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Upson 

ESPLOST 

Final Vote 

March 21 
      Advance voting for the 
education special purpose 
local option sales tax at 
Thomaston-Upson Civic 
Center ends at 5 p.m. Friday, 
March 17. SPLOST “special 
election” day is Tuesday, 
March 21. 
      Voters are asked to de-

T-U Sports 

HOF Banquet 

Set Saturday 
      The 2023 Thomaston-
Upson Sports Hall of Fame 
banquet will be held at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, March 18 at the T-
U Civic Center, ending a two-
year hiatus because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
      Inductees will include 
nine individuals, one team, 
and a Merit Award honoree. 
Tickets to attend are $25, 
which includes dinner and 
entertainment, along with 
the induction ceremony. 
      “I assure you that, if you 
attend, you will enjoy the 
evening and leave saying that 
it was worth your time and 
money,” said Jim Fowler, T-
U HOF Board of Directors.

Town Hall on 

Sign Ordinance 

Set March 21 
       A town hall meeting will 
be held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 21, to gauge feedback 
from city residents concern-
ing amendments to Thomas-
ton’s sign ordinance. 
       City officials will explain 
requirements and answer 
questions for one hour prior 
to the regularly scheduled, 7 
p.m. council meeting. 
       The town hall, open to 
the public, will be held in the 
city-county meeting room on 
the main floor of 106 East 
Lee Street in Thomaston.

139 Local Layoffs Announced
84 at Dart Container, 55 at Standard Textile

      Dart Container Corporation 
(Solo) announced last week that ef-
fective Monday, March 13, 84 em-
ployees at the Thomaston plant will 
be laid off due to “dramatic de-
creases in [product] demand.” 

      In addition, the plant will move 
from a 24/7 operation to 24 hours, 
five days a week. 
      Solo sent a WARN letter (dated 
March 9), Georgia’s Worker Ad-
justment and Retention Notifica-
tion, to Thomaston Mayor J.D. 
Stallings in compliance with state 
regulations on mass layoffs. 
      Postitions affected by the mass 

layoff include 19 inspector packers, 
26 machine operators, nine main-
tenance mechanics, nine forklift 
operators, three janitors, three 
quality control techs, six utility 
workers, one clerical assistant, one 
dispatcher, one field support tech-
nician, one lead shipping, one parts 
room attendent, one product safety 
specailist, one production supervi-

sor, and one OM manager. 
      Those who were affected will be 
compensated and retain benefits 
for 60 days. The company is also 
providing 60 days of outplacement 
job services.  
      Standard Textile also an-
nounced layoffs last week, indicat-
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From left are Upson EMC President Neal Trice, WYT Alternate Lizzie Stewart, Hubert Hancock 

Leadership Award Recipient Mayah Fry, and ThomastonUpson Chamber of Commerce Pres
ident Madison Ruttinger. Courtesy of T‐U Chamber

Mayah Fry Receives Hubert  

Hancock Leadership Award
Chamber Hosts YLU Graduation Ceremony

     On Wednesday, March 8, Mayah Fry 
was announced the winner of Upson 
EMC’s Hubert Hancock Leadership 
Award and will participate in a week-

long trip to D.C. for the Washington 
Youth Tour. 
     The announcement came during the 
graduation ceremony for the Thomas-
ton-Upson Chamber of Commerce’s 
Youth Leadership Upson Class of 2023. 
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Cost for City 

Trash Service to 

Increase in ‘24 
GFL to Council: ‘We’re Paying You 

Right Now to Pick up Your Garbage’

      GFL Environmental offi-
cials told Thomaston City 
Council members Friday 
that city residents can ex-
pect a price increase for gar-
bage and trash service in 
2024. The unanswered 
question is, “How much?” 
      The current contract ex-
pires Jan. 1, 2024, and GFL 
is handling “more trash 
than we’ve ever seen,” ac-
cording to the area facility 
manager. “There are more 
people moving here, Thom-
aston is growing rapidly, 
and we’re delivering new 
carts every day.” 
      According to Chad Ed-
wards, general manager for 
South Georgia, GFL has ex-

perienced increases associ-
ated with providing garbage 
and trash pickup and dis-
posal, particularly for res-
idential service. 
      “So we’re in store for a 
substantial increase when 
the contract expires? Coun-
cilman Ryan Tucker asked. 
“Does that sum it up?” 
      “Yes sir,” Edwards re-
plied. 
      “We’re paying you right 
now to pick up your garbage 
– literally,” Edwards con-
tinued. “That is no exagger-
ation. And it’s a significant 
number. We’re at an im-
passe. We have to do some-
thing.” 
      Edwards said to con-
tinue providing the service 
as currently offered, GFL 
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City to Pursue 

