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COVID Update

• World
• March 4, 2020 = 35,250 cases; 214 deaths
• Today  = 270,605,255 Cases; 5,310,477 deaths

• US
• March 4, 2020 = 128 cases; 2 deaths  
• Today = 50,635,895 cases; 809,104 deaths

• Minnesota
• March 4, 2020 = 0 cases; 0 deaths
• Today = 960,425 cases; 9,918 deaths

• Douglas County
• March 4, 2020   = 0 cases; 0 deaths
• Today  = 8,216 cases; 101 deaths



Immunizations





Omicron Variant
• South Africa
• More updates this 

weekend from UK
• Booster HIGHLY 

recommended



Monoclonal Antibody Therapy

• Vaccine-induced Immunity or Infection-induced Immunity or 
Manufactured Immunity

• Infection vs. Disease  
• COVID VACCINE & BOOSTERS prevent infection a little, Prevent 

disease some, but Prevent Severe Disease a lot!
• Monoclonal Antibody  (mAb)

• Sotrovimab from GlaxoSmithKline for Omicron
• 8/day; Monday through Friday
• COVID-19 Medication Options - Minnesota Dept. of Health 

(state.mn.us)
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Statewide Hospitalized COVID Patients
Statewide Hospitalized 

COVID Patients
Nov 8 – Dec 8 = 67% 

increase

DEC 2020 
1847
hospitalized

July 2021 
97
hospitalized

DEC 2021 
1653
hospitalized

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do you want to update this slide the day of the presentation?




75+% Hospitalized COVID Patients Are Unvaccinated
(79% unvaccinated at Alomere between Nov-Dec)





Total estimated 
preventable cost of  
unvaccinated 
hospitalizations June-
August
= $5.9 billion



COVID Situational Update
• National Guard response team of 50 aid the staffing shortages in multiple 

facilities, including those in New Hope, Onamia, and Fergus Falls.
• A team of 16 personnel from FEMA providing monoclonal antibody treatments 

in central Minnesota and help staff the vaccination site at the Mall of America
• Severe shortage of ICU and M/S bed availability causing difficulty transferring 

all patients to higher level of care
• Difficulty getting patients right care, the right time, and the right location
• High pressure on staffing positions across organizations (COVID & Non-Covid) 
• 900+ patients across MN experiencing discharge delays to LTC  due to capacity 

and staffing limitations
• Self-imposed 50% to 70% reduction in surgery cases to ease pressure on 

staffing and IP census
• Disruption to Ambulances: Frequent long distances transfers (2 transfers took 

15 hours vs. 5 hours)



16% POSITIVITY RATE 
FOR MOBILE 
COLLECTIONS

(was greater than 
42%)

Over 100 tested daily 
through Mobile 

Collections

Employee 
Absence –
COVID only

Total Staff Off Work = 30

70+ open 
job 
postings



Reality Check: About 1 in 5 
healthcare workers have left 
medicine since the pandemic 

began — Here's why
The U.S. healthcare sector has lost nearly half a 
million workers since February 2020. Of the 
remaining workers, 31 percent have thought 
about leaving.

1. Many healthcare workers believed vaccines 
would ease the traumas endured in initial 
surges. However, plateauing vaccination 
rates, lifted mask mandates and the delta 
variant undid such hopes.

2. COVID-19 patients may be more difficult to 
deal with now. Some are belligerent and 
resist basic medical procedures, while others 
have assaulted doctors and nurses and yelled 
and threaten to sue for treatments the FDA 
hasn't authorized for COVID-19 treatment.
These experiences inflict deep psychological 
scars.

3. Healthcare workers want to help patients, 
and their inability to adequately do so is 
taking its toll. Providers aren't exiting the 
field because they can't handle their jobs —
they're quitting because they can't handle 
being unable to do their jobs.
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What you can do to help:
• Get vaccinated – get your booster
• Wear a mask (even if  you’re vaccinated 

+ socially distance
• If  you feel sick, get tested for COVID-19
• Get monoclonal antibody therapy early 

if  you’re sick
• Encourage neighbors and loved ones to 

take these steps







Questions?



Thank you!
Contact Info:
Carl Vaagenes

cvaagenes@alomerehealth.com
320.762.6021

mailto:cvaagenes@alomerehealth.com
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