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Verona council 
approves zoning 
map following 
reconsideration
Ordinance passed with 

6-2 vote on Monday

MADDIE BERGSTROM

Staff Reporter

The Verona Common Coun-
cil approved a zoning map 
amendment to change 411 Prai-
rie Heights Dr. from Suburban 
Commercial to Public Instruc-
tional and accommodate for 
high school land use by Impact 
Charter School during a meeting 
on Monday, March 13. 

District 1 Alder Chad Kemp 
and District 3 Alder Phil 
Hoechst requested reconsider-
ation of the ordinance following 
a 5-4 decision on Jan. 23 deny-
ing the rezoning of 411 Prairie 
Heights Dr.

Impact Charter School, 
along with city staff, made 

amendments to the initial zoning 
map proposal to address public 
safety and traffic concerns raised 
by the public and alderpersons at 
the Jan. 23 meeting. 

Changes include making 
the school day from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. (or periods within this 
timeframe), with drop-off occur-
ring between 7:30-8 a.m. and 
pick-up between 3-3:30 p.m., 
not exceeding a capacity of 260 
students, limiting the grades 
taught at the school from ninth 
to twelfth, along with maintain-
ing parking and transition traffic 
flow according to Impact Char-
ter School’s plan. Currently, the 
school does not intend on having 
daily bus pick-up and drop-off. 

During public comment, 
seven local residents expressed 
concerns regarding traffic and 
public safety issues that a new 
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Goddard School of Verona 

earns NAEYC accreditation
MADDIE BERGSTROM

Staff Reporter

Mawara Sohail is a pharmacist by 
training. After becoming a mom, she 
started looking for childcare for her 
children in Verona, who are now 11 
and nine years old. 

“I needed to go back to work and 
I wanted to send them somewhere 
where it’s not just changing diapers 
and eating meals,” she said. “On 
top of that, I wanted their days to be 
focused on education and (make sure) 
it’s well spent while they’re away 
from me.”

When looking for high-quality 
e d u c a t i o n - f o c u s e d  c h i l d c a r e 
p r o g r a m s ,  h o w e v e r ,  S o h a i l 
encountered extremely long waitlists. 

“We never actually got a call or a 
spot in those programs,” she said. 

Sohail identified a need in the 
Ve r o n a  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  m o r e 
education-focused programs, and 
began researching what quality 
preschools looked like across the 
nation. She discovered The Goddard 
School,  which appeared as the 
number one childcare franchise with 
over 600 schools in the United States. 

Despite holding no background 
in childcare, Sohail and her husband 

Salman Ahmad opened the first 
Goddard School in Dane County in 
April 2016, which serves over 180 
children between the ages six weeks 
and six years through a play-based 
learning approach, according to a 
news release. 

Upon opening the school, Sohail 

said she participated in training, 

took courses and earned credentials 

to understand what the childcare 

business is about.
And Sohail’s  training proved 

successful – this past February, The 

Goddard School of Verona earned 
accreditation through the National 
Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC), which 
acts as a mark of distinction in early 
childhood education, the release 
states. 

Precious Woodley is one of two 
directors at The Goddard School and 
managed the accreditation process 
through NAEYC, which she said 
began in March 2022. 

“Understanding that we’re already 

City of Verona

Chief Dresser holds 

Q&A session at 

Verona Senior Center
MADDIE BERGSTROM

Staff Reporter

Verona Area Police Chief 
David Dresser may now hold 

a  d i fferent 
title, but he’s 
far from new 
to the Verona 
community. 

“I was born 
and  r a i sed 
here in Vero-
na,” he said. 

“Some of my 
original childhood memories 
(are) growing up on Melody 
Lane, learning how to ride 
my bike in the parking lot of 
St. James Church. It’s hard to 
believe how time flies by, and 

I never intended to be a home-
town boy – to stay here – but 
my mom was a single woman 
and I was the baby of the fam-
ily… I just couldn’t leave her 
alone.”

Dresser said he is honored 
to be part of the community 
he grew up in, and has been 
walking through the doors of 
the Verona Police Department 
since 1986 as part of the Vero-
na Explorer Post. 

“If it wasn’t for that expe-
rience – here in Verona at the 
Verona Police Department 
– I probably would not have 
become a police officer and 
I wouldn’t be here today,” he 
said.
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Our Family Serving Your Family For Over 70 Years
We are Hiring!

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Municipal

Inspection Service, Septic Pumping, Pipe  

& Tank Locating, Jet-Vac Service, Sewer Cleaning

Serving Dane & Rock Counties Since 1948!

Terra Herale Owner 608-256-5189

Keith & Kinsey Schulz
Real Estate Team

Making a Difference, 

One Home at a Time!

(608) 492-2272

kschulz@KeithAndKinsey.com

www.KeithAndKinsey.com

Your local market 

specialist!

The Goddard School of Verona, located at 102 Prairie Oaks Drive, currently serves 
more than 180 children between the ages of six weeks and six years.

Dresser

Photo submitted

From left to right, Verona Area High School ASL students Alexa Gueldner, Maddy Christiansen, Aliza Xiong, MiKayla Ott, Leslie 
Alvidrez-Fonseca, Kenya Tambronino, Gannon Jefcoat and Najiib Maow take a picture with a Black ASL gallery the students 
created during Black History Month.       

To read the full story, see page 8
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