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Student Senate held its first meet-
ing for the semester this past Monday,  
Jan. 14. 

The meeting began with a presenta-
tion from Associate Provost for Faculty 
Affairs Rick Gillman. He brought up con-
cerns regarding the beginning of the year 
Convocation ceremony and the end of 
year Baccalaureate service. The concerns 
for the former is that the ceremony is too 
long. Several ideas were offered by the 
Senators, including having more books 
for students to sign the Honor Code in, 
having separate books for each college 

and signing the book when students are 
leaving. For the latter, the concerns were 
that the attendance for the event have 
been low in recent years and there were 
questions as to whom the service is for. 
Possible solutions offered included mov-
ing the time of the service back an hour 
and increasing awareness for the event. 

Six new members were sworn into 
Senate. Peter Mitchell became Parlia-
mentarian and Jake Landgraf, Hannah 
McGee, Jesse Hershberger, Kurt Mona-
han and Mac Magiera became Senators. 

Senator Craig Behnke presented a 
document with past budgets for all stu-
dent organizations dating back to spring 
2017. The goal of this is to make it simpler 
to find previous years’ budget requests 

and approvals. 
President Alex Winter brought to at-

tention the forming of a constituency of 
Senators from each class in order to form 
a new committee.

An emergency Educational Policy 
Committee was held which was attend-
ed by Vice President Carlos Cabaya to 
discuss changing CORE from five credit 
hours to four credit hours. The finality of 
this has not yet been decided.

All student organizations need to sub-
mit their re-recognition forms by Feb. 1. 
Every group needs to do this every year 
in order to be formally recognized as a 
group.

Organization budgets will all be 
due on Feb. 20. Tier 3 budgets will be  

presented on March 25 and voted on 
April 1. Tier 2 budgets will be presented 
on April 1 and voted on April 8. Tier 1 
budgets will be presented on April 8 and 
voted on April 15. 

Student discount cards are currently 
in the process of being finished and will 
be printed and ready for distribution 
soon. 

Senator Kaitlyn Steinhiser added dis-
cussing of proposal BP005-FA18 to the 
agenda. This proposes to replace the Stu-
dent Senate Liaison Program with a Stu-
dent Senate Guidebook. This guidebook 
would be sent to student organizations 
each semester and would have yearly 
updates as needed. The proposal passed 
21-00. 
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