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New World Language Speakathon contest

Gamma Phi Beta hosts annual Moonball Tournament

The Department of Foreign 
Languages and Literatures has 
undergone a name change after 
a careful program review. The 
new department, the Depart-
ment of World Languages and 
Cultures, is a part of an initia-
tive that other universities are 
also adapting to. Valpo agreed 
that this would be the best fit 
for their department.

“I think ‘foregin language’ 
often has a negative conno-
tation… we hope that ‘world 
languages’ will encourage peo-

ple to join,” said Tim Tomasik, 
World Languages and Cultures 
Department Chair and Profes-
sor of French.

In regards to switching from 
literatures to cultures, Tomasik 
mentioned the shifting cur-
riculum of Valpo’s language 
courses. 

“It is true that in the past a 
lot of what we did focused on 
language learning and study 
of literature and our discipline 
has broadened a bit and almost 
everyone is teaching things that 
go well beyond just literature,” 
Tomasik said. “We really study 
culture is the broader sense… 
we wanted a term in the name 
of our department that repre-
sent the variety of things we 
do.” 

Alongside the name change, 
the department wanted to cre-
ate an event that would en-
compass all languages that are 

taught here on campus and 
bring them together. 

The World Language  
Speakathon is a first time event 
from the Department of World 
Languages and Cultures. It will 
be an event where language 
speakers alike can have conver-
sations with others who speak 
the same language. 

The event, which will occur 
on Sept. 20 in the Community 
Room of the library from 10:30 
a.m. to 3:30p.m., will allow stu-
dents from all different world 
languages to meet up with oth-
ers who speak that language. 
According to their website, 
the Speakathon’s main focus 
is those who are non-native 
speakers, but native speakers 
are encouraged to join in. 

“The World Language 
Speakathon is a team-based 
conversation contest, open 
to speakers of various world 

languages, at all levels (staff  
included),” the website  
description reads. 

The Speakathon, also Core 
approved, will be five hours 
long, but participants are not 
required to attend the whole 
time. 

“It is casual conversation, 
no preparation needed. It is  
competitive as far as each lan-
guage is its own team,” Tomasik 
said. “There will be prizes for 
most minutes logged as a team, 
the longest stretch of uninter-
rupted conversation, though 
we don’t know how we will 
measure that yet, largest team 
and most team spirit.”

All teams are encouraged to 
dress up however they please, 
as well as bring snacks and 
drinks for their tables. 

This event was sparked 
by the Classics department 
and their “Homerathon” 

during which they all come  
together and read Homer over 
the course of a day. 

Everyone is encouraged 
to attend this event, even if 
it is just for a short period of 
time. While the emphasis is on  
bringing the world  
languages offered at Valpo  
together, others 
who speak another  
language are encouraged 
to start their own team for  
the event. 

The Department of 
 World  Languages  
and Cultures is  
excited to see the turnout  
of this event and  
hopes it is one that can reoccur  
every year. Registration for  
this event can be done through 
https://www.valpo.edu/world- 
l a n g u a g e s - a n d - c u l t u r e s /
speakathon/, preferably by 
Sept. 16. 

Kylee Tackett
kylee.tackett @valpo.edu

Department shifts 

focus, goes beyond 

literature

Gamma Phi Beta (G Phi) is 
hosting their annual philan-
thropy event, moonball, on 
Sept. 21 from 3-6 p.m. in the 
ARC. 

“Moonball is a philanthrop-
ic volleyball tournament that 
Gamma Phi Beta has hosted on 
campus since 1998. Our mis-
sion for this event is to host a 
fun, interactive tournament 

with the goal to raise money 
for Girls on the Run,” said Paige 
Cuma, Philanthropy Chair of G 
Phi. 

The money from the event 
will be donated to Girls on the 
Run. 

“Girls on the Run is an af-
ter school program designed 
for young girls to promote 
confidence, empowerment, 
and health through a curricu-
lum-based program that inte-
grates running. They use this 
money to help pay for registra-
tion fees for the girls, provide 
snacks for practice, and buy 
running shoes for this in need,” 
Cuma said. 

The goal this year is to raise 
more money than in years past. 

“We would love to raise 
$2000 in support of our  

philanthropy and in a week we 
have already hit almost $1000 
in donations, how exciting,” 
Cuma said. 

G Phi works with Girls on 
the Run because of the skills 
it teaches the members of the 
program. 

“This event is important to 
me because I think Girls on the 
Run teaches girls some of the 
most crucial life skills that ar-
en’t always taught in schools. 
Building self-confidence as 
well as team building are really 
crucial for a girl’s physical and 
mental health, as well as suc-
cess in her future endeavors,” 
Nell Riordan, Public Relations 
Vice President of G Phi. 

G Phi’s philanthropy is 
Building Strong Girls, which 
is one of the reasons for their 

partnership with Girls on the 
Run. 

“Lack of confidence and 
self-esteem is a problem that 
affects young girls everywhere. 
This program strives to show 
girls their full potential at a 
young age,” Cuma said. 

Anyone on campus can par-
ticipate in the event by forming 
a team or just coming to watch. 

“Teams consist of a mini-
mum of six players, however, 
if a group is struggling to meet 
that minimum we will have sis-
ters willing to complete their 
team and play the day of. It is 
$40 per team or $65 for two 
teams, this includes pizza and 
drinks as well as two guaran-
teed matches,” Cuma said. 

Another way students can 
get involved with the event is to 

purchase raffle tickets and reg-
istering for teams in the Chapel 
View Lounge. There will also be 
a Chipotle fundraiser on Sept. 
17 from 4-8 p.m. 

“Our sisters are the coaches 
for our girls on the run team 
that practices on Valpo’s cam-
pus, but there are 5k events at 
the end of the season for the 
girls to show off their new run-
ning skills. These runs are al-
ways looking for volunteers,” 
Riordan said. “Girls in the pro-
gram also usually have a ‘run-
ning buddy’ or sponsor for the 
5k, so that’s another way to get 
involved.”

Students who would like to 
donate to Girls on the Run can 
go to the website listed here: 
https ://my.crowdchange.co/
rxm543. 

Allison Pariso
allison.pariso@valpo.edu
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