Local glider pilots aim to make sport more accessible
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HALLETTSVILLE

Hundreds come to Kolache Fest in search of pastries, good times
BY CHASE ROGERS
CROGERS@VICAD.COM

HALLETTSVILLE – Like
others on Saturday, Savannah
Neece arrived with one thing
in mind, a certain Czech sweet
pastry. As organizers began
setting a table for a kolache
eating contest, however, the
10-year-old set her sights on
the gold.
At the shout of “Go!” and facing three other contestants in
the 5-10-year-old bracket, Savannah, of Hallettsville, quickly dispatched two kolaches in

Colton Hancock,
left, and Savannah Neece
compete in a
kolache eating
contest as part
of Kolache Fest
in Hallettsville
on Saturday.
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just over a minute, taking only
a few sips of water in between
bites.
The crowd erupted into
cheers, whistles and praises
as she rang a bell, signalling
she was done.
“She is quick,” said Janet
Spies, vice president of the
Hallettsville Chamber of Commerce, which organized the
event. “She really flew past
the boys.”
Savannah was cheered on by
hundreds of people who came
to Hallettsville on Saturday
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for the city’s annual Kolache
Fest, an event offering the
chance to dance, shop, play
and eat kolaches while celebrating the area’s rich Czech
and German heritage.
For the uninitiated, kolaches are sweet pastries with a
fruity filling in the middle with
added sugar on top. Kountry
Bakery, a local Hallettsville
bakery that’s served the community since 1979, provided
thousands of the festival’s
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HEALTH

FISHING FOR DATA
Researchers study relationship between plastics, mercury in local bays

As flu season
begins, health
department
offers shots
BY MARK ROSENBERG
MROSENBERG@VICAD.COM

EMREE WEAVER/EWEAVER@VICAD.COM

Jess Myers, a graduate student of Jeremy Conkle at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, cuts a small sample from a red drum at Froggie’s Bait Dock
in Port O’Connor on Sept. 18. Though Myers’ field work period for her thesis officially ended Sept. 1, her research was instrumental in understanding the
best sampling methods for the larger research project examining the relationship between plastic and mercury and how they impact local fisheries led by
co-lead investigators Jeremy Conkle and Jessica Dutton.
BY KALI VENABLE
SPECIAL TO THE ADVOCATE
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f you’ve frequented popular fish cleaning stations
in Calhoun County in recent weeks, there is a good
chance you were approached by
friendly researchers asking to
sample your catch.
The researchers are part of
Jessica Dutton’s team and don’t
need the whole fish, just a small
muscle sample that will be analyzed for mercury and selenium.
“It is about a 1 to 2 gram muscle plug that is taken right behind the back of the head of the
fish,” said Dutton, an assistant
professor in the biology department at Texas State University,
whose students have collected
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m o r e
than 350
samples
Check out a photo
difgallery from this study from
ferent
at victoriaadvocate.com species.
T h e
sampling and analysis are part
of a multiyear study to examine the presence of, and relationship between, mercury and
plastics in the fisheries of Lavaca, Matagorda and San Antonio
bays.
Dutton and Jeremy Conkle, an
assistant professor of chemistry
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, are co-lead investigators on the project, which was
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Jess Myers, left, and intern Maddie Holley look for macroplastics while

SEE RESEARCH, A4 doing some mock sampling at one of their research sites in Point Comfort.
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■ WHAT: Flu shot clinic hosted by
the Victoria County Public Health
Department
■ WHERE: Dr. Pattie Dodson Public
Health Center, 2805 N. Navarro St.,
Suite 102 in Victoria
■ WHEN: 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday. Starting the
following week, weekly on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, and from 1:30
to 5 p.m. Thursday afternoons
■ COST: $35 for regular dose, $65 for
higher dose (recommended for age
65+). Cost is covered for Medicare and
Medicaid recipients
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With the beginning of flu season
approaching, the Victoria County
Public Health Department is hosting its first two vaccination clinics
this week.
The clinics will be from 8:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday at the Dr. Pattie Dodson Public Health Center, 2805 N. Navarro
St., Suite 102. Starting the following
week, clinics will be held on a regular basis on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings as well as from 1:30 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Thursday afternoons.
Flu shots are recommended by the
Texas Department of State Health
Services for anyone 6 months and
older, especially for pregnant women, adults age 65 and older, children
up to 5 years old and people with
chronic health conditions.
“Once we go into the fall and winter months, we definitely see the increase in flu and other respiratory
illnesses in our area,” said David
Gonzales, director of the Victoria
County Public Health Department.
“It’s one of those things that’s especially important for those with
existing health conditions.”
The Victoria Fire Department,
which hosted flu vaccine clinics for
low-income and homeless residents
last year, is planning to give out flu
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