
Two Valpo professors are cam-
paigning together for this year’s 
city council race. Liz Wuerffel, as-
sociate professor of art, and Heath 
Carter, associate professor of histo-
ry, are running for the two at-large 
city council seats.

Carter and Wuerffel announced 
their campaign through a video 
they posted on Facebook. Their 
campaign has gained traction 
through their social media pres-
ence.

“We have big Facebook groups. 
We are well-connected in that way 
so we are using that as a primary 
platform, which in Valparaiso is 
also a primary platform of social 
media, and I think we are trying to 
tap into that as a resource,” Wuerf-
fel said.

Their idea to campaign togeth-
er is based on their friendship and 
shared ideals.

“There’s a joy in having shared 
values and being able to talk about 
those together and make cam-
paign decisions together and do 
it over a pint of beer or a cup of  

coffee with a friend,” Wuerffel said.
Wuerffel and Carter are actively 

engaged in the Valpo community 
in different ways.

“I’m not running as a university 
professor first and foremost. I am a 
university professor but I am run-
ning as a citizen of the city as a resi-
dent and a person who cares about 
this place,” Carter said. 

Wuerffel’s position as co-direc-
tor of the Welcome Project, which 
is a research project story collec-
tion, has been part of her experi-
ence as an active citizen. Through 
this project, she has interviewed 
residents from across Northwest 
Indiana to hear their stories. 

“It’s been a very interesting 
project where I’ve been listening 
deeply to who we are and what 
we’re about, and I think that that’s 
had some part of the motivation to 
run,” Wuerffel said.

Wuerffel said she wasn’t sure if 
she was going to run for city coun-
cil until MLK Day, when she pre-
sented during a panel session. She 
encouraged students to actively 
engage in the community.

“One of the points that I was 
making is that if we care deeply 
about our life in the places we live, 
then we need to be active citizens. 
And so it was an appeal to students 
to do things like get out and vote or 
run for office, and then I realized 
quickly that if I was telling students 
to go run for office, I should proba-
bly try it myself,” Wuerffel said.

Carter has been the chair of 
the City of Valparaiso’s Human  

Relations Council for a little over 
three years.

“I think that any politician -- if 
that’s what we are -- worth their 
salt is going to be engaged in the lo-
cal community in ordinary ways,” 
Carter said.

As chair of the Human  
Relations Council, Carter want-
ed to focus on big picture issues 
that impact citizens’ everyday 
lives, like hiring, civil rights and  

empowering underrepresented 
community leaders. 

“I’ve had a lot of opportuni-
ties to work closely with peo-
ple around the community and 
also with city hall on what I think 
are some important initiatives,”  
Carter said.

“I think that at the course of 
the year went along and we were 
engaged in these kind of public 
conversations about housing, it 

became very clear to me that in 
order to really push forward the 
kind of initiatives that I believe in, 
you have to have access to policy 
and policy-making abilities,” Car-
ter said.

Carter said he thinks the 
Human Relations Council will  
continue to offer an accessible 
platform for citizens to express 
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“We will  str ive 
increasingly to 
quicken the 
public ’s  sense of 
civic duty.” 
–  The Athenian Oath

2. Horoscopes
3. Scholarship
4. Enactus
5. World Banquet
6. Artist Spotlight

7. Album Review
8. Movie Reviews
9. Opinions
10. Opinions
11. Men’s Basketball
12. Media

On the Inside

thetorch
Friday, February 22, 2019

volume 112 :: issue 20
six time winner of
college weekly of the year
2015 ICPA Newspaper of the year

Valparaiso University’s
Student Newspaper
www.valpotorch.com

Valpo professors run for at-large city council seats

Taylor Bundren
taylor.bundren@valpo.edu

Liz Wuerffel, 

Heath Carter 

campaign together 

for 2019 election

Photo Provided

Heath Carter and Liz Wuerffel are campaigning together for the 2019 city council election in Valparaiso. They are 
both running for the two at-large seats and are passionate about advocating for affordable housing.
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