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Alumna gives computer science lecture

Laura Puckett spoke to a small 
but welcoming number of stu-
dents and faculty on Tuesday in 
Neils Science Center about her 
career as a Product Owner.

Puckett is a Valpo alumna who 
graduated in 2002 with a bache-
lor’s degree in computer science 
and English literature.

She currently works at Lextech 
Mobile Services. 

Puckett’s presentation was the 
irst in a program called the Com-
puting and Humanity Speaker 
Series.

According to Valparaiso Uni-
versity’s website, the program 
is led by Valpo’s electrical and 
computer engineering depart-
ment and is partnered with the 
National Center for Women and 
Information Technology as well.

In her career, Puckett has been 
involved with the development of 
many diferent technologies.

After her internship at Mo-
torola, she went to work at CVS 
Caremark, an insurance com-
pany, where she helped cre-
ate a software product that 
would allow nurses to call 
their patients and help them  
self-monitor their own chronic 
conditions in an efort to en-
courage patients to take bet-
ter care of themselves and save 
money by making fewer doctor  
appointments.     

Puckett also worked as a con-

sultant on a project called Ini-
niteach, which is an autism appli-
cation platform.

In a video from the In-
initeach website that was  
played during the presentation, 
employee Katie Hench explained 
the purpose of the app was to take 
teaching ideas proven to work with 
students with autism and create a  
digital customizable curriculum.

The video also explained 
that part of the success of  
this app is due to the fact many  
students with autism respond well 
to technology. 

“Computer science can be 
used in all industries,” Puck-
ett said. “It’s just like a tool 
that you can use to do any  
industry you’re interested in.”

Attendees were invited 
to talk amongst themselves  
and enjoy refreshments after-
ward. 

Many in attendance seemed to 
have a positive reaction to the talk.  

“I think it’s nice to see 
the real-world application of  
someone that was us and where 
she is now and how her career has 
grown over time,”  freshman elec-

trical engineering major Sarah 
Kuchel said. 

Kimberly Orr is a fresh-
man computer science ma-
jor who was also invited to the  
presentation by her counselor.

Orr was particularly interested 
in the Ininiteach technology.

“I have a younger brother 
who has autism, so that was  
really cool to see,” Orr said.

Puckett shared a story about a 
game she plays with her daugh-
ters.

They point out objects around 
their neighborhood, such as signs 

and trees and answer the ques-
tion, “Who made it: God or peo-
ple?”

“So when they don’t like 
to go to school,” Puckett said, 
“when they don’t want to do 
their homework or when they 
don’t want to do anything, I  
tell them, ‘Who’s going to make 
the traic lights if you don’t go to 
school? Who’s going to make the 
iPad?’ That encourages them to go 
to school; they feel really responsi-
ble for there being a dishwasher.”

Contact Daniel Loftus at  
torchnews@valpo.edu.
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Laura Puckett, class of ‘02, talks about the important strides companies like Lextech Mobile Services are making in the computer science industry. Her Nov. 17 lecture was the irst in a series 
of talks hosted by the university’s engineering department.
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