
On April 16, elections were 
held for Student Senate Presi-
dent and Vice President. Annika 
Brown was elected as President 
with Mark Young elected as 
Vice President. Together, they 
will serve as President and Vice 
President for the 2019-20 school 
year. 

Brown, an international re-
lations and french double ma-
jor, has been apart of Senate 
since her freshman year. She 
started out as a Freshman Sen-
ator while also working with 
Senate’s screening committee. 
The following year she was an 
At-large Senator as well as the 
Chair for the Committee on Me-
dia. Last semester she served 
as a Junior Senator. Currently, 
Brown is abroad which is why 
she is not involved with Senate 
this semester. 

Young, a data science major 
and business administration 
minor, has also been apart of 
Senate since he was a fresh-
man. He served as a Freshman 
Senator for the first semester of 
his freshman year. His second 
semester, he served on the ex-

ecutive board as the Public Re-
lations Chair until the end of his 
sophomore year. Last semester 
he went abroad, rejoining this 
semester as an aide on the Stu-
dent Senate Guidebook. 

The Student Senate Guide-
book was an idea suggested 
by Brown last semester. It will 
serve as a guide for students 
and organizations to help clari-
fy the bylaws and how to submit 
documents such as budgets. 

Brown is very passionate 
about Senate and it’s functions, 
which is why she chose to run 
for Student Senate President. 

“After being in Senate for 
two and a half years, I really felt 
that I had developed the skills 
and a really solid knowledge 
of how Student Senate runs to 
have some ideas on things that 
I wanted to improve about the 
way that Senate functions. Es-
pecially its relations to the stu-
dent body,” Brown said. 

Originally, Young was also 
going to run for Student Senate 
President but after Brown, one 
of his close friends through Sen-
ate, informed him of her run-
ning, he changed his mind.  

“To me, I’d rather work with 
her because she’s great at what 
she does and I think that we will 

be an awesome team. I’d rather 
work with her than run against 
her,” Young said. “I was happy 
to run for Vice President be-
cause that was also an interest 
of mine. I just wanted to be in 
a position where I could make 
sure that things that needed to 
happen are happening.” 

From the time that Brown 
announced that she was run-
ning for President, Young knew 
that he wanted to campaign 
alongside Brown. 

“From the moment she told 
me, I knew I was running with 
Annika [Brown] as her vice,” 
Young said. 

Since Brown is currently 
studying abroad, she will be re-
lying a lot on Young to inform 
her of issues on campus from 
this semester that need atten-
tion during their term. One 
thing that Brown does want to 
focus on and fix during her time 
as President is communication 
between Student Senate and the 
student body. 

“Making sure they know 
what Student Senate does out-
side of budgeting because that’s 
how it is normally recognized,” 
Brown said. “For me, it is want-
ing to change that and wanting 
Student Senate to be more the 

center of student issues on cam-
pus and really creating a space 
for more students to share what 
their experiences at Valpo are 
and get issues on campus ad-
dressed more quickly.” 

Young is also interested in 
helping enhance communica-
tion between Student Senate 
and the student body. He be-
lieves that the Student Senate 
Guidebook will help resolve 
most of these issues. Young is 
also interested in fixing some 
concerns that students have ex-
pressed to him. 

“This student brought up to 
me that there is still no male, 
female in the same dorm room 
after a certain time. They were 
talking to me about how they 
were being preached all that 
Valpo inclusivity and at that 
same time its ‘nope you can’t do 
this’,” Young said. “It’s a difficult 
problem to tackle from an ad-
ministration viewpoint but we 
will see what we can do about 
it.” 

While Brown and Young have 
both been involved in Student 
Senate for their whole time at 
Valpo, there are many new faces 
that will be joining next semes-
ter. 

“It’s [also] really exciting, 

we’re going to have lots of new 
Senators coming in in the fall 
and so a lot of that is also really 
making sure that anyone who is 
new to Student Senate under-
stands everything right away,” 
Brown said. 

Young believes that this new 
set of students in Student Sen-
ate helps Valpo’s vision of being 
more inclusive. 

“I am very happy with how 
the recent Senator elections 
happened. We had a lot of peo-
ple running that were from their 
college, or year, or commuters 
or transfers that showed in-
terested that haven’t before,” 
Young said. “I think we are go-
ing to have a diverse, in my 
opinion, next year… In the past 
years it definitely hasn’t been as 
diverse as it should.” 

As for next year, there are still 
a few open seats on Senate that 
need to be filled for the fall.

“I encourage anyone that is 
still considering wanting to join 
Senate to give it a try and see if 
there is a position that they’re 
eligible for or interested in and 
apply for it come fall semester 
because we definitely want our 
Senate to be full right away so 
we can have a strong start to the 
year,” Brown said. 
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