
Verona Area School District

Feds sue over equal pay
Lawsuit alleges district paid male 
special education thousands more
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

The Verona Area School District has 
been sued for alleged pay discrepan-
cies between a recently hired male spe-
cial education teacher, and long-tenured 
female special education teachers who 
perform substantially equal work.

In a complaint field in the U.S. District 
Court in the Western District of Wiscon-
sin on Tuesday, Jan. 25, the federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
alleges the district violated the Equal Pay 

Act of 1963 by paying nine of its female 
special education teachers less than a 
singular male special education teach-
er, despite them all having the same job 
description and two of the female teachers 
being nationally board-certified in special 
education while the male teacher is not.

The complaint asks the court to require 
the district to pay back wages to the 
female special education teachers, as 
well as force the district to provide equal 
employment opportunities for women and 
“eradicate the effects of past and present 
unlawful employment practices.” 

District executive assistant to the super-
intendent Rhiannon Smith declined to 
comment further on the lawsuit in anemail to 
the 

Verona Area School District

Princl to retire
Spent 31 years serving 
as teacher, librarian, 
charter director
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

After a career spanning 
three decades and being 
in all but one of the Vero-
na Area School District’s 
elementary schools in that 
time, New Century and 
Verona Area International 
School director Ann Princl 
is planning to retire.

The Verona Area Board 
of Education unanimously 
approved Princl’s resig-
nation, effective June 30, 
during its Monday, Jan. 24 
meeting. The vote was met 
with sadness, as multiple 
board members spoke high-
ly of Princl and her work in 
the district after spending 
her entire 31-year career 
at Verona Area schools, 
including her student teach-
ing job before graduating.

“I just want to say how 
incredibly grateful we are 
for her time in the district 
and all of her work and that 
her impact on students will 
be felt long into the future,” 
board president Meredith 
Stier Christensen said.

Princl told the Press on 
Tuesday, Jan. 25, that while 
she’s retiring in order to 
gain a bit more balance in 

her life and be more avail-
able to family members.

But she’ll miss seeing the 
district’s students following 
her retirement, Princl added.

“I love what I do, work-
ing with students, the staff, 
the families. This is just an 
opportunity to make a little 
change, move on to my next 
chapter,” she said. “The kids 
… bring me joy every day.”

Princl has worked in all 
but one of the district’s ele-
mentary schools since 1991. 
Early in her career, she was 
shifted around between 
Sugar Creek, Country View 
and Stoner Prairie as both 
a second grade teacher and 
a librarian, and later ended 
up at Glacier Edge as both 
a teacher and district-wide 
mentor coordinator. 

Then in 2016, she was 
appointed as director of 
both New Century School 
and Verona Area Interna-
tional School, and split her 
time between the build-
ings in the cities of Vero-
na and Fitchburg before 
the two charter schools 
came together under one 
building for the start of the 
2020-21 school year.

 “I’m so appreciative to 
have landed in and spent 
my career in a place as won-
derful as the Verona Area 
School District – I couldn’t 
have imagined being any 
place different,” Princl said.

Email reporter Kimberly 
Wethal at kwethal@wis-
consinmediagroup.com 

and follow her on Twitter 
@kimberly_wethal.
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PERFORMANCES NOW AT  
VERONA HIGH SCHOOL, 234 WILDCAT WAY

Verona Area Performing Verona Area Performing 
Arts Series Arts Series 2021-2022 Season

VAPAS, PO Box 930316,
Verona WI 53593 

Tickets available only online  
www.vapas.org

Four Guyz In Dinner Jackets
Saturday, February 26, 2022 • 7:30 p.m.

The Four Guyz in Dinner Jackets will 
charm you with their stirring vocal 
harmony, comedy and choreography in 
their production of “Now in Technicolor.” 
Experience the sounds and sights of the 
Golden Age when music entertainment 
was delivered to living rooms across 
America through the television set! 
Whether you are a fan of classic doo-
wop, pop, or rock, this fabulous foursome 
will please the lover of time-honored 
Americana that spans the genres of the 
50’s, 60’s and 70’s.

Just chillin’
Veronans flock to Harriet Park for 
first Frozen Fun Fest
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

The sound of ice skates gliding across 
the ice and the crackling of bonfires large 
and small around the ice rink were the 

dominant sounds at Harriet Park on Satur-
day, Jan. 29, for the first Frozen Fun Fest. 
The festival was held at the outdoor ice 
rink, and included ice skates rentals pro-
vided by Verona Ice Arena, games, a bon-
fire and hot cocoa and hot dogs.

Email reporter Kimberly Wethal at kwe-
thal@wisconsinmediagroup.com 

and follow her on Twitter @kimber-
ly_wethal.

Photos by Kimberly Wethal

From left, Diana Nava, Kyle Sprecher, Breeja Landsman, Jamie Bryhan grill hot dogs around 
the fire during the Frozen Fun Fest on Saturday, Jan. 29, at Harriet Park.

Photos by Kimberly Wethal

A girl skates with the stabilizing help of a chair during the Frozen Fun Fest on Saturday, Jan. 
29, at Harriet Park.

File photo

From left, Verona Area International School kindergartener 
Lily Gentry, director Ann Princl and first grader Monroe 
Stewart walk toward the socially distanced classroom lines 
near the front of the school. The first day of school was 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020, a week later than initially planned 
to give staff more time for professional development.
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