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Verona Area Community Theater

Bonding
over bots
Student team succeeds
at robotics competition
NEAL PATTEN
Staff reporter
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Kathy Seldon (Natalie Popp) makes a surprise entrance while celebrating the success of Monumental Studios’ latest film
during Sunday’s performance of VACT’s production of “Singing in the Rain Jr.”

Community theater returns to center stage
In-person Verona Area Community Theater children’s
shows returned to the stage this past weekend. VACT
produced two shows, “Seussical, Jr.” and “Singin’ in
the Rain, Jr.” from Thursday, Nov. 18 to Saturday, Nov.
20 at the Badger Ridge Middle School Performing Arts
Center.
– Eddie Brognano
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Hometown Holidays kicks off on Dec. 3
Tree lighting event returns, chili
supper is drive-thru this year
“There’s no place like home for
the holidays,” is how the famous seasonal song goes, but for many locals
there’s no place like Hometown for
the holidays.
And the holidays are set to kick off
next week with some familiar faces.
On Friday, Dec. 3 there will be the
return of several traditional events.
The evening begins with a tree
lighting ceremony at 5:20 p.m. with
News 3 Now (CBS) chief meteorologist Gary Cannalte in a live broadcast from Central Park. Central Park
is located at the intersection of Paoli
and Main Streets, next to the Verona
Senior Center.
Prior to the telecast, Santa Claus
will arrive in one of the Verona Fire
Department’s fire trucks and mingle
with the kids. Resurrection Lutheran
Church members will be caroling.

For a group of Glacier
Edge and Sugar Creek elementary school students, a
trip to Milwaukee on Saturday, Nov. 13 was expected
to be more a learning experience than a winning experience.
But for the 10 kids ages
10-11, their first trip to a
FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology) robotics challenge earned them a first
place award and a spot at
the sectionals competition
on Dec. 18.
The Verona Robocats
team is coached by husband
and wife Susan and Adam
Smedema along with their
friend Hillary Plumb.
They put the team together last year for their kids
to have a STEM (science,
engineering, technology
and math) related activity

DPI: VASD ‘exceeds
expectations’ in
2020-21 report card

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Staff reporter

Flanked by children, Claus and Cannalte prepare to light the trees in Central Park
in 2019.
And from 4-7 p.m., the Verona Chili and hot dogs will be served.
Senior Center at 108 Paoli St. will be
the host of a drive-thru chili supper.
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Verona Area School District

State, superintendent
urge care in
interpreting results due
to pandemic
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to do during the pandemic,
as the Smedema’s son isn’t
particularly into sports,
Susan told the Press. They
wanted their kids to have
an extracurricular activity
they could be excited about
during the shutdown.
Smedema was on sabbatical from teaching at University of Wisconsin-Madison, so she had the time to
put together a team and host
meetings both virtually and
in her garage.
The team of Verona 5 th
graders didn’t compete last
year but instead got to know
about the software program
and coding process to get a
handle on robotics.
And this year, when the
seven Glacier Edge and
three Sugar Creek students
began meeting in August,
their coaches didn’t have a
lot of expectations for success. Rather, they wanted
the team to just learn more
about the challenge and
have fun and grow, Smedema said.
“I liked to call us the

Verona Area School District has been deemed to
“exceed expectations” set
by the state Department of
Public Instruction.
The distinction, given out
based on the 2020-21 academic year, is the same as
what the district earned for
the 2018-19 school year,

with a slightly higher score
of 75 for 2020-21 than the
score of 73.2 two years
prior. No district report
card data is available for
the 2019-20 school year
because the state ordered
schools to close their doors
to in-person instruction for
a quarter of that year as the
COVID-19 pandemic took
hold.
This is the district’s second consecutive year of
having an overall score
that exceeded expectations;
from 2017-18 to 2018-19,
the district improved significantly in the areas of
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