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Essentials

� is Week!

Wamego’s Funnyman
***

 What is that thing?
Vaping explained

***

Subscribe Today!
Call 785-456-2602

Play Rescheduled
The Wamego High School 
performances of Alice in 
Wonderland were resched-
uled from last weekend 
until this weekend, 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 22 and 23; and 
3 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 24. 
Dinner will still be served 
Friday and Saturday. For 
questions or tickets, con-
tact Jennifer Topliff at 785-
456-2214.

Wamego
Food Pantry 

Feb. 26, 1 p.m.-7 p.m., 
Wamego Family Worship 
Center, 16445 Cameron 
Circle, Wamego, Ks. 66547

Vocal Spectacular
Feb. 26, 7 p.m. Wamego 
High School and Middle 
School “Vocal Spectacular” 
concert, WHS Auditorium. 
Free admission.

Band Spectacular
Feb. 28, 6:30 p.m., Middle 
School Students, 7:30 
p.m., High School Stu-
dents, “Band Spectacular” 
concert, WHS Auditorium. 
Free admission.

Alma
Food Pantry

Feb.  22, 10 a.m.  Wabaun-
see County Fairgrounds, 
246 E. 9th St. Alma, Ks. 
66401 

Wab. Co.
Fence Restoration

Native Stone Scenic Byway 
Committee is seeking a 
stone fence restoration site 
along the Byway, for the 
April workshop.  Anyone 
with an historic stone fence 
in need of renovation and 
who would like to host a 
three day workshop, please 
contact Marsha Ericson 
785-220-4634 or ksmar-
sha@msn.com
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ADOPT ME!
Beau, M Pointer mix

At PCHS in Wamego
Ph: 785-313-3194
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Walkers Wanted!

Adoptable Dogs:
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Beth Day, Wamego Times

The Wamego offices of Pawnee Mental 
Health are expanding right along with 
Pottawatomie County, according to Jel-
ane Cook, facilities manager.

Pawnee spent the holidays moving 
from its previous location at 3 Rivers in 
the Industrial Park to the old USD 320 
district offices on Highway 24.

“We came from the 3 Rivers space,” 
Cook said. “We were with them going on 
four to five years. We had two offices, a 
nice sized lobby and a group room. But we 
wanted to expand our services. Pottawato-
mie County is the second fastest growing 
county in Kansas.”

To celebrate, Pawnee is holding a rib-
bon cutting and open house from 4-6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 20.

Currently, Pawnee’s services are un-
changed. They have outpatient services 
and twice a week substance abuse servic-
es. There are also two medical providers 
which come monthly – one for a full day 
and one for a half day.

“We also have community based ser-
vices for children and adults,” Cook said. 
She explained that CSPs (Client Support 
Providers) work with clients in non-office 
treatment modes such as their homes or 
in school. It’s supplemental to therapy 
services. They also provide school based 
programs with therapy staffs.

Once settled in, the Pawnee staff is 
looking forward to expanding those ser-
vices within the county and Cook thinks 
the new location will help them do that.

“I think it gives us a more visible pres-

ence in this community,” she said. “A lot 
of people didn’t know we were here (in 
Wamego). We had an office in 3 Rivers’ 
old building for a year before they moved 
to the new place. But there was no signage 
at the industrial park, and then you had 
to drive all the way through it. This loca-
tion is much better in both visibility and 
accessibility.”

Pawnee covers 10 counties in Kansas 
– Clay, Cloud, Geary, Jewell, Marshall, 
Pottawatomie, Riley and Washington. 
Wamego’s office is the furthest east and 
is a full time office. Cook said some in the 
western part of the coverage area are only 
open one day a week or less.

An open house is planned to show the 
new facility to the community. Cook says 
“we are projecting the end of the month. 
We want to get all our boxes unpacked 
and our staff to be there.”

Pawnee’s new address is 510 E. High-
way 24. A new sign is in the works, but 
there is one on the building. Hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.; Wednesday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.; and 
Friday, 8 a.m. – noon. They are closed 
from noon-1 for lunch. The phone number 
is unchanged at 785-456-7408.

Editor’s note: this story originally ap-
peared in the Jan. 10, 2019 Wamego Times.
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The new home for Pawnee Mental Health is 510 E. Highway 24, the old USD 320 district office. An 
open house is scheduled from 4-6 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 20.

�/�F�E���4�F�B�U�P�O���t�� �1�V�C�M�J�T�I�F�S

Dear Smoke Signal Readers:
I’m writing today to let you know about 

some changes we’re going to be mak-
ing to the two newspapers operating in 
Wamego, including The Smoke Signal.  
These changes will take place at the be-
ginning of next month.

The Smoke Signal  will continue to op-
erate as a free-distribution weekly paper. 
It will be distributed on Tuesdays. Con-
sistent with its origins, The Smoke Signal 
will remain an extremely effective way 
for businesses to reach all households in 
Pottawatomie County.

