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INVESTIGATION

Cuero man arrested after San Antonio man found dead at motel
BY CHASE ROGERS
CROGERS@VICAD.COM

Authorities have charged a man
with murder after another man was
found dead at a Cuero motel Sunday
morning.
Cuero police arrested Michael
James Broz, 37, of Cuero, and
charged him with murder after a
preliminary investigation of the
crime scene, Police Chief Jay Lewis
said Wednesday.

Lewis declined to comment on the
investigation and how it led to the
arrest of Broz, who was present at
the scene when police arrived, he
said.
The dead man was identified as
Kenneth Edward Dixon, 57, of San
Antonio, Lewis said. Dixon was
staying at the motel at the time.
Lewis declined to disclose what
the cause of death was, citing
the ongoing investigation. He

ENVIRONMENTAL

said an autopsy was ordered.
As of Wednesday, investigators
were awaiting results from the autopsy.
Police were called to a motel in
the 2100 block of North Esplanade
Street about 4:30 a.m. after someone discovered the body, Lewis said.
Broz was arrested about 6:30 a.m.,
about two and a half hours after police were called. There were no other suspects in the investigation as of

Wednesday, Lewis said.
Dixon was pronounced dead by
Justice of Peace Precinct 2 Blanca
McBride, Lewis said.
McBride deferred questions to
Lewis through an office clerk, and
Lewis deferred further questions
to District Attorney Robert Lassmann, who declined to answer
questions about the investigation
on Wednesday.
“This is an ongoing investigation,”

he said in an email.
“My office has no
comment at this
point.”
The Cuero Police Department is
the lead agency in
the investigation,
Lewis said. As of
Wednesday,
no

Broz

SEE INVESTIGATION, A6
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‘SEVERE OR DESPERATE’
ADVOCATE FILE PHOTO

The skyline of Formosa Plastics Corp. in
Point Comfort.

Formosa to pay
nearly $3M in EPA
lawsuit after fires,
chlorine release
BY CODY BAIRD
CBAIRD@VICAD.COM

Formosa Plastics Corp. has agreed to
pay $2.85 million for violating the Clean
Air Act, the U.S. Department of Justice
announced.
Monday, Formosa agreed to settle
a federal Environmental Protection
Agency lawsuit, which says the plastics
manufacturer failed to comply with the
Clean Air Act, a federal law designed
to reduce and control air pollution.
The EPA began investigating Formosa after a series of explosions, fires
and accidental releases at their Point
Comfort plant. The first accident, a
fire, occurred on May 2, 2013. The last
investigated accident, a chlorine release, occurred Oct. 5, 2016. Injuries to
workers include second- and third-degree burns and chlorine inhalation.
The accidents at Formosa’s Point
Comfort property also caused damage and the release of hazardous substances into the environment, the DOJ
said in a Monday news release.
More than 50 people were evaluated
or treated for injuries related to the accidents, according to the lawsuit.
“Formosa repeatedly failed to comply
with the chemical accident prevention
provisions of the Clean Air Act at the
Point Comfort plant, repeatedly placing their workers, neighbors and the
environment in danger,” said Assistant

SEE FORMOSA, A6
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Shanquil Fennell, director of transportation for Victoria’s school district, checks a bus before driving a route after schools let out on Wednesday.

VISD sees bus driver shortage
BY SAMANTHA DOUTY
SDOUTY@VICAD.COM

School bus engines whirred
to life as drivers throughout the
Victoria school district’s bus
barn prepared for their afternoon routes.
The drivers walked around
the vehicles checking tires for
any flats and working through
a laundry list of safety to-dos
before they picked students up
Wednesday afternoon.
Bus checks are a norm for
drivers, but this year some drivers now drive combined routes
as the district, like many others,

struggles with a driver shortage.
About 33 drivers work for the
district with 13 openings for
drivers and substitute positions,
the district’s Transportation Director Shanquil Fennell said.
“Due to the driver shortage,
many routes are being adjusted
to accommodate routes that do
not have a driver assigned to it,”
he said.
This is not a Victoria-specific
problem.
The National Association for

School buses get ready to leave the bus barn in Victoria for afternoon

SEE BUSES, A6 routes on Wednesday.
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DISCOVER 361

Old, new meet in downtown Victoria

EMREE WEAVER/
EWEAVER@
VICAD.COM

ADVOCATE STAFF REPORT

Tammy and
David Murphy, owners
of the
Chick-fil-A
restaurants
at Whispering Creek
and the Victoria Mall,
have a new
home office
in downtown
Victoria.

Cows are on the roof
of a downtown Victoria
building. Don’t worry,
that’s the new Chickfil-A corporate headquarters. The headquarters brings new life to
the longtime building
with a modern/industrial design by a Victoria
native. The story of the
new home for the very
popular company is one
of the many stories you

will find in the premier
edition of Discover 361,
the Victoria Advocate’s
new lifestyle magazine.
It will arrive on the doorsteps of our home delivery customers Sunday.
Copies of the magazine
will also be available at
the Victoria Advocate
office, 101 W. Goodwin
Ave, Ste. 1200, and on
stands in many places
throughout the Crossroads including Cuero

Pecan House, Museum
of the Coastal Bend,
Pumphouse Riverside
Restaurant Bar and
Grill, Citizens Medical
Center, Premium Appliances & More, Victoria
All Sports, Sassy Antler
Boutique, Santa Rita,
Devereux Gardens Floral & Gifts, Nave Museum, Presidio LaBahia,
Five Points Museum of
Contemporary Art and
many other places.
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