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Parks Board backs comfort station after  
plan comes in $75,000+ over budget
BY CANDACE BARCZYK

To spend or not to spend. That was the 

question Parks member Brad Scholtz had 

for fellow board members at its Nov. 16 

meeting relating to costs of the proposed 

comfort station at Main Street Beach. 

The board, after discussion, said the for-

mer. Chairman Terry Parker said, “What 

I’m hearing is that we want to do it right.” 

Added Parks member Kate Repola, “And 

we want to do it now…it’s time to have a 

facility down there that matches what we 

would like Vermilion to look like and not a 

porta-potty behind a lighthouse.” 

“Here’s the rub,” Scholtz opened during 

Parks, and distributed copies of a render-

ing (VPJ Nov. 11) of the facility. “Every-

thing is in there we want, we included the 

Shore Thing, a lot of input from the com-

munity, but even as recently as today, Marc 

(Weisenberger, parks supervisor) and I met 
with the contractor and architect again to 
kind of value engineer as best we could to 
get down close to the budget. And we’re 
just not going to get there as it’s drawn.” 
Scholtz said as drawn, it is “pretty far out 

-
ceed any contingencies we would be able to 
put in there.” Scholtz said he was looking 
for guidance from the board to make it to 
the budget. 

He said the drawing could take out the 
Shore Thing piece, but he said the group is 
valuable to the city and acts as a welcome 
center. However, he said the architect and 
contractor think shrinking the building still 
will not get the building to budget. Scholtz 
said it is a matter of simply keeping the 
building functional vs. making it something 
“a little bit more amazing.” Repola said it 

what the subcommittee put forth, or “we 

kind of go back to the drawing board to a 
smaller, scaled down comfort station, simi-

Chairman Parker said the project is now 
being hit with the current cost of building 
materials, such as siding. “Siding materi-
als have gone up 40 percent,” said Parker. 
“We’ve been working on this budget for a 
couple of years, and all of the sudden, things 
are just going up. The longer we wait, the 
more they are going to go up at this point.” 

amount of money they would need or are 
over budget. Scholtz said about $75,000 to 
$100,000 over budget at this point, short of 
“cheaping it up.” 

can use to go out and do more public and 
private fundraising.” Service Director Tony 

Turn to Parks on Page 8

Give Joy this 
holiday season
BY BRAD SCHWAB, CHAIRMAN 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS JOY

Well, Thanksgiving week is here and once 
again, it is time for all of us to slow down 
and give thanks for the blessings that we’ve 
received.  What are you thankful for?  Is it 
the newly paved Liberty Avenue or the new 
bridgework underway?  Or maybe it’s the 
continued improvements that the Romp fam-
ily makes to their property for us all to have 
some family fun.  Is it the amazing Main 
Street Beach work or our incredible Ritter 
Public Library?  I know that I’m thankful 

my dad so we could make more memories 
together. I’m thankful for the years of friend-
ship that I had with Henry Kishman and 
wish I had many more years with him. I’m 
thankful for the local citizens who put their 

-
ing Vermilion better.  I’m especially thank-
ful for my loving family who always seem 
to remind me of my blessings when I man-
age to forget them. Of course, each year I’m 
thankful for the amazing people in our com-

Christmas Joy.   

help us move food in and out, the outstanding 
students in Vermilion Schools have already 
conducted fundraisers for us at the direction 
of Monroe Naill, Vermilion’s Dollar General 

Butler with Toys-for-Tots has promised to 
provide us some much needed toys.  Ver-
milion Schools Superintendent Phil Pempin 

main base of operations, and I have talked 
with individual volunteers who are looking 
to provide the manual labor and strong backs 
needed to move all of the food out.

Vermilion’s Salvation Army indicates that 
some of our neighbors need a helping hand to 
get through their struggles again this year. Op-
eration Christmas Joy is asking for your help 

food and gifts for our neighbors. Donations 
can be sent to Operation Christmas Joy, c/o 
Brad Schwab, 4546 Liberty Ave, Vermilion 
OH 44089.  Food sorting and packing will 
take place Thursday, Dec. 16 from 7 p.m. – 9 
p.m. at the Vermilion Schools Field House. 
Delivery is Saturday Dec. 18 from 9 a.m. – 12 
noon from the Field House as well.

As Charles Dickens put it- “No one is use-
less in this world who lightens the burdens 
of another.”

Shipping in the holidays
Sixteen Vermilion in Bloom volunteers decorated the historic life rings with fresh greens at the new Parks Dept. 
Garage Saturday morning. Each life ring represents the name of a vessel built in Vermilion from 1812 to 1925. 
Volunteer, Tim Costello, uses a ladder to hang the 32 life rings on the historic street lights every year. VIB volunteer 
names: Left to right, back row to front: Margie Fowler, Libby Williams, Jean Liljegren, Sarah Kish Jordan, Della 
Rognon, Diane Martin, Susan Backus Starr, Gretchen Loper, Sandy Kish Jordan Jane Kelly, Carol Flick, Sally Carle, 
Mary Moes, Dana Corogin, Judy Haseley, and Mary Hoholski. (VPJ photo – Ingemar Svala)
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