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Pizzazz hosts Youth Leadership Etiquette Class
and State history timeline, the areas of social manners,
Pizzazz by Nazz hosted 2019.
the Youth Leadeship’s EtiThe class began with which led to courses that dining, personal cleanliness
quette Class on January 21, a review of the County taught proper etiquette in and hand sanitation.
Afterwards, students par-

ticipated in a three-course
Many thanks to our commeal demonstration to put pere Nazzareth Thornton,
their learned skills to the owner of Pizzazz by Naz,
test.
See CLASS Page 9

AL Probate Judge and
Chief Clerk orientation held
By Kim Adams Graham

The Alabama Probate
Judges and Chief Clerks'
orientation was held in Tuscaloosa at the Alabama Law
Institute on January 22 - 25,
2019. Probate Judge James
E. Tatum and Chief Clerk
Elaine Tarver attended the
orientation. The orientation
gives Probate Judges and
Chief Clerks a snapshot of

resources.
Topics studied were Licensing reports, Mental Illness, Mental commitments,
Guardianship,
Conservatorship, Tags, Adoptions,
Wills, Estates, Eminent Domain and Elections.
The Ethics laws were also
covered. Judge Tatum stated, “This class is offered every six years. This class was

the beginning of a three and
a half year curriculum.”
Upon completion, Tatum
and Tarver will receive a
Certificate in Probate Law.
Tarver stated, “I was excited to be able to attend the
orientation. The information offered will help me in
performing my duties at the
Bullock County Judge of
Probate Office."

Youth Leadership students participating in Meal Demonstration.

Merritt School lease discussed
By Felicia Farnsworth
Mildred
Whittington,
Midway Mayor, as well
as Midway Council members met with the Bullock
County School Board on
Wednesday, January 30,
2019 to discuss their threeyear Merritt Elementary
School lease.
The original lease was
done for only three years
to allow Midway to end the
lease if they were unable to
obtain renovation funding;
however, Midway recently
received two grants to begin
the restoration.
One grant for $200,000
from Delta Regional Authority is specifically earmarked to build a Medical
Center within the main
building and an ADECA
grant for $250,000 is for the
restoration of the rest of the
building which will be used
for recreational and educational purposes.
The present lease contains a clause that would allow the Board of Education
to give a 90 days’ notice prior to canceling the lease and
regaining the property. Because Midway has received
the necessary funding, they
want to draft a new lease
before to the old lease ex-

piration date in December,
2019.
Both parties agree that a
new lease should be in place
before the renovation starts.
Advising them was Attorney Elizabeth Smithart who
discussed the need to have a
permanent lease drawn up
to help solidify the medical center’s business in the
community.
The town of Midway has
worked very hard to solicit
donations as well as grants.

They have already received
an RC&D grant for new
plumbing and an Extension
Agency grant for a community garden.
The buildings were desecrated by vandalism and
volunteers have worked diligently to clean the building
and ready it for construction
crews.
Additionally, the Merritt School Foundation, es- Elaine Tarver was sworn-in as Bullock County's Judge of Probate Office, Chief Clerk,
tablished recently, is now recently. Her niece Ranita Holmes held the Bible while Judge James E. Tatum adminisSee SCHOOL Page 8

tered the Oath of Office.

Novella Woodfaulk Scott poses with the current Union Springs City Council, her brother Courtney Woodfaulk, and Faye Gaston who spoke of Ms.
Scott's contributions as the first black woman to achieve four big accomplishments at this City Council meeting in February 2019, "Black History
Month". Left to right, Mayor Saint T. Thomas, Jr., Brian Agnew, Deborah Milan, Earl Hinson, Novella Woodfaulk Scott, Courtney Woodfaulk, Faye
Gaston and Stan "Chilly" Cook. (Photo by Midge Putnam)

Novella Woofaulk Scott recognized at City Council Meeting
By Faye Gaston

February is "Black History Month". Tonight we recognize Novella Woodfaulk
Scott for her accomplishments in four categories.
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(#1) She was the first
Black woman to serve on the
Union Springs City Council. The Mayor then was
Durden Dean. She remembers that members of the

If your last name begins with A or D, you should
renew your tag this month. To better assist you, bring
your current insurance card, driver's license and tag
receipt.Probate Judge James E. Tatum

City Council were Randy
Priori, Randy Hall, Dr. Kruger and Novella. She served
on the street committee
and the police committee.
She introduced the motion
for three days free garbage
pickup to help those unable
to pay. She introduced ceremonies for street workers to
receive awards and certifi-

cates for outstanding work.
(#2) On her full-time job
she was the first Black peer
support specialist for mental
health for homeless veterans
and female veterans. She
did not run for City Council
again because of conflict of
time with her full-time employment.
(#3) She was the first

Black clerk in the Bullock
County Probate Office and
later became Chief Clerk.
She worked there for ten
years. The Probate Judge
was Jerry Green.
(#4) The was the first
Black selected for the "Secretary of Diversity Inclusion
Excellence Award" in 2011
See MEETING Page 8

How to reach us: 324 Ellis Street, Union Springs, AL 36089 • Phone (334) 738-2360 • Fax (800) 738-6860 • Email news@unionspringsherald.com • Website unionspringsherald.com