Two Downtown 

Upgrade Plans 
$1 Million Multi-Use Facility, 
$15,000 Food Truck Court 

City Garbage & Trash Service Could Change

      Council members viewed potential designs last week 
for a proposed multi-use farmers’ market facility and 
voiced approval to move forward with a proposed food 
truck court to be located between United Bank and 
Piggly Wiggly. 
      Trey Gavin, senior vice president and partner with 
ESG Engineering, presented an open-air design for the 
multi-use facility under consideration for the corner of 
East Gordon and Hightower Streets, estimated to cost 
between $900,000 and $1 million. 
      The 54-foot by 120-foot pavilion style structure 
shown to council featured a large fireplace at one end, 
detached bathrooms and storage, courtyards, and a pos-
sible concession area to create a “farmers’ market feel,” 
Gavin said. 
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Thompson Recommends 
Scheduling Bulk Pick-ups, 
Bagging Inert Yard Waste

      City Manager Russell 
Thompson told council 
members last week he will 
recommend changes to cur-
rent garbage and trash serv-
ice provided to Thomaston 
residents by GFL Environ-
mental. 
      GFL officials requested 
to be placed on the agenda 
of a special called meeting 
with Mayor J.D. Stallings 
and council to discuss the 
company’s contract with the 
city. 
      “I am in agreement with 
the garbage contractor… to 
move away from a ‘Set any-

thing you want on the side 
of the street’ standard to 
still offering that as a serv-
ice, at no additional charge, 
but you have to call and 
schedule it,” Thompson said 
during council’s March 7 
meeting. 
      Residents would be re-
quired to call GFL to sched-
ule pickup of large items 
unable to fit into a standard 
garbage receptacle. 
      Thompson said a “call-in 
list” would streamline the 
collection process and pro-
vide more efficiency. It also 
would allow city code en-
forcement officers to ticket 
residents who do not 
comply, he added. 
      “My overall goal… is to 

get junk off the side of city 
streets,” Thompson told 
council. “We’re inviting cit-
izens to litter the sides of 
our streets as much as they 
want, as frequently as they 
want, every day.” 
      In addition to sched-
uling pickup of large items 
including furniture, mat-
tresses, appliances, and hot 
water heaters, the city man-
ager said he will suggest 
bagging of yard waste, in-
cluding leaves and grass 
clippings. 
      “The other recommen-
dation is going to be for 
inert material to be bagged. 
Leaves, grass, whatever… 
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Griffin Woman Indicted for Forging Upson Zoning Department Document 
      Georgia Attorney Gen-
eral Chris Carr’s office re-
cently announced that 
Tameika Caslin, 46, of Grif-
fin, has been indicted on one 
count of forgery in the first 
degree. 
      Caslin is alleged to have 
submitted to the Georgia 
Department of Early Care 

and Learning, an altered 
letter purporting to be from 
the Upson County Building 
and Zoning Department, as 
part of an application to 
open a child care center. 
      “DECAL has specific 
guidelines in place for those 
seeking to open a place of 
care for our youngest 

learners, and it is imperative 
that all Georgians are honest 
and transparent throughout 
this application process,” 
AG Carr said. “Anyone who 
attempts to cut corners 
through fraudulent or de-
ceptive means will be held 
accountable for their ac-
tions. 

      “We will leave no stone 
unturned when it comes to 
ensuring the health and 
well-being of Georgia’s chil-
dren,” he continued, “and 
we appreciate our local and 
state partners for working 
with us on this case.” 
      The AG’s Public Integrity 
and White Collar Crime Unit 

presented evidence to a Ful-
ton County Grand Jury, re-
sulting in Caslin’s 
indictment on Feb. 14. The 
case was investigated by the 
Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral, with assistance from 
Upson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Spalding County 
Sheriff’s Office 

Archives, UHS 

WWII Exhibition 

Opens Saturday 
       Coming this Saturday, 
March 18, the Thomaston-
Upson Archives and Upson 
Historical Society will hold a 
grand opening event for their 
combined “Thomaston Goes 
to War… On the Homefront” 
exhibition. The Thomaston-
Upson Chamber of Com-
merce will host ribbon 
cutting ceremonies at the ar-
chives at 2 p.m. and the PWS 
Home at 3 p.m. 
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