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Woollybear 
Festival crowd 
is a tribute to 
its founder
By CANDACE BARCZYK

Call it a comeback.
Woollybear 49 did not have the Fox 8 esti-

mated pre-festival crowd of 125,000 people, 
but “Little John” Rinaldi said it best on stage 
when he said, “When you have a nice event 
on a nice day, people will come.” And they 
did.

Woollybear returned after a year of hi-
bernation due to COVID-19, and Vermilion 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Sandy Coe said the parade was six back, 
vendors sold out of food, and the crowd 
was a nice size, but not overbearing. Rinaldi 
commented to Coe that the Woollybear 500 
Race had the most contestants in that race 
in years. “Where did they all get the wool-
lybears? There were 100-something woolly-
bears. I thought we would be there all day,” 
said Coe.

the late Fox 8 meteorologist Dick Goddard, 
passed away, but his spirit was ever pres-
ent, and his name was invoked many a time 

Rinaldi reminded crowds that the reason 
Goddard came up with the festival to begin 
with was to provide free entertainment for 
families to enjoy. His spirit is smiling down 
on the impression he left, as families did just 
that.

“It was a peaceful atmosphere. I didn’t 
know which way it was going to go because 
of COVID,” she said. “I liked that it was a 
very nice crowd. It wasn’t 150,000 like it was 
one year when it was bursting at the seams. 
After the parade, it wasn’t bad to get out. It 
seemed smooth. I can’t give an estimate – 
I would just be throwing it out there.” Coe 
said Fox 8 was well-represented as many of 
its on-air personalities were in attendance at 
Sunday’s festival.

Coe said the festival took on less vendors 
this year so they could be spaced for COVID 
precautions. “We had half the food vendors 
so we could space them out.” She said in-
stead of standing in front of the stand, crowds 
went to the side, and they “were still as long 
as Cedar Point lines.” She said the Fox 8 and 
Ohio Lottery booths had long lines, “they 
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Turn to Woolly on Page 8

The Woollybear Festival was first initiated 49 years ago by the late Dick Goddard to 
offer free family fun, and it delivered. Pictured is the Woollybear King Michael Jessel 
and Woollybear Queen Carlee Law, both of Vermilion. Little John Rinaldi said both had 
“the hometown advantage.” Also pictured is the winning heat of the Woollybear 500, 
in which Paisley Burkey and her woollybear, Spot, came away victorious. The VFW 
Riders 7576 were among the parade’s winners, along with the Medina Antique Power 
Association and The American Heritage Girls Troop 4120 of Vermilion. (VPJ photos – 
Candace Barczyk, Ingemar Svala, Missi Valenti)
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