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FIRE

Trailer fire under investigation as possible homicide
MARK ROSENBERG/
MROSENBERG@VICAD.COM

BY MARK ROSENBERG
MROSENBERG@VICAD.COM

Authorities suspect a
Thursday morning fire at
a Victoria County mobile
home was set to destroy
evidence of a homicide.
As of Thursday evening,
the Victoria County Sheriff ’s Office had not identified suspects or made any
arrests, said Chief Deputy Will Franklin, Victoria
County Sheriff ’s Office.

A mobile home fire
on Northside Road
Thursday morning is
being investigated
by the Victoria County Sheriff’s Office.
The scene is being
treated by investigators as a homicide
and arson.

The identity of the deceased person, who was
found inside the mobile
home, was not determined Thursday.
Franklin, who declined
to go into detail about the
condition of the body, said
authorities are awaiting
autopsy results from the
Travis County Medical
Examiner’s Office to confirm the person’s identity.
About 5:55 a.m. Thurs-

day, a 911 call came in
reporting a mobile home
fire, Franklin said. Firefighters arrived on scene
at 6:01 a.m., and the sheriff ’s office arrived nine
minutes later.
The large, yellow single-wide mobile home
at 1181 Northside Road
where the fire took place
was cordoned off by caution tape, but the right
half of the home was se-
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verely burned, and the
upper edge of the building, just under the roofline, appeared charred.
“In the course of working the fire, evidence was
uncovered that the Victoria County Sheriff ’s Office
is now working as a probable homicide and arson,”
Franklin said.
Franklin declined to de-
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NEW BUSINESS

Shiner native motivated to life of service as paramedic, firefighter

ADVOCATE FILE PHOTO
Miranda Wallace, owner of Sweet and Savory
Bakery and Bistro, mixes batter in a 2018 photo.

Sweet and Savory
Bakery and Bistro
to open shop in
Victoria Mall
BY CODY BAIRD
CBAIRD@VICAD.COM

PHOTOS BY EMREE WEAVER/EWEAVER@VICAD.COM

Portrait of Greg Najvar in front of a fire truck at the Lone Tree Volunteer Fire Department on Thursday.

MORE INFORMATION

BY CHASE ROGERS
CROGERS@VICAD.COM

s a boy, the medical drama and action-adventure television show “Emergency!” was a
regular pastime in Greg Najvar’s childhood
home.
The show’s heroic display of paramedics and
firefighters in the Los Angeles metropolitan area
was inspirational to Navjar as a young boy, he said.
Specifically, one of the lead characters, played by
actor Randy Mantooth, was an idol to him.
“They always rode in to save somebody and save
the day. There was always a happy outcome. I
knew at a young age that I wanted to do that,” said
Najvar, now 57. “I had two goals: Get Mantooth’s
autograph, which I already did, and do what they
did in the show in real life.”
After graduating high school, the Shiner native
went on to become a paramedic, kicking off a
sprawling career that has taken him all over the
Crossroads, the state of Texas and, in some cases, out of state to respond to emergencies big and
small.
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Texas A&M Task Force 1, which
Najvar has been a member of since
2002, functions as one of 28 federal
teams under the Federal Emergency
Management Agency FEMA’s
National Urban Search and Rescue
System and as a statewide urban
search and rescue team under
direction of the Texas Division of
Emergency Management. The task
force also coordinates the state’s
swiftwater rescue program and the
Greg Najvar holds some of his patches in front of the
helicopter search and rescue team
which works in conjunction with
Lone Tree Volunteer Fire Department on Thursday.
Texas Military Department.
Since 1997, the task force has
These days, his life’s mission is to pass on his served the state of Texas and the
experience to the next generation of emergency nation by participating in over 100
medical responders and firefighters.
deployments, completing search
Colleagues have said he has clocked thousands and rescue missions with highly
trained and qualified personnel.
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WEATHER

Reversing the trend;
let them eat Kix

Homemade, handcrafted bread will
be on the menu starting Friday with
the soft opening of a new Victoria café.
Sweet and Savory Bakery and Bistro will feature a lunch menu including patty melts, hamburgers, Philly
cheesesteaks and other sandwiches
— all on delicious, homemade bread,
said owner Miranda Wallace.
The café also will feature other
items, such as the chicken salad,
made from local-sourced ingredients.
Coffee also will be served.
“I actually teamed
up with local farm- IF YOU GO
ers to get my meat,” Sweet and
she said. “We’re Savory Bakery
using
Heritage and Bistro soft
Acre Farms for our opening
chicken and Turkey ■ WHERE: 7800
Hollow Farm for our
N. Navarro St.,
ground beef.”
Victoria, in the
The soft opening
Victoria Mall
on Friday is de- ■ WHEN:
signed to hammer
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
down any issues so
Friday
that the restaurant ■ CONTACT: 361can present its best
541-2143 or
face to the commuvisit the cafe’s
nity, Wallace said.
Facebook page.
“It’s a run through
for my staff and myself to see how we can make things
run smoother for our grand opening,”
she said.
A grand opening is scheduled for
Oct. 1.
Wallace also operates Gluten-Freedom Bakery.
“We have a full bakery menu,” she
said. “We have cakes, brownies,

(As of 7 p.m. Thursday.
Prices are subject to change.)
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