Readers might notice a change in the 
news and feature content in The Smoke 
Signal , and we want to be up front about 
that.

We also operate The Times , a long-
standing Wamego weekly. We intend to 
make that the place where you can find 
the news and feature stories, photos, 

sports stories and photos, and reports on 
what’s going on in the various communi-
ties that make up Pottawatomie County. 
We are going to simply refer to that as 
The Times , rather than The Wamego 
Times , to indicate a county wide focus.

We’re beefing up coverage in The 
Times . There’s a lot going on in this grow-
ing region.

The Smoke Signal  will continue to 
publish some of that content, too, but you 
should be aware that there will be less of 
it than there is in The Times , and it will 
be less timely. We strongly encourage you 
to subscribe to The Times, if you don’t 
already. It costs only $33.25 a year. That’s 
about nine cents per day.

Nine cents! To keep you up to date with 
what’s happening in your community. 
That’s a bargain.

Call 785-456-2602, or email office@
wamegonews.com. That way you’ll con-
tinue to be able to read the stories and see 

the photos from all the high school sports 
events, and the reports of what the local 
governments are up to, and so on.

For business customers wanting to 
reach all the households in the county 
with print advertising, we encourage 
using The Smoke Signal . Our advertis-
ing team just won six first place awards 
and the overall advertising sweepstakes 
award from the Kansas Press Association. 
We can certainly help you. We might add 
that The Times  is also an excellent way to 
reach readers who pay to bring the paper 
into their homes -- a more targeted audi-
ence.

For readers, we hope you’ll enjoy the 
changes. We intend to continue to im-
prove content and coverage of Pottawato-
mie County.

If you have questions or comments, 
feel free to contact me directly: nseaton@
themercury.com, or 785-776-2300, ext. 255. 
Or call the office, as I’ve described above.
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Representatives from the Rock Creek Dia-
mond Club attended the Feb. 11 USD 323 Board 
of Education meeting to propose a plan to raise 
the funds for a new baseball field.  

Matt Becker, Chief Financial Officer of the 
club, was joined by fellow club members Jeff 
Sturdy, Shane Sieben, and Shawn Carlson.

Becker told the board that the mission of the 
organization is to build and enhance the athletic 
fields and facilities at Rock Creek, as well as 
provide goods and services to help support the 
needs of the athletic teams.  As part of this goal, 
the group is proposing building a new baseball 
facility on the school grounds funded entirely 
through fundraising and sponsorships.

Becker pointed out some issues he has with 
the current arrangement, which requires the 
baseball team to use the field in Westmoreland.

“Right now, we have kids travelling up Flush 
Road to Westmoreland to play,” Becker said. 
“It’s kind of a safety issue for one, it’s a heav-
ily travelled road and some kids don’t drive 
the speed limit; and two, that’s not a very good 
baseball field quite honestly. We feel that now 
is a great time to jump on this, tackle it, and see 
what we can make happen.”

Becker went on to lay out pieces of the plan, 
including ways to help pay for it.  According to 
Becker, funds could come from selling naming 
rights to corporate sponsors, selling advertising 
space on the outfield fence, collecting donations 
to place company logos on the turf, and gifts in 
kind.  He feels local companies would be willing 
to donate time, labor, and supplies as well as 
possible cash donations.

The total project is estimated to cost in the 
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Mame  is bringing Dixie back to 
Dixieland at the Columbian Theatre.

The show hits the Columbian stage 
this weekend with showings Feb. 22-
24, Mar. 1-3, and 8-10.  

Libby Uthoff Stratton, the produc-
tion manager for the Columbian 
Theatre and the shows director, 
describes Mame  as “a big party” with 
a larger than life lead character “who 
takes you along for the ride through 
her adventures. You’ve just got to 
hang on.” The show revolves around 
the life of Mame Dennis and her 
nephew Patrick as she tries to instill 
in him her enthusiastic outlook on 
life through fair and foul times. We 

Need a Little Christmas, Open a New 
Window, That’s How Young I Feel , 
and of course the main title song 
Mame  are a few of the numbers you 
will hear in this 1966 musical writ-
ten by Jerome Lawrence and Robert 
Edwin Lee with music and lyrics by 
Jerry Herman. 

Stratton chose the show for its 
strong female leads, which allows 
many of the very talented actresses 
in the area to be showcased. Libby’s 
mother, Linda Uthoff who is playing 
Mame, is happy to be acting again 
after her return to the Columbian 
Theatre in 2017 as Mama Rose in 
Gypsy. After graduating from Kansas 

Mame brings Dixie to Columbian
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The cast of Mame is in rehearsal at The Columbian Theatre. They are, Hannah Emery, 
Monica Shaffer, David Fletcher, Linda Uthoff, AJ Kunz, and John Duch.

See Mame Page 11
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See USD 323 Page 11
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