
thetorch

O n  G u a r d  f o r  1 1 2  Ye a r s

“We will  str ive 
increasingly to 
quicken the 
public ’s  sense of 
civic duty.” 
–  The Athenian Oath

2. Campus Updates
3. Professor Jakelic
4. Artist Spotlight

5. Democratic Protest
6. Tennis Freshman
7. Golf Crusader Classic
8. Sports Photos

On the Inside

thetorch
Friday, September 20, 2019

volume 113 :: issue 4
six time winner of
college weekly of the year
2015 ICPA Newspaper of the year

Valparaiso University’s
Student Newspaper
www.valpotorch.com

Valparaiso University has 
implemented a new pro-
gram through a partnership 
with Hobsons, a company 
which is dedicated to helping  
college students succeed. This 
program, Starfish, can be found 
attached to student’s black-
board accounts. Starfish is ul-
timately a success network 
offered to students that has a 
variety of current advisors and 
instructors. 

The training for this program 
started in June. Currently there 
are 240 faculty and staff trained 
on how to use Starfish. 

“I had a great team of  
faculty and staff who gave  
advice for the sounding board. 
I’m really happy with how it 
turned out so far. It’s only the 

first phase though, so it can only 
improve from here,” said Andrea 
Welch, Valparaiso University’s 
executive director of student 
success.

Some faculty have already 
started implementing the new 
tool in their classes. 

“Faculty are loving it because 
its replacing a tool in data VU. 
Starfish is in real time and cre-
ates more efficiency, ” Welch 
said. 

Training on how to use the 
program has been focused 
mostly towards freshmen since 
they will be using it throughout 
all four years of being at Valpo. 
However, Welch will send out 
more emails with instructions 
on how to log in, use and com-
municate using Starfish. 

Starfish also has five key  
features. “Raise your hand” lets 
the student send a note to a 
w specific instructor. “I need 
help” lets a student contact an 
academic advisor for help. “I 
need help in a course” helps 
students select a course and 
ask the instructor a question. 
“I need help paying for col-
lege” puts students in con-
tact for financial aid and 
academic advisor. “I need  

spiritual direction” allows stu-
dents to contact Pastor Jim and 
Deaconess Kristin. 

These key features surpass 
any setting the faculty has set 
up previously. The message will 
go directly to their email even 
if they have their notifications 
turned off. There is also an op-
tion to call your instructor if you 
have an urgent question that 
must be answered immediately. 

“The reason we went with 
this company is because they’re 
very student centered. If a stu-
dent takes their time to raise 
their hand in the program, that 
should be a top priority,” Welch 
said. 

Students will see their  

dashboard when they log into 
Starfish. The dashboard will 
show their one card picture and  
student success network. 

“This program will help s 
upport students and keep them 
on track, which will ultimately 
help them succeed in graduat-
ing.” Welch said.

Students can receive a  
“kudos” when an instructor 
wants to give them some words of  
encouragement for doing a 
good job. A fun addition is stu-
dents can see how many kudos 
they received in a semester on 
their dashboard.

“Students love the ku-
dos, some have even thanked  
faculty for them,” Welch said. 

She added that the program can  
incorporate positive  
encouragement between staff 
and students.

Starfish overall can help the 
faculty know where to send 
students for help the first time. 
This includes sending them to 
the campus resources they need 
without having to go through 
many different people to get 
there. It can also help students 
stay on top of things and easily 
ask for help when needed. 

If students have any more 
questions or concerns about 
Starfish they can email  
starfish@valpo.edu, which will 
put them in contact with the  
implementation team. 

Natalie Dowdy
natalie.dowdy@valpo.edu
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New program sparks interest, excitement

Professor works to design 
better battery

Assistant Chemistry Profes-
sor Paul Smith recently received 
government funding to contin-
ue his research on the batteries 
used in implantable cardiac de-

fibrillators (ICD) at Argonne Na-
tional Laboratory in Lemont, Ill. 

Smith describes the issues 
with the batteries that are cur-
rently available.

“The lead acid battery in your 
car is too heavy to do anything 
other than start your car. Your 
cell phone battery is designed 
to power your device and then 
recharge a lot. These are very 
expensive. If you have a battery, 
it’s engineered for some unique 
applications somewhere,” Smith 
said. 

He hopes to design a univer-
sal battery. 

“Technology is waiting for a 
battery to come along and make 
it successful. The challenge is, is 

there some overarching princi-
ple to design a battery that just 
works in general,” Smith said. 

Smith hopes to take what’s 
in the ICD and see how that can 
help battery design in general. 

“The practical aspect is see-
ing how it applies when the in-
side of your battery is very, very 
not harmful. It would be nice if 
when you open it up it would be 
just salt water,” Smith said. 

He will conduct this research 
at Argonne National Lab with 
his research students. 

“The US government has a 
handful of cutting edge research 
facilities distributed throughout 
the US that are free for research 
groups all across the US to use. 

You need to write a proposal 
and get it peer reviewed in order 
to work there,” Smith said. 

Smith submitted his research 
proposal to Argonne over the 
summer.

“We’re doing well estab-
lished ICD battery research 
that’s something they’re usually 
very interested in. Argonne is 
very interested in energy stor-
age,” Smith said. 

Smith and his research team 
made a few batteries at Valpo 
and then sent in their results 
to Argonne. Both Valpo and the 
Indiana Academy of Science 
provided funds for the battery 
materials before Smith gained 
access to Argonne laboratories. 

Smith is optimistic about his 
results so far and hopes that 
the lab will provide him and his 
students the opportunity to use 
really advanced equipment and 
see trends in the trial data.

“We’re watching what is 
happening and what has hap-
pened to our battery material 
before and after our battery op-
erates. We’re taking really, real-
ly zoomed in pictures to get an 
idea, not just what the battery 
surface looks like afterwards, 
but what the elements look like 
and where the elements are,” 
Smith said. 

Smith and his research stu-
dents are trying to come up with 
alternatives for having a lot of 
silver in the battery as it is very 
expensive.

“If we don’t put in silver it 
drives down the cost. Can I 
show convincingly that I don’t 
need all of it or much less than 
I do now? Substituting this ex-
pensive element might not be 
a possibility or we need a very 
good alternative,” Smith said.

Smith was motivated to come 
to Valpo because of the oppor-
tunities it provides students and 
hopes that working in the lab 
will provide even more opportu-
nities for his research students.

 “A cool component to your 
undergraduate education is to 
get to see a national lab as not 
everyone can do so, particularly 
schools that are not as teaching 
focused as Valpo. Other schools 
are using trained personnel to 
do research there,” Smith said. 

Smith encourages any stu-
dents interested in participating 
in his research to contact him. 
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