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City of Verona

City honors
‘encyclopedia
of knowledge’
Dave Walker
Longtime parks director
worked 30 years for city
SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Staff reporter
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Andy Scott in the AV control room at Village Hall ahead of the Jan. 10 Common Council meeting.

Staying tuned for 19 years
NEAL PATTEN
Staff reporter

For the past 19 years, Verona
Hometown Access Television – or
VHAT for short – has been kept on
air through the work of Andy Scott.
Scott said he was “lucky” to
lock into the job, having gotten his
degrees in theater arts and motion
picture filmmaking back in the 1980s

– the kinds of degrees he said a person has to get lucky to be able to use.
He bounced around a bit, first a
few years at Madison’s public access
channel and then helped Mount
Horeb get one started, before coming
to work for Verona’s station.
He wasn’t supposed to have been
working solo from the control room
for nearly two decades. In fact, a
coworker was hired the same week
as him, but she soon went onto Sun
Prairie and became a “mover and
shaker” for the community access
TV there, he said.
And at 63, Scott said he’s not
going to be running VHAT for much

longer himself.
Despite the pandemic, he said his
role hasn’t changed too much over
the past two years.
“VHAT had been doing the online
stuff before COVID-19,” he said.
The VeronaWIMeetings YouTube
channel launched in April 2013 and
has been providing recordings of
Common Council and Plan Commission meetings ever since. The biggest change was when the meetings
switched from in-person at Village
Hall to virtually over Zoom for a
stretch of the pandemic.
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Verona Area School District

Admin says not all cases linked
to in-school transmission
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

More than half of the recorded positive COVID-19 cases seen in Verona
Area School District students were
confirmed in the first full week of
January.
At the same time, the district is
dealing with a significant number of its teachers out – some with

Spring election

Choices slim on ballot
Only contested race
will be for school board
at-large seat
KIMBERLY WETHAL

More than half of student positive cases occur in one week
COVID-19, but others out for a variety of other reasons.
District superintendent Tremayne
Clardy showed the Verona Area
Board of Education the updated
dashboard during the Monday, Jan.
10, meeting that had 262 students
testing positive between Jan. 3 and
Jan. 10, more than half of the 505
students who have tested positive
since the start of the 2021-22 school
year. Over a third of those cases have
been in Verona Area High School
students, with 105 cases; the second-highest number of COVID-19

cases in the last week have been
diagnosed in Badger Ridge Middle
School students, with 43 new cases.
Clardy told board members that
despite seeing more than half of the
district’s recorded cases in the past
week, administrators were still dedicated to providing in-person education, five days a week, but wanted to
give transparency as to what district
staff are dealing with at the moment.
“Our students and families have
been adhering to our mitigation strategies … many of these were numbers
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Staff reporter

It’s shaping up for there to
be only one contested race
for local elected office this
spring on ballots in the greater Verona area.
The only contested race
will be for the Verona Area
Board of Education, where
an appointed member of the
board who’s been serving for
a little over two months will
be challenged by a school
board newcomer. Other
local elections for the City
of Verona, including both
the mayor’s spot and all four
alder seats, and both Dane

County Board of Supervisors
seats will be uncontested,
with incumbents running for
both unopposed.
The Town of Verona did
not respond to an email
request for who was running
for office by press time on
Tuesday, Jan. 11, but only
one incumbent, Phyllis Wiederhoeft, will be running for
her second term. The other
board supervisor, Doug Maxwell, won’t seek re-election
to his seat.
The spring election will
be held on Tuesday, April 5,
2022. A primary election in
February won’t be needed
for any Verona-area races, as
there are no seats with more
than two people running
for them. Prospective candidates had to turn in their
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Verona Hometown Access
Television manager Andy Scott
shares about time in role

Dave Walker is finally
done mowing the lawn.
The long-time city Parks
and Urban Forestry director is calling it a career on
Jan. 21, after three decades
of helping to keep the city’s
parks and landscape looking
good.
City officials honored
Wa l k e r w i t h a w o o d e n
plaque and plenty of compliments at the Monday, Jan.
10 City Council meeting.
Administrator Adam Sayre
called him an “encyclopedia
of knowledge for the city.”
“Any time I needed anything, it’s like, ‘Dave how
did this happen in the past?’”

Sayre said. “He goes, ‘Oh,
I’ll tell you a story about
that,’ and you’ll get all the
information you need, and
(he’s) just a wonderful person.”
The 1989 Verona High
School graduate started
working for the city as a
part-time summer maintenance staffer in 1990, when
the entire parks department
was two full-time employees and two summer helpers overseeing 10 parks. He
found a permanent position
in the department in 1993,
moving up to director in
1997.
Now, Verona has 27 parks
and the department has six
full-time employees and a
total of 16 positions, including summer and mowing
staff.
Sayre said Walker is a

