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GOVERNMENT

Final Hurricane Harvey repair invoice to be discussed
BY CAT DELAURA
CDELAURA@VICAD.COM

Victoria County Commissioners will hear an
update concerning the
payment of the final invoice related to insurance claims and expenditures for damages and
repairs after Hurricane
Harvey.
The invoice from Commercial
Restoration
Company includes a
projected total payment
ADVOCATE FILE PHOTO of $192,301.
Commissioners
will
The outside of the Victoria County Courthouse.

also consider renewing
the local disaster declaration that County Judge
Ben Zeller issued last
Monday. If approved, the
disaster declaration will
remain in effect indefinitely until ended by either the county judge or
commissioners.
The county has also
expressed hopes that it
will be able to receive
funding for border related expenses through
House Bill 9, which will
provide an addition-

al $1.8 billion in state
funding for border security over the next
two years. However,
whether
any
funding and how much
will be available for
Victoria County is not
clear at this point.
Commissioners
will
also approve the Victoria County sheriff and
constable fees for 2022.
Neither the sheriff ’s office nor the constables
intend to increase their
fees next year.

IF YOU GO
■ WHAT: Victoria County Commissioners Court meeting
■ WHEN: 10 a.m. Monday
■ WHERE: Victoria County 1967 courthouse, 115 N.
Bridge St., second floor
■ HOW TO VIEW: To view the meeting online, go to
victoriacountytx.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx.
■ HOW TO PARTICIPATE: To participate in
commissioners court remotely by phone, call 888475-4499 or 877-853-5257 and enter webinar
ID 413 911 847. You will join in listen-only mode.
Request to be heard by entering 9 on your phone.
To participate by computer or smartphone, go to
us04web.zoom.us/j/413911847 from a device with
a camera and microphone. You will join in listen-only
mode. Request to be heard by “raising your hand.”

MEMORIAL

COVID-19

‘HE LED ME ON A GOOD PATH’

US has enough
virus vaccines
for boosters,
kids’ shots

DPS special agent remembered for sense of humor, life’s choices

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — With more
than 40 million doses of coronavirus
vaccines available, U.S. health authorities said they’re confident there will be
enough for both qualified older Americans seeking booster shots and the
young children for whom initial vaccines are expected to be approved in
the not-too-distant future.
The spike in demand — expected
following last week’s federal recommendation on booster shots — would
be the first significant jump in months.
More than 70 million Americans remain unvaccinated despite the enticement of lottery prizes, free food or
gifts and pleas from exhausted health
care workers as the average number
of deaths per day climbed to more than
1,900 in recent weeks.
Federal and state health authorities said current supply and steady
production of more doses can easily
accommodate those seeking boosters
or initial vaccination, avoiding a repeat of the frustratingly slow rollout of
COVID-19 vaccines across the country
early this year.
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A photo of Dustin Slovacek sits at the entrance of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall in Cuero.
BY CODY BAIRD
CBAIRD@VICAD.COM

UERO — The Veterans of
Foreign Wars Hall in Cuero
was filled to the rafters, but
the room was silent save
for the sound of shifting feet
and the occasional cough.
Members of the highway patrol, police officers and sheriff’s deputies stood at attention,
mixed in with a room full of Cuero residents.
A Marine Corps honor guard
folded a flag at the front of the
room. Even the large ceiling
fans cooling the hall were quiet,
not letting a single whir of the
blades or rattle of bolts interrupt the moment.
Finally – with the flag folded
– bagpipes echoed throughout
the hall, the somber sounds of
“Amazing Grace” punctuating
an afternoon of remembrance.
The town of Cuero showed up
en masse to honor the memory
of one of its native sons Sunday.
Department of Public Safety
Special Agent Dustin Lee Slovacek, 37, died Sept. 12 after
battling COVID-19.
Slovacek, who served in Afghanistan with the Marine
Corps, was born and raised in
Cuero, and his death struck a
chord throughout the community and beyond, Pastor Glenn
Moore said.
Moore learned of Slovacek’s
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Biden’s response
to Haitian
border surge
VIEWPOINTS A5

IMMIGRATION

Haitians returning
to a homeland that’s
far from welcoming

MEMORIAL FUND
The Slovacek family has opened
a fund in his daughter’s name.
Donations to that fund can be
mailed to:
Dustin Slovacek Memorial Fund c/o
Trust Texas Bank
P.O. Box 808
Cuero, Texas 77954

made all the perfect decisions.
He’s such a good example and
the reason I’m here today.”
Brian Cornell graduated from
Cuero High School with Slovacek and the pair enlisted in the
Marine Corps under the buddy
system, he said. Though they
enlisted together, they were
split up in boot camp but reconnected in Okinawa, Japan.
“Seeing him there provided
a familiar face in an otherwise
foreign environment,” he said.

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Deported from the United States, Pierre
Charles landed a week ago in Port-auPrince, a capital more dangerous and
dystopian than the one he’d left four
years before. Unable to reach his family, he left the airport alone, on foot.
Charles was unsure how to make his
way to the Carrefour neighborhood
through a city shrouded in smoke and
dust, often tolling with gunfire from
gangs and police. On the airport road,
the 39-year-old laborer tried unsuccessfully to flag down packed buses.
He asked motorcycle drivers to take
him but was told again and again that
the trip was too risky.
Finally, someone agreed to take him
as far as a bus stop.
“I know there are barricades and
shootings,” Charles said as he took off
into the unknown, “but I have nowhere
else to go.”
At least 2,853 Haitians deported from
Texas have landed here in the last
week with $15-$100 in cash handouts
and a “good luck out there” from migration officials — many setting foot in
the country for the first time in years,
even decades.
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SURVIVORS
Dustin Slovacek is survived by:
■ PARENTS — David and Kimberle
Wynche Slovacek;
■ FIANCÉE — Lisa Sepulveda;
■ DAUGHTER — Mia Slovacek;
■ STEP-SONS — Easton and Blake
Skelton;
■ BROTHER — Dylan Slovacek;
■ NUMEROUS AUNTS, UNCLES AND A Department of Public Safety honor guard marches through the VFW
COUSINS

Hall at Dustin Slovacek’s memorial service.

death when Moore’s daughter
called him from Des Moines,
Iowa to tell him the news, he
said.
“I’m thinking, ‘I live in Cuero,
where you hear about things
before they’re even said’,” he
said. “It was another 13 minutes before I knew it was the
truth.”
Slovacek’s younger brother,
Dylan Slovacek, spoke about
the support they had received
from the community. Following
Slovacek’s death, his brother’s
wife made a Facebook post letting the community know what

had happened. As the family
returned to Cuero, they invited people to stand on the side
of the road to honor Slovacek’s
memory.
“It was a three-hour notice,
and it seemed like a quarter of
the town was out standing next
to the road,” he said.
Slovacek’s brother followed
him into the Marine Corps and
then to the DPS, he said.
“He led me on a good path,” he
said. “I wouldn’t follow him just
anywhere. If he made bad decisions, I’d make my own, but he
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