
Get to know your local 

Girl Scout Troop 8606
Girl Scout Troop 8606 all started 

with two girls who wanted to be Scouts. 
When the daughters of Kelly Gibson 
and Carolyn Jahnke expressed their 
interest, the two mothers – and former 
Scouts themselves – huddled together to 
form their own troop.

From there, the two took on recruiting 
members for a troop from their daugh-
ters’ classes, garnering up 12 students 
from the Verona Area International 
School. The group’s enrollment is now 
up to 22 members as of the last year’s 
membership, the majority of which 
attend VAIS or New Century School.

Get to know more about the troop 
with this Q&A with Gibson:

What age levels or grade levels 
are in Troop 8606?

We are a daisy brownie troop, which 
includes Scouts in kindergarten through 
third grade. One membership year ends 
Sept. 30 and a new one starts Oct. 1. In 
last year’s membership, we had 22 girls.

What West Madison  
communities or school  
districts are the members 
from in addition to Verona?

Service Unit 16 is comprised of 
approximately 70 troops (about 1,000 
scouts and volunteers) that are com-
prised of the West Madison and Vero-
na area. Most of the girls are either  

Madison Metropolitan School District 
or Verona Area School District eligible, 
but there are also some homeschooling 
or online schooling students. As VASD 
does include some Fitchburg addresses, 
we also have a number of girls from that 
area as well. 

What/who is SU16  
team/program? 

The Service Unit 16 team is a group 
of troop leaders and volunteers from 
the West Madison/Verona area. We try 
to offer support to our leaders through 
local meetings and trainings. We offer 
local monthly programming to our 
scouts at low or no cost. Our picnic 
point campfire and s’mores event in 
June was free, July’s event at Troll 
Beach cost the price of admission to the 
park, the August beach clean up cost $1/
person (to cover supplies and patches), 
and September’s ice cream social was 
another free event. We also held a troop 
leader meeting at the end of September 
to help leaders learn about the fall fund-
raiser, talk about training opportunities 
and generally brainstorm.

Can new girls join any time? 
New girls can join troops all year 

long. In my experience, the limiting 
factor is based on how many volunteers 
are able to help at troop meetings, not 
lack of interest of scouts. My own troop 
had to stop at 18 girls last year as Girl 

Scouts has safety ratios that are based 
on age.

How long have you been the 
Troop 8606 leader? Do you 
have a daughter or other 
family members in the troop?

I started as a troop leader in August 
2021. My daughter is in the troop, 
and I found a classmate of hers that 
also wanted to be a Girl Scout (whose 
mom also had previously been a scout). 
The two of us found each other and 
co-founded our troop. From there we 
recruited other classmates and were off 
and running. Initially the troop began 
with 12 students, all from Verona Area 
International School. Now we are up 
to 22 members, the majority of which 
attend VAIS, but we also have a signifi-
cant number from New Century School. 
As these two charter schools are housed 
within the same building, it makes sense 
to combine forces!

My daughter is a fourth generation 
girl scout. I was a Girl Scout for 12 
years growing up in California. I earned 
my Gold Award, which is the highest 
award a Girl Scout can earn (similar 
to the Eagle Scout). My mother and 
grandmother were also Girl Scouts. My 
mother also took a turn for a few years 
leading my troop, so I’ve had excellent 
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Members from Girl Scout Troop 8606 share why camp is their happy place. The troop was formed in August 2021 by Kelly Gibson 
and Carolyn Jahnke.
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Let us be your one-stop shop 
for fall decorations

Hours: 9am-6pm Sunday through Saturday 
www.kopkesgreenhouse.com

1828 Sand Hill Rd, Oregon, WI 53575

Fall Season
NOW OPEN!
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Page 14
Messages from the City of Verona Mayor and Town of Verona Board Chair about  recent progress in  the local communities.

Page 15
Questionnaires feauturing new businesses that have opened in the Verona area this year.

Page 16
Letters from the Board President of Badger Prairie Needs Network and the Superintendent of the Verona Area School District.

Page 18
Staff members from the Verona Senior Center and the Verona Public Library offer their own reflections on the past year’s successes.

And more!
Look through the entire Progress section to find a collection of informative articles and display ads from our generous sponsors.

Page 20
Hear directly from the staff at Epic and the Executive Director of the Verona Area Chamber of Commerce about recent updates.

See pages 13-20 for this year’s special “Progress” 
section, detailing recent developmments in Verona.

Linen & Clove wants to 

create beautiful homes
New lifestyle brand 

opens in Verona

ALISYN AMANT

Staff Reporter

Dani Petta and Kim Schaaf 
knew that Verona lacked 
the communal, collabora-
tive space that they dreamed 
of creating for themselves 
and other women in the 

community. That gap, com-
bined with their lifelong, per-
sonal passions for home decor 
and design of all types, led 
to a friendship, partnership 
and the opening of Linen & 
Clove. 

Petta and Schaaf’s compa-
ny, which opened its phys-
ical storefront to the public 
on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 606 
W. Verona Ave., is a lifestyle 
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Dani Petta and Kim Schaaf are long-time residents of Verona and 
the Madison area. 
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