
Viera Voice  | September 2024 vieravoice.com22

AUGUST 2024 VIERA/SUNTREE

How would you like to be the chief engineer for an important NASA mission? In this activity, you get to design the latest and 
greatest satellite. Your satellite could help study things happening on Earth, take pictures of planets in our solar system, keep an 
eye on our sun, or even find planets elsewhere in the universe. You get to decide how to make your satellite — its all up to you. 

While you are building your satellite, though, keep in mind that your satellite must have a couple of basic things:

Build your own spacecraft!

Container: Your satellite needs some sort of container to hold all of the 
gizmos together and keep its instruments safe.
Power Source: You will need something to give your satellite electricity so 
that it can run all of its high-tech gizmos. Solar panels or fancy batteries 
are two options.
Scientific Instruments: This is why you launched your satellite in the first 
place. Instruments can take pictures of faraway galaxies or planets right 
here in our Solar System, measure chemicals in Earth’s atmosphere or 
keep a close eye on our Sun’s activity. It’s your decision. 
Communication Device: You will need some way to communicate with 
Earth. Antennas (shaped like dishes or poles and rods) are a good way to 
do this.
Orientation Finder: Make sure you have something that lets your satellite 
know where it’s pointed and which way is ‘up.’ Something that looks at 
the stars (a star tracker) or the sun (a sun tracker) would work.

Here’s the plan:
The idea is to make your own satellite using whatever (safe) materials you feel like using. The only requirement is that it must 
have the five basic things mentioned above. Here are some ideas for what to use. They are just suggestions. Be creative and find 
new ways to build your satellite. You can also make your satellite edible, if you so desire.

Edible Ingredients:
• rice crispy treats
• sugar wafers
• graham crackers
• pretzels
• gummy worms/candy
• licorice twists
• frosting
• brownies
• toothpicks (don’t eat 

these, just use them to 
keep the food together.)

Non-edible Ingredients:
• juice boxes or other small boxes
• toothpicks
• chopsticks
• plastic cups and bowls
• popsicle sticks
• straws
• screws, nuts and bolts
• paperclips
• construction paper
• balloons
• CDs or DVDs
• shiny paper
• rubber bands
• sponges
• velcro
• Elmer’s glue
• tape

KIDS PAGE

Can you name all eight planets in order?

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune

All images sourced from Shutterstock, NASA

OK kids, it’s again that time of the year 
to get creative and artistic and come up 
with your ingenious designs for your Mini-
Crow.

Never built one before? Don’t worry — 
just have fun with your creative design and 
show it off at the Viera Harvest Festival on 
Oct. 19.

The Mini-Crow division in the Viera 
Voice Scarecrow Stroll and Viera Harvest 
Festival has been a huge hit for the past 
several years. This year, it promises to 
provide even more fun and entertainment.

Children who wish to build a scarecrow 
of their own and bring it to the Kids 'Crow 
Building Contest at the start of the Viera 
Harvest Festival can win cash prizes. 

Remember, Mini-Crows can be no taller 
than 3 feet tall and they must incorporate 
straw or hay. 

All Mini-Crows must be on site and 
ready for display at Woodside Park by 
10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 19 when the Viera 
Harvest Festival begins. There is no entry 
fee for the two age groups — 5 to 8 years 
old and 9 to 14. The first-place winner in 
each age group will earn $15. The second-
place winner will take home $10, and the 
third-place winner will receive $5.

Traditional ’Crows will be at businesses 
and organization locations across the 
greater Viera/Suntree area from Oct. 3 
through 17 before they are moved to the 
Viera Harvest Festival at Woodside Park at 
1705 Crane Creek Blvd., off Murrell Road. 

The Mini-Crows will be on display at 
the Saturday, Oct. 19 event at Woodside 
Park.  Unlike the traditional scarecrows 
in the event, the Mini-Crows will not be 
auctioned for charity. They will remain the 

child's property.
The Mini-Crow division was created to 

give children a chance to participate in the 
crow-building event, Viera Voice publisher 
Jill Blue said. Many of the children who 
have participated in the past are already at 
work on this year's entries.

“I’m excited to see what the kids come 
up with this year,” Blue said. “It will be a lot 
of fun at this year’s Viera Harvest Festival.”

Children are encouraged to use hay and 
recycled items, where possible.

Rules and a registration form can be 
found online at vieravoice.com/scarecrow_ 
stroll. Builder registration forms will also 
be available in the October issue of the 
Viera Voice. For more information, call 
321-242-1235.  VV

Kids Mini-Crow Building Contest promises to be competitive
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CALLING ALL 
 ROBOT BUILDERS

If you and your school's robotics team want 
to be a part of our inaugural Viera Voice 

Robots Carrying Pumpkins, give us a 
call at 321-242-1235 

or email  
media@bluewatercreativegroup.com

Teams will have the opportunity to showcase 
their robots and must demonstrate what it 

can do. It might encourage other students to 
consider STEAM programs at their schools.

Rules and registration at Vieravoice.com


