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Mayor backs bill to 
penalize railroad for 
blocked crossings
BY CANDACE BARCZYK

Trains in Vermilion – it’s not like residents 
don’t see or hear hundreds a day. Mayor Jim 
Forthofer, as part of his safety director and 
mayor’s reports at Monday’s Vermilion City 
Council meeting, addressed some of these 
concerns, most notably, the number of times 
residents have been sitting at crossings, 
waiting for trains that simply stop, and re-

town. He said a bill that he and other mayors 
around the state are throwing their support 
behind would be a good start in thwarting 
the blocked crossings that are a part of daily 
life in Vermilion.

“The current, national discussion on rail 
safety is directly relevant to the City of Ver-
milion,” he said. “VFD Chief Brown is has 
been fully involved in his department’s role 
in any possible train derailment in Vermilion. 
Chief Brown actually has history with such 
incidents in his job way before East Pales-
tine in his job in Wellington. We are lucky 
to have him and that experience, as this little 
city tried to be as prepared as it can be for 
the 150 - 200 trains a day pass through our 
downtown.” Forthofer said that number has 

regional emergency management directors.
Forthofer said he, along with other may-

ors, support Ohio Representative Joe Miller 
of District 53 as he moves to reinstate an 
amendment in the omnibus bill pertaining 
to railroad safety. The amendment reads in 
part: “R.C. 5589.25, 5589.99 No provision. | 
Requires a railroad company to submit an in-
cident report to PUCO each time it blocks a 

incident report when required.” The mayor 
said this may not necessarily pertain to 

“We have no teeth, but the PUCO does,” he 
said. “I’m sure it’s not the end of the story, 
but I want to give Rep. Miller all the support 
we can, as do other mayors, in getting this 
thing integrated in that bill.”

Since the Feb. 3 derailment of a train in 
East Palestine, OH, the mayor has com-
mented publicly on the ability of local safety 
forces to respond to such an incident if it 
were to happen in the city, as well as his lack 

do anything about the railroad situation as 
a whole. He said in his Mayor’s Notes col-
umn in the March 2 edition of The Vermilion 
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A tale of two cities
This March is hardly Dickensian, but the roller coaster weather that has 
fallen on our fair city has made us all take a second look at the forecast. 
Photographer Scott Dommin shot a warmer, serene day at Main Street Beach, 
while the Vermilion Chamber of Commerce and Romp’s Water Port reminded 
us that winter is still here, but signs of spring are beginning to appear. The 
Vermilion Local Schools had the day off on March 14 due to snow, but St. 
Patrick’s Day temps are predicted to be in the 50’s – just another weather 
week on the South Shore. (VPJ photos – Scott Dommin, Romp’s Water Port, 
Vermilion Chamber of Commerce.)
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