
Valparaiso alumnus Michael Gruszyk 
‘85 donated $1.3 million to the college of 
business. $300,000 will go towards the Mi-
chael Gruszyk Endowed Scholarship Fund 
to fund scholarships and $1 million will go 
to the Michael Gruszyk Endowed Profes-
sorship in Business to fund an endowed 
professorship.

“I wanted to bring more prestige to the 
college of business. It would allow the uni-
versity to present this professorship to a 
professor and give that professor financial 
support for him or her to do his or her ad-
ditional research that they can then bring 
back to the university for the benefit of its 
students or to gain additional knowledge 
in a specific field,” Gruszyk said. “It is a big 
honor for a professor to relieve something 
like that and will help the university in the 
recruiting process.” 

The scholarships will be distributed at 
the discretion of the college of business to 
students of their choosing. 

Gruszyk graduated from Valpo with a 
bachelor of science in business adminis-
tration with a concentration in market-
ing and a goal of eventually achieving a  

management position at JCPenney. He 
went on to work at JCPenney in a manage-
ment position for 15 years and as a regional 
operations manager for Verizon Wireless 
for 13 years, having a retail career spanning 
almost 30 years.

He came to Valpo after hearing that the 
classes were small and that the professors 
formed relationships with their students, 
which he felt was an accurate portrayal of 
his experience. 

“Several professors were there to help in 

any way they can to make sure that I suc-
ceeded in my studies in the college of busi-
ness and pursue my career efforts with J. C. 
Penny,” Gruszyk said. “That level of caring 
is part of what everyone now calls the Valpo 
experience, which I didn’t feel I would’ve 
gotten at another school.”

The support of his professors, who he 
credits with helping him achieve success 
in his career and loyalty to the university, is 
what drove him to make the donation as a 
way to give back. University President Mark 
Heckler helped to guide him through the 
donation process.

“I had to support the this university for 
all it did for me in developing my charac-
ter and work ethic, and it’s something you 
don’t always see,” Gruszyk said. “I want all 
future students to have that same feeling of 
loyalty to Valpo as I do.”

His donation is a part of a $250 million 
endowment campaign called Forever Val-
po: The Campaign for Our Future which 
was established on Sept. 23, 2016. The cam-
paign provides funding for student scholar-
ships, faculty programs and development, 
with the goal of preparing students to live 
according to the values of leadership and 
service.

The college of business expressed its 
gratitude towards Gruszyk for the donation. 

“We are very fortunate to have alum-
ni who see the value in supporting stu-
dents who will carry on the mission of  
Valparaiso University. Also, the faculty en-
dowment will allow us to continue to attract 
excellent teacher/scholars for the next gen-
eration,” said Jim Brodzinski, dean of the 
college of business.

On March 23, the second annual  
Earthtones Environmental Conference will 
be underway. 

“We decided to start it up last year just 
to try to give our members something more 
directed to put their energy into,” said Earth-
tones Advertising Chair Katie Bassett. “We 
thought it would be a great opportunity for 
them to learn from people who are either in-
terested or experts in their field.”

According to Bassett, the event was such 
a success last year that Earthtones wanted to 
try and keep it going every year. 

The Earthtones Environmental Confer-
ence aims to raise up and enlighten people 
about current environmental issues. 

“The biggest thing for me is that this  
event is such a great opportunity to meet 
people. I think, sometimes, you look around 
and think, ‘I don’t know if anyone else 
cares about these issues that I care about,’”  
Bassett said. “Going to this conference, you 
will find someone else who cares about this 
and the best thing is that they will probably 
care about it in a different way, so you’ll be 
able to get a new perspective on issues that 
you are wanting to work towards a solution 
for.” 

While Earthtones does not know the  

exact lineup of speakers, they have had a lot 
of people from all different fields sign up to 
speak at the event.

“We don’t know who exactly, but we do 
know that professors, students, staff and a 
bunch of community members applied to 
be speakers,” said Earthtones Vice President 
Emily Mazan. 

As of right now, they have about 18 peo-
ple who have signed up to be speakers. 
They are anticipating to have about 20 to 24 
speakers at the event. 

“This year we’re excited because the 
speakers that have applied already are more 
diverse than they were last year. Also, we are 

going to have more speakers,” Bassett said. 
As far as content goes, the speakers will 

be speaking about environmental issues 
from all different perspectives. 

“The conference is really interdisciplin-
ary so we take things from all fields. I think 
our biggest thing is showing people, or giv-
ing people a place to talk about the environ-
ment and ways to improve their lives,” said 
Treasurer Grace Dines. 

In lieu of a keynote speaker, Earthtones 
opted for a panel discussion. 

“Instead of a keynote, we’re going to have 
a panel that way people can feel more in-
volved and interactive,” Dines said. 

There will also be display tables from 
groups throughout the Valpo community. 
These displays will touch on some envi-
ronmental issues from all different fields of 
study. Attendees will be able to view the dis-
plays during breaks in the conference. 

The event will take place on March 23 
in the Union Ballrooms. There will be two 
different sessions, one being from 9 a.m. 
until 12 p.m. and the other being from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. with a one hour lunch break 
in between. The event is free and open 
to the public. If you are planning to at-
tend or have any questions, you can email  
vuearthtones@valpo.edu.
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