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The Timing Feels Right:  

President Heckler Steps Down

As summer drew to a close 
and students began preparing 
for the start of a new school 
year, Valparaiso University 
President Mark Heckler also 
started preparations for a new 
chapter to begin at the univer-
sity.

On Aug. 8, an email was 
sent to all members of the Val-
paraiso University community  
announcing that after an 11 
year term, Heckler is planning 
on stepping down. Heckler’s 
email provided a list of reasons 
for his decision to leave the 
Office of the President. One of 
these reasons included an un-
derstanding of how lengthy the 
Presidential search process can 
be. 

“As I reflected on what might 
be in store, the direction the 
university might go in, the  
decisions the university might 
make, I felt like the timing was 
right for us to start that process 
because you don’t know how 
long it’s going to take,” Heckler 

said. 

Heckler also stated part of 
his reason for stepping down 
was wanting more time to 
spend with his family. He re-
marked how it was getting hard 
to help both his own parents 
and his wife’s, who are in their 
90s. Heckler stated he would 
like to take the gift of time and 
spend it with them and their 
growing family of grandkids 
— his youngest daughter is ex-
pecting what will be his 10th 
grandkid.

While the transition process 
is completely in the hands of 
the Board of Directors, Heckler 
has a vision in mind for his suc-
cessor. 

“I hope that this individu-
al will be somebody that loves 
the mission of this university as 
much as I do, that will be drawn 
here because of the special 
character of this place and the 
special people who come here 
and the way they are so com-
mitted to what it is that we try 
to do here,”  Heckler said. 

He declared full confidence 
that the Board of Directors and 
search committee will find the 
right person to replace him  
because the people involved in 

the process are highly invested 
in shaping the best future for 
the university.

H e c k l e r 
stated he will  
continue to act 
as President 
until his suc-
cessor has been 
named, and 
he is planning 
on completing 
his remaining 
projects so the 
person enter-
ing his position 
will start with a 
clean slate.

P r e s i d e n -
tial transitions 
have rarely oc-
curred at Val-
paraiso Uni-
versity. Since 
its founding 
in 1859, there 
have only been 
17 transitions leading up to 
Heckler’s term. The transition 
into Heckler’s leadership oc-
curred in 2008, when President 
Alan Harre stepped down.

Dr. Andrew Richter, profes-
sor of physics and astronomy, 

attended Valparaiso Univer-
sity in 1990 before returning 

to teach here 
in 2005. From 
a student to a 
professor, Rich-
ter experienced 
a full college 
career with 
Harre and the 
transition to 
Heckler. 

R i c h t e r 
stated he felt 
Heckler was a 
good addition 
to the univer-
sity’s Presi-
dential histo-
ry because he 
brought about 
small changes 
in policy from 
the input and 
brainstorming 
of the facul-
ty that greatly 

improved the campus com-
munity. Naturally, the news of 
Heckler’s plans for departure 
yielded emotion. 

“I was a little saddened. 
He’s been a good President 
and been dynamic for the uni-

versity… Higher education as a 
whole has been going through 
a hard time, so, it’s a little bit 
tough to lose your helmsman 
during that time,” Richter said. 

The most concerning part 
of the Presidential search to  
Richter is the length of time 
it could take to find a succes-
sor. The transition from Harre 
to Heckler took a little over a 
year to complete. This means, a  
successor for Heckler might 
not come until early next year. 
Many 

students attending the  
university this year will expe-
rience the completion of this 
process. 

Heckler describes this  
period in university history as 
an exciting time for students, 
and he has “no doubt stu-
dents will be involved in that 
process and they will have an  
opportunity to help think about 
what this university will look 
like 10 years from now.”

This is a developing story, 
and The Torch will continue 
providing updates as the Presi-
dential search process begins.

The Board of Directors has begun the search for his successor which will continue throughout the year
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