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The annual Lollapalooza fes-
tival is heading to Grant Park this 
summer from August 2-5. Tickets 
for the festival run anywhere from 
$130 per night or $10,000 for four 
day VIP and hotel packages. Per 
usual schedule, tickets for the fes-
tival were released day before the 
lineup was announced.

The four-day music festival was 
started in the early 90’s by Jane’s 
Addiction singer Perry Farrell and 
ran until 1997, but was later revived 
in 2003. In 2010, the festival de-
buted outside of the United States, 
playing shows in other countries.

The original Lollapalooza 
toured across states with artists of 
the alternative rock genre. Mosh 
pits, crowd surfing and a punk 
agenda became the theme of Lol-
lapalooza during the 1990’s punk 
rock phase. 

During the later half of the 90’s, 
Farrell decided to focus his energy 
elsewhere, which led to the down-
fall of Lollapalooza.

Metallica, a mainstream band 
at the time, was announced as 
headliner. This got fans and Farrell 
stirred up over the matter, claiming 
that Lollapalooza was a place for 
smaller acts to get their start, not 
somewhere for mainstream artists 
to make more money. This led to 
Farrell quitting the festival and the 
cancellation of Lollapalooza until 
its revival in 2003.

In 2005, the festival became a 
two-day destination show in Grant 
Park, Chicago. With a greater num-
ber of acts, stages and attendees, 

the festival was officially booming 
and continued to grow through-
out the years. After much success, 
a deal with the city of Chicago was 
proposed and signed to keep Lolla-
palooza in Chicago until 2018.

Over the years, Lollapalooza 
has been criticized not only for its 
ticket pricing, but headline perfor-
mances that have strayed from the 
original meaning of the festival.

Some past headliners for the 
festival have included The Black 
Keys, Daft Punk, Radiohead and 
Kings of Leon. Recently, with a 
genre flip, the concert has enlist-
ed Chance the Rapper, Cage the 
Elephant, Lana Del Rey and Wiz 
Khalifa, but occasionally has head-
liners from the last decade return, 
such as Radiohead and artists with 
a similar rock genre.

This year, the U.S. festival head-
liners are The Weeknd, Bruno 
Mars, Jack White, Arctic Monkeys 
and Travis Scott. Other big names 
on the lineup include Zedd, Ca-
mila Cabello, Post Malone and 
Vampire Weekend, with more to 
be announced. 

The recent genre flip puts Lolla-
palooza in a different position with 
attendees. This shift showcases a 
new culture aspect to the festival 
that was not prominent in the early 
years of production. With more 
rappers and EDM performances 
happening during the festival, Lol-
lapalooza has merged into other 
similar festivals such as Coachella. 

Although rock fans still find a 
place on the lineup with bands 
such as Blink-182, most concert 
goers are there for the opposite 
genre, feeding into the addition of 
more rappers and EDM artists and 
less rock performers every year.

With the increase of concert 
prices, the ending of alterna-
tive festival Warped Tour and the 
proposal with the city of Chicago 
ending after the 2018 show, the 
next move for Lollapalooza at the  
moment is unknown.
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Annual Chicago 

festival sheds its 

rock ‘n roll roots, 

adopts other styles

Valparaiso’s own progressive 
power-pop band stop.drop.re-
wind released their newest album 
“Element & Aftermath” earlier this 
year, full of alternative music that 
follows their previous album “Po-
larity” (2016).

Two of the band members, 
Kris Lohn and DJ Crenson, both 
Valparaiso locals and university 
alumni, started playing together 
in 2000, but the band was official-
ly formed in 2008. In 2015, they 
gained member Andy Sutton. The 
band consists of Lohn as their lead 
vocal and bassist, Crenson as their 
guitarist and additional vocals 
and Sutton as the drummer.

Their newest album was cre-
ated by compiling various lyr-
ics, stories and melodies that the 
band thought worked together. 

Their lyrics are primarily written 
by Sutton, but the melodies them-
selves are not necessarily created 
for each individual song. 

“My personal favorite I would 
have to say I think is ‘Yellow 
Roses’ because it’s one that really 
hits close to home for me,” Sut-
ton said. “It’s about two trips to 
my hometown in Maryland that 
I had to make last year: one for 
my grandmother’s memorial and 
one for my best friend from high 
school who passed away.”

Reminiscent of bands like 
Rush, Fall Out Boy and early Pan-
ic! at the Disco, the songs on their 
newest album show consistency 
in style and technique while still 
standing out as their own songs.

“That’s the sort of thing we 
grew up listening to,” Lohn said, 
“But then we’ve all studied music 
in various degrees of extensivity.”

Some of the songs on the al-
bum like “Casino Song” and 
“Main & Lincoln” feature stron-
ger vocals, while others like “The 
Entire Orchestra” really exhibit 
instrumentals.

“My favorite song is probably 
‘The Entire Orchestra,’” Cren-
son said. “I think we put a lot of 
thought into that and the musical 

progression of it, which I like, and 
how it has a nice ramp up at the 
ending.”

For Lohn, his favorite song is 
“Wild Man Song” because “it has 
really strong contributions from 
everyone on the record. Everyone 
wrote a part had an idea for the 
concept. And then our producer 
was a real help, and then I was 
able to stretch a harmonic part 
that I had been working on.”

The band has played at several 
local areas as well, including last 
year’s Sourcestock, which is put 
on by WVUR, the campus radio 
station, each year.

While all of the band members 
are fully committed to their music 
and group, two of them have jobs 
on the side as well. Lohn helps 
teach music lessons at a local stu-
dio and Sutton works at the local 
Jimmy John’s.

stop.drop.rewind has opened 
for bands like The Misfits, Sec-
ondhand Serenade, Ronnie Win-
ter, Hawthorne Heights, The 
Contortionist, Amber Pacific, Real 
Friends and The Spill Canvas. 

They’re currently on tour 
in the Southern states with an-
other alternative band, Jounce, 
but they can normally be found  

performing at Duffy’s Place about 
once a month.

To find out more about the 

band, visit stopdroprewind.com 
or listen to their music on Spotify, 
iHeart Radio or Apple Music.
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stop.drop.rewind 

has Valparaiso 

roots, progressive 

power-pop sound

Local band drops new alternative album

Lollapalooza: the cultural shift from rock to various genres
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