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Municipal Elections to be held August 25, 2020
By Faye Gaston

On August 25, 2020, the
City of Union Springs will
hold elections for the Mayor and City Council. July 7,
2020, was the official date
to begin qualifying to be on
the ballot.
The last day to qualify is
July 21, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.
The current mayor gives a
notice of the election and
must file a list of qualified

voters with the clerk. Once
the notice is published by
the mayor, candidates may
begin qualifying at Union
Springs City Hall.
As of July 14, 2020, the
following have qualified to
be on the municipal election
ballot for Union Springs.
Candidates for Mayor are
Roderick Clark, Deborah
Hicks Milan, and Nazareth
Reynolds Thornton. The

current Mayor is Saint T.
Thomas, Jr. Qualifying for
Place #1 is Justin Faulk. The
current councilman is Earl
Hinson. No one has qualified for Place #2.
Stan “Chilly” Cooks is
the current councilman.
Qualifying for Place #3 is
Bertha Coleman Poe.
The current councilwoman is Deborah Hicks Milan.
Qualifying for Place #4 are

Pastor Savannah Fitzpatrick
receives Yard of the Month
Pastor Savannah Fitzpatrick’s yard was selected as Yard of the Month by
Union Springs Councilman Stan “Chilly” Cooks
for the month of July.
Pastor Fitzpatrick has
knock-out roses, confetti
lantana, watermelon red

crepe myrtle, a wheelbarrow full of petunias, ferns,
impatiens, begonias, elephant ears, sweet potato
vine plant, geraniums, and
caladiums.
Pastor Fitzpatrick said,
“I love gardening, it is
very therapeutic.”

She
ended
quoting
the scripture from Luke
12:27: Consider the lilies
how they grow: they toil
not, they spin not; and yet
I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of
these.

Louis Murray and Evelyn
Smart. The current councilman is Roderick Clark. No
one has qualified for Place
#5.
The current councilman
is Brian Agnew. Candidates must file a Statement
of Economic Interests form
with the Alabama Ethics
Commission in order to appear on the ballot.
If candidates have ques-

tions about the form, phone
334-242-2997.
July 26, 2020, is the last
date to establish residency
in Union Springs to vote in
this election, and it is the
first day to display sample
ballots.
Polls must be open from
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on
August 25, 2020.
On September 1, 2020,
commencing at noon, the

City Council must canvass
the election results.
If a candidate receives a
majority of the votes, the
council issues a certificate
of election.
If no candidate receives
a majority, the council will
order a run-off election. The
newly elected mayor and
five council members will
take office on November 2,
2020.

Elect
Roderick Clark
for Mayor

Pastor Savannah Fitzpatrick’s yard was selected as Yard of the Month by Union Springs
Councilman Stan “Chilly” Cooks for the month of July.

If your last name
begins with P or L
you should renew
your tag this month.
To better assist you,
bring your current
insurance card,
driver's license
and tag receipt.

Probate Judge
James E. Tatum

Coronavirus Status
• Confirmed cases in Bullock County - 380
• Deaths in Bullock County - 10
• New cases in the last seven days
in Bullock County- 12
• Total tested in Bullock County - 1,471
• Confirmed cases in Alabama - 56,441
• Deaths in Alabama - 1,136
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Paid political advertisement by Roderick Clark

Historical Marker erected at Aberfoil School

The historical sign reads:
ABERFOIL SCHOOL
BULLOCK COUNTY

08833 01866

"The Future is NOW."
Time for a Change!

Source: Alabama Department of Public Health as of July 14, 2020

A historical marker was
erected on March 19, 2020,
by Aberfoil Junior High
School Community Center.
The committee members
were Evergreen Freeman,
Jessie Borders, Billie Hazzard, and Wille Lee McGhee.
The committee of “Save
the Aberfoil Junior High
School” would like to take
this opportunity to thank the
Alumni that so generously
supported this important effort. The initial plans were
to have a formal dedication,
but due to Covid-19 plans
have been delayed until further notice.
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Vote - August 25, 2020

In 1890, Reverend C. H.
Thornton donated 10 acres
of land where he organized
a church and the first public
school for African Americans in the Aberfoil community. The first school

structure was a one room
log cabin. Rev. Thornton’s
wife, Amanda Thornton,
served as the first teacher.
The school year lasted for
three months and grades 1
through 3 were taught. In
1905, the school was expanded to include students
to the 6th grade under the
leadership of Professor Ernest Mahone. In 1927, the
county took over control of
the school.
In 1936, Ms. Tessie Oilver served as unofficial
superintendent of the African-American schools in
the county. During this time
the professors were Annie
Pruitt, Carrie Townsend,
Sallie Olgetree, and Evelyn
Crawford. In 1939, Aberfoil School was rebuilt and
grades 1 through 10 were
taught here.
The community offered
local support, especially by
the men who had recently
returned home from serving

in WWII.
Students used the classrooms during the day and
veterans during the evening
hours, with teachers giving
their time to teach them. In
1952,
African-American
schools in the county were
consolidated.
Buses transported students in grades 11 and 12 to
Perote High School in Perote, Alabama. In May 1961,
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. visited the school
to encourage the local residents to become active in
the Civil Rights Movement.
The school and the adjoining church were the only locations in Bullock County
visited by Dr. King.
In 1964, Aberfoil Junior
High School was closed
due to integration. All students were bused to various
schools according to where
they lived.
From 1964 to 1978, the
school was used as the adult

education center, which was
supported by the federal
government through Tuskegee Institute.
From 1978 to 1986, a preschool operated in the building. This building is one of
the few surviving examples
of a rural African-American

school in Bullock County. It
is now used as the Aberfoil
Community Center.
Listed in the Alabama
Register of Landmarks and
Heritage, March 24, 2005.
Marker erected in 2020 by
the Aberfoil Junior High
School Community Center.

Aberfoil Junior High School Alumni erected a historical
marker on March 19, 2020.
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