
Verona man sentenced 
to 12 years for child 
pornography possession
Heitman deemed 

‘dangerous person’ 

needing long prison term

William Heitman, 35, of 
Verona, pled guilty and has 
been sentenced to 12 years 
in federal prison for possess-
ing child pornography.

Timothy M.  O’Shea, 
United States Attorney for 
the Western District of Wis-
consin, announced the sen-
tencing on Monday after-
noon. The sentence will 
be followed by 15 years 
of supervised release, and 
U.S. District Judge William 
M. Conley also ordered the 
defendant to pay $9,000 in 
restitution to the three vic-
tims depicted in the images 

Heitman possessed.
In June 2020, Verona 

police officers found Heit-
man in a park sleeping in his 
car. Heitman told officers he 
was recently released from 
state prison after serving 
a sentence for possessing 
child pornography. Officers 
then learned that Heitman 
was on extended supervision 
for that offense. 

During a search of Heit-
man’s car, officers found 
two SD cards containing 
over 1,000 videos of chil-
dren engaging in sexually 
explicity conduct. Heiman 
admitted to downloading the 
images and soliciting and 
trading images of child por-
nography with two groups.

Man who slain 
daughter gets 
no parole
Judge denies release, 

saying anything less 

doesn’t balance out 

murder of 13-year-old

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

A former Glacier Edge 
Elementary School custodi-
an who drunkenly stabbed 
his teenage daughter to 
death while she was bathing 
in July 2020 will spend his 
entire life incarcerated after 
a judge deemed him ineligi-
ble for future parole.

In a Thursday, Feb. 24, 
hearing, Dane County Cir-
cuit Court judge Nicholas 
McNamara ordered Travis 
Christianson, 46, to life in 
person with no option for 
parole or extended supervi-
sion. In September, Chris-
tianson pleaded guilty to two 
felony charges, first-degree 
intentional homicide in the 
stabbing death of his then-13 
year old daughter Addrianna, 
and attempted first-degree 
intentional homicide in the 

stabbing of his then-wife.
Christianson had previ-

ously pleaded not guilty to 
both charges.

McNamara told Christian-
son during the hearing that 
what he had done to his teen-
age daughter, in stabbing her 
66 times and slashing her 
an additional 11, was what 
prompted him to decide that 
Christianson should never be 
eligible for release, accord-
ing to a story from the Wis-
consin State Journal.

“I think anything less 
than a full life sentence just 
doesn’t balance with what 
you’ve done,” McNamara 
said.

Christianson’s lawyer, 
Jessa Nicholson Goetz, had 
asked McNamara to consid-
er making him eligible for 
release after 20 years, saying 
that no one could know what 
kind of person Christianson 
would be after two decades 
of being incarcerated, the 
State Journal story states. 
But McNamara instead said 
that keeping Christianson 
permanently incarcerated 
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Verona Area School District

Black students see largest literacy gains
STAR testing shows 7% average 

growth between fall, winter

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

Verona Area School District’s 
Black students in grades 2-9 made 
the largest gains on average between 

the fall and winter in literacy, as 
focus groups have been emphasized 
in at least two school sites to help 
students who were falling behind.

According to data provided by the 
district to the Verona Area Board of 
Education at its Monday, Feb. 21, 
board meeting, literacy in Black stu-
dents across grades 2-9 increased by 
7%, resulting in a third of its students 

being proficient or advanced.
Elementary school students in 

grades 2-5 on average also made the 
largest gains in literacy on average, 
with those students’ rates of being 
proficient or advanced going up by 
6% to 70%. That’s twice the district 
average of students who moved into 
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Good vibes on the big stage
VAHS Multicultural Show 

returns to stage with kindness,  

diverse backgrounds on display

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

Verona Area High School students 
brought their pride and pieces of their 
culture to the stage during multiple per-
formances of the Multicultural Show 
on Thursday, Feb. 24.

Students performed the show three 
times, twice for the student body during 
the school day and a third time for the 
general public on Thursday night. The 
show, which is run by the school’s Mul-
ticultural Leadership Council, featured 

a fashion show of clothing from around 
the world, dances to Bollywood, 
AfroBeats and Latin American music 
and songs that students connected to as 
a part of their heritage.

The show also featured two pre-re-
corded videos, one from the school’s 
Unite club that works to bring together 
students of all abilities to support one 
another through kindness and inclu-
sion. Another that discussed the differ-
ences between culture appropriation, 

which is defined as an inappropriate or 
unacknowledged adoption of at least 
one element of a culture or identity, and 
cultural appreciation, and how exam-
ples of both have impacted high school 
students and staff.

The show is typically held in Decem-
ber in conjunction with the school’s 
Youth Social Justice Summit, but was 
postponed due to a rumored weapons 
threat that day. The decision was made 
to postpone the Multicultural Showcase 
from that day because school admin-
istrators felt seeing the show, which is 
performed twice during the day, was a 
significant aspect of student learning.

Email reporter Kimberly Wethal at 
kwethal@wisconsinmediagroup.com 

and follow her on Twitter 
@kimberly_wethal.
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Latino Nation performs a series of dances originating from different Latin American countries and the Caribbean during the 
Multicultural Showcase on the evening of Thursday, Feb. 24, at the Verona Area High School Performing Arts Center.

Verona Area School District
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To see more photos from the Multicultural 
Showcase, visit VeronaPress.com


