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Sewing seeds in 
the community
Savanna Oaks project 

provides pillowcases  

to abuse survivors

NEAL PATTEN

Staff reporter

When Savanna  Oaks 
Middle School’s Family 
and Consumer Education 
teacher  Mol ly  Lawson 
was struggling through 
a  divorce  a  few years 
ago, she was connected 
w i t h  D o m e s t i c  A b u s e 
Intervention Services in 
Madison.

The single mom said 
women trying to leave 
unhealthy environments is a 
sensitive topic.

At Savanna Oaks, she 
teaches a variety of topics 
including personal financial 
literacy, human growth and 
development, anti-bullying, 
nutrition and cooking.

But her favorite unit 
to teach her students is 
sewing – and that unit’s 
future became uncertain 
when the interim principal 
for Savanna Oaks told her 
the school could no longer 
help her fund repairing or 
replacing her classroom’s 
sewing machines following 
this school year.

“Lots of school districts 
have gotten rid of sewing 

m a c h i n e s ,  t h e y ’ r e 
expensive,” Lawson told 
the Press.

Needing money to save 
her machines, she started 
digging around for grant 
ideas and discovered one 
offered jointly by EverFi – 
a digital financial literacy 
education platform – and 
the Green Bay Packers.

The par tners  offer  a 
grant program intended 
to “inspire change” and 
promote  socia l  jus t ice 
initiatives.

As Lawson’s seventh 
grade s tudents  a l ready 
make pillowcases as their 
annual sewing project, they 
brainstormed and decided 
to  use the pi l lowcases 
fo r  the  good  o f  the i r 
community.

Inspired by Lawson’s 
previous use of Domestic 
A b u s e  I n t e r v e n t i o n 
Services, they decided to 
donate to the women and 
children who seek shelter 
services.

“We were brainstorming 
and I thought, ‘What can 
I do?’” Lawson said. “We 
already do pillowcases, and 
I really believe in helping 
struggling people.”

She had three students 
help her with scripting their 
pitch to apply for the grant 
money to make pillowcases 
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Badger Ridge interim principal announced
Search for permanent principal 

to resume in January

NEAL PATTEN

Staff reporter

Beth Steffen has been appointed as 
the interim principal of Badger Ridge 
Middle School effective starting on 
July 1 for the 2022-23 school year.

“This appointment will provide 

a year of  s tabil i ty for  Badger 
R i d g e , ”  Ve r o n a 
Area School District 
superintendent Dr. 
Tr e m a y n e  C l a r d y 
wrote in a  May 6 
email  to  famil ies . 
“ M s .  S t e f f e n 
currently serves as the 
Language, Literacy 

and Equity Specialist at 
Badger Ridge. As such, she already 
has strong relationships established 

with students, staff, and families 
and understands the culture, climate, 
and day-to-day operations at Badger 
Ridge.”

In an email sent to families on 
Friday, April 8, Clardy announced 
the resignation of principal Jamie 
Thomas, who had taken over the 
position just last summer from 
retiring principal Alan Buss.

At the time, Thomas wrote in an 
email to the Press that she had 
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Welcome to the barbecue
AzTec Taqueria to offer 

authentic Mexican recipes 

and seasonings 

NEAL PATTEN

Staff reporter

If you love traditional Mexican 
burri tos,  tacos and tortas,  a new 
restaurant  opening at  160 Kenan 
Court aims to hit the mark by offering 
authentic birria, carne asada, al pastor 
and pollo.

While authentic meats will be a core 
part of the menu at the forthcoming 
AzTec Taqueria, vegans and vegetarians 
can  a l so  en joy  mar ina ted  to fu . 

Homemade corn tortillas and freshly-
prepared green and red salsas will also 
be an integral part of the fare.

The business opened on Cinco de 
Mayo (May 5).

O w n e r  S a l v a d o r  Te c p o y o t l ’s 
own mom and dad are the culinary 
masterminds behind the recipes at his 
restaurant. Their authentic food will 
never have been seen in the area before, 
he said. These recipes and seasonings 
have been handed down for generations.

Tecpoyotl grew up in the Puebla 
region of Mexico. When he was four 
years old, his family immigrated to 
California where he and his five brothers 
worked in fields picking grapes for 
Sun-Maid Raisins company during the 

1990s. In 2004, 
they relocated to 
the Midwest.

In Wisconsin, 
Tecpoyotl rose 
u p  t h e  r a n k s 
at a national fast food franchise from 
dishwasher to busboy to supervisor to 
general manager over 17 years.

Working in  an air  condi t ioned 
restaurant was an “oasis” after years in a 
110° field, he said.

For the past five years, he dreamed of 
taking all that he learned and going into 
business for himself. Though, it’s much 
more than just about making money, he 
wants to welcome everyone to la carne 

Photo by Neal Patten

Business owner Salvador Tecpoyotl is shown alongside his family. 
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On the Web

instagram.com/
aztectaqueria
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