to help protect residents,

visitors, and the first responders who serve them.

Sincerely,

Adam Tolley

President, Dorchester County Volunteer Firefighters Association
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