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Council approves 
sewer rate increase, 
monthly EPA fee
By CANDACE BARCZYK

The administration, with the help of coun-
cil, is motoring forward to start its major 
projects, and at Monday’s special city coun-
cil meeting, completed the second phase 
of its project by passing ordinances that in-
crease the monthly EPA fee on residents’ util-
ity bills by $5, and also by increasing sewer 
rates over the next three years.

At May’s council meeting, Finance Di-
rector Amy Hendricks said the sewer rates 
had not been increased since prior to 2010. 
She said waiting 12-plus years with an aging 

not to mention the current 8.5% rates was 
“not the best practice to maintain solvency.” 
Sewer rates will increase by $1.14 per unit 
($2.30 to $9.10 depending on household 
usage per month).   She said increases of 
3%, 2.5% and 2.5% would be part of that 
legislation for both water and sewer. Hen-
dricks said in prior rate discussions this 
spring, she noted some cities were adopting 
multiple year rate tables. “This is a sound 
practice as it allows for better planning for 
the future.” She said if costs escalate above 
projected, there is something planned while 
other adjustments can be evaluated as con-
ditions change.

At that same meeting, Hendricks asked 
council to enact legislation for a $5 per 
month increase to the sewer EPA fee for 
each account that will be earmarked for 

assessments and to provide a source of rev-
enue to borrow funds for critical sewer proj-
ects.” She said each $1 of the increase could 
pay for as much as $1 million in borrowing, 
so a total of $5 million is possible. She said 
the initial project planned is the VOL sani-
tary sewer, but the purpose will be kept gen-
eral for sewer projects as at some point, the 
VOL project will be paid for, and the next 
project will be on the line. Councilwoman 
Barb Brady said she remembers when the 
administration asked for a 25 cent increase 
as opposed to the $5 and told residents a 
small increase each year is easier for people 
to swallow instead of these big increases. 
Hendricks said the three-year increases are 
part of this ordinance. 

Council recently enacted the additional 
$5 permissive use tax allowed by the State 
of Ohio. This is $5 per year for each regis-
tered vehicle, whether it be a car, boat, RV, 
motorcycle. Per council’s yes vote, this tax 
will be implemented for January 2023. 

PUD development on Sunnyside gets thumbs up
By CANDACE BARCZYK

Vermilion City Council approved 6-0 an 
ordinance rezoning 120.6 acres at Sunnyside 
Road owned by Corner Lot Properties, LLC 
from R-1 Estate Residence to a Planned Unit 
Development after a public hearing held 
Monday. The project, if all phases are ap-
proved and completed, will bring 429 homes 
to the east side of Sunnyside Road, just south 
of the railroad tracks.

Dan Kelley, owner and president of Cor-
ner Lot Properties, said there are a lot of 
things that need to be done to get the proj-
ect completed, the most challenging being 
extension of the sewer south of the railroad 

-
nities for the city down the road and in the 
future.” Kelley said he is teaming up with 
Ryan Homes to build and said the reason for 
the PUD request is that today’s homebuyers 

do not want larger lots. He said buyers are 
“looking for lifestyle” and no major care. 
“They are looking for lower maintenance.” 
He said consumers are buying this type of 
property at rapid rates, and they are trying to 
feed this in Vermilion. Kelley said there are 
65 streets in Vermilion that have the same/
similar density of 55 front footages or less.

Councilwoman Barb Brady said she was 
concerned about the sewers. Kelley deferred 
to City Engineer Chris Howard, who said 
there is a 15-inch sanitary line. Brady asked 
about the development in relation to the cur-
rent wastewater treatment plant. Howard said 
he is working with the consultant. “We have 
made them aware of this potential project 
and in the analysis, they are considering this 
development in the evaluation of the plant.”  
Mayor Jim Forthofer said the consultants are 
looking at both residential and commercial 

expansion in evaluating the plant.
Kelley said the sewer extension is “an ex-

pensive proposition” as the developers must 
follow the railroad’s lead, which causes a 
greater expense. “I really believe it’s going 
to be a win-win project for the city, or I 
wouldn’t be standing up here.” Kelley said 
once the sewer is extended, it will have the 
capacity to serve other parcels in that area, 
right up to Rt. 2 where Jerusalem Road has 
a stub. Kelley said you have to have a starter 
project to extend the sewer. “This is that 
project.”

Councilman Brian Holmes asked Kelley if 
they would be willing to work with neighbors 

have each phase of the project go through 
the channels, and of course they would be 
willing to do that. He said the majority of the 
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Sitting on the dock of…Huron Street
Summer is in full swing, and while many of us aren’t crazy about this hot weather, one thing residents and visitors 
can agree upon are the beautiful vistas in and around Vermilion at this time of year. Our own Scott Dommin created 
an Internet sensation with his picture of a sunset off a dock on Huron Street. Let’s hope for a summer of many more 
of these scenes. (VPJ Photo Scott Dommin)
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