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Artist Spotlight: Anna Styrczula

Anna Styrczula, junior dig-
ital media art major and com-
puter science minor, has always 
had a knack for art. Styrczula 
has been making art ever since 
she was a kid, but it wasn’t un-
til high school that she became 
fascinated with digital art. 

“It was the first time that 
technology was available for 
me to use. I got introduced into 
the Adobe programs, like Pho-
toshop, and I became hooked. 
It was great,” Styrczula said. “I 
also got my hands on a drawing 
tablet, which helped me draw 
on the computer. I was really 
glad that I got to use these new 
technologies to make really 
cool things that I hadn’t been 
able to before.” 

Once Styrczula got really fa-
miliar with these technologies, 
she began making flyers for her 
high school and for the clubs at 
her school.

Styrczula invests most of her 
time into her digital art, but she 
sometimes dabbles in other 
forms as well. 

“Sometimes I do fine art, but 
my focus is graphic design, es-
pecially career-wise. I use com-
puters to make art and I really 
enjoy that,” Styrczula said.  

When Styrczula finishes a 

piece, she tends to see things 
that she wishes she could 
change or things that she could 
have done better. Styrczula, de-
spite this, is always happy with 
her work.

“Regardless, I always learn a 
lot from each piece that I make. 
I try the new techniques that I 
learn in class and work, so it is 
all about exploring,” she said. 

This past summer Styrczula 
had an internship at Chicago G4 
Alliance, which is a non-profit 
medical organization. Styrc-
zula worked with their Public 
Relations Department to make 
graphics for their social media 
posts. 

“This was the first time that 
I worked with a big company. I 
really felt like my work was ap-
preciated. It was just really cool 
working for something that 
big,” Styrczula said. 

After college, Styrczula 
hopes to work for a company 
in their marketing department.  
Styrczula also said that she 
might someday try to open her 
own business, but as of right 
now, that idea is just up in the 
air.  

Styrczula loves to take in her 
surroundings because to her, 
graphic design is everywhere. 

“It is all around us, even the 
signs right here in Founders. 
You look at it and think, ‘Oh 
wow, that lettering is really in-
teresting. I love the way they 
use color.’ It is pretty inspiring 
to look around and see how 
they use design work in your 
everyday,” she said. “I try to 
gather inspiration from this. I 
take all the little details of these 
things in for inspiration.”

One person that Styrczu-
la looks up to Professor Rob-
ert Sirko, who taught her first 
graphic design class at Valpo. 

“He really pushed me to get 
better with my design work. 
He also really made me love 
design. Beforehand, I was un-
sure. I knew that I wanted to do 
something digitally, and after 
his class I knew that graphic de-
sign was it,” she said. “He really 
inspired me with his art and his 
teaching.”

If you’re interested in see-
ing more of Styrczula’s art, visit 
her website at https://annastyr.
wixsite.com/portfolio. 

If you would like to  
nominate someone for an artist 
spotlight feature in The Torch, 
please contact torch@valpo.
edu.

Junior digital artist showcases work

Theatre company brings Valpo to the Windy City

The Impostors Theatre  
Company was founded in 2016 
and is comprised largely of Val-
paraiso University Alumni. 

As listed on their website, 
their mission is to “better our 
discourse, our relationships, and 
ourselves” through the power of 
theatre. They are based out of 
Chicago and have three upcom-
ing shows this fall, including the 
first production of this season, 
“The Wood,” which opened on 
Oct. 4.

 According to artistic direc-
tor Stefan Roseen, the company 
started with an “ever-growing 
process.” Having grown up in 
Chicago and seeing the theatre 
companies there, Roseen said 
that he always intended to start 
a theatre company after grad-
uating, but didn’t know when. 
Inspired by Nathan Allen, artis-
tic director of the House Theatre 
Co., and the notion of continuing 
the next generation of theater, 
Roseen went on to work with 
Valpo graduates to develop his  
mission.

The name “Impostors” holds 
personal meaning to many cast 

members. 
Rachel Borgo, the compa-

ny’s secretary and a lead in 
“The Wood,” said, “Impostor 
syndrome...is this sort of over-
whelming sense that I can never 
do enough to actually consider 
myself an artist and a working 
artist in that sense. We’re all sort 
of raised with this idea that artists 
need to be struggling. They need 
to have experienced the terrible 
sides of life before they can truly 
create something effortlessly im-
pactful...Something that a lot of 
the Impostors and a lot of artists 
in general can relate with is de-
fining what we are doing as actu-
ally being worthwhile.”

To Roseen, “Impostors” is a 
layered name, referring to more 
than just the characters an actor 
plays.

“A lot of times as artists, and 
especially as young artists, we 
tend to kind of put ourselves in 
a box of like, ‘Well yes, I am an 
artist but...I just paint.’ Or like 
within theatre: ‘Yes, I’m an artist 
but I’m just an actor...,’” Roseen 
said. “For us that’s not how we 
approach theatre. We really ap-
proach theatre and storytelling 
with, ‘How is the best way to tell 
it and the most kind of fantasti-
cal way to tell it?’ And so often-
times we have to kind of, like, put 
on our masks...and switch them 
out in order to get done what we 
need to get done for the sake of 
the story.”

Going to Valpo had an impact 
on its alumni, including those in 
the cast of the Impostors. Accord-
ing to Borgo, they all graduated 

with a “do-it-yourself mentali-
ty,” and she feels that may have 
helped begin the entire venture.

In response to being asked 
about the people that he met at 
Valpo, Roseen said, “There’s a lot 
of equally minded people obvi-
ously in the sense of approaching 
art from that standpoint… The 
people that I was drawn to were 
the people who liked dabbling 
in different facets of theatre. 
They’re not just like actors who 
just want to be actors and that’s 
all they want to do.”

However, the Impostors The-
atre Co. is looking to branch out 
and include more diverse artists 
in the Chicago area. According to 
Borgo, they aim to include more 
perspectives so that they can be a 
“very inclusive and well-round-
ed ensemble.” While director 
Roseen has worked with much 
of the production team before, 
most of the cast of “The Wood” 
is new.

“We want to involve more 
people, more Chicago artists, 
so that it’s not just this sort of 
contained Valparaiso entity. We 
want it to be even more than 
that,” Borgo said.

The Impostors’ upcoming 
production, “The Wood,” is a 
dark, modern fairy tale, writ-
ten by Ensemble Member Mal-
lory Swisher and directed by 
Roseen. The show follows the 
characters The Boy and The Girl 
as they make their way through 
the mysterious Wood and come 
to understand more about their  
connection to one another. 

“If I were to describe the show 

to someone who was not super 
into fantasy or mystery, I would 
say that it’s like a really messed 
up meet-cute monster story,” 
Borgo said. “Meet-cute is like 
that typical rom-com where two 
people meet at the beginning of 
the film and it’s super cute and 
then things go wrong from there.”

“It’s amazing. It’s better than I 
could have imagined in my head. 
It’s all really beautifully done and 
beautifully performed, and I’m 
just really excited for people to 
see it,” Swisher said.

“The Wood” will run through 
Oct. 20. A special Valpo Alumni 
Night will be held on Oct. 11.
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During her internship, Styrczula designed many different graphics and 
posters. 

The first show of the Imposter’s season “The Wood” will run until Oct. 20. 
Tickets are available at their website. 
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