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State-wide mask order extended
By Faye Gaston

Alabama Governor Kay
Ivey and State Health Officer Dr. Scott Harris held
a joint press conference
on Wednesday, December
9, 2020, to announce the
"Safer-at-Home" order was
to expire on December 11,
2020, has been extended until January 22, 2021, at 5:00
p.m. with no alterations.
The state-wide mask
mandate is effective for another six weeks. The statewide order replaces all local
mask rules to provide a uniform, state-wide rule.
Individuals are required
to wear a mask, or other facial covering, when in public and in close contact with
other people.

Businesses have the right
to deny entry to people not
wearing a facial mask. A
mask should be worn when
within six feet of someone
from another household in
an outdoor public place, or
in an indoor public space
with ten or more people,
and in a vehicle operated by
a transportation service.
Noting that other states
are re-imposing restrictions
on businesses, Governor
Ivey pledged she would not
do that.
She said, "Since May,
my team and I have never
seriously discussed another
lockdown on our businesses
and retailers."
Alabama currently has
the 18th highest infection

rate in the country. Virtually every state is reporting
surges in COVID-19, with
gatherings over the Thanksgiving holidays affecting
the numbers. It is believed
the numbers will further
increase due to the Christmas season and New Years.
Health officials warn people
in Alabama "to think twice
before going after that holiday hug."
Dr. Harris said, "We really are in a difficult time
right now in Alabama. This
is a very challenging time,
and we're looking at some
pretty dark days for the
foreseeable future." Hospitalizations currently are
about 500 more than the
previous peak in July, and

infections are rising.
He said, "We are seeing
about 3,000 new cases a
day for the past few days.
These are not backlogs or
data dumps, but these are
actually new cases for us.
Alabama has experienced
COVID-19 deaths roughly
equivalent to a 747 Jet crash
every month for the past ten
months."
Governor Ivey said,
"Y'all, I'm not trying to
be Governor MeMaw, as
some on social media have
called me. I'm simply trying to urge you to use the
common sense the good
Lord gave each of us. Even
though the vaccine delivery
is right around the corner,
we shouldn't lull ourselves

into complacency by thinking we're out of the woods
yet. To the contrary, these
are some of our darkest days
since COVID-19 became a

part of our daily conversations."
She urged wearing masks
and frequent hand-washings.

Governor Ivey extends mask order at press conference.

“As another holiday season approaches, the Bullock County High School family sends you their warmest wishes. May you find the true spirit of the season and may it fill your heart
with joy. Happy holidays.” - Principal Kelvin James

No tags are due for the
month of December.
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Bullock County will receive free vaccine soon
By Faye Gaston

On Monday, December
14, 2020, President Donald Trump made the following announcements. A
COVID-19 vaccine is now

being shipped to all states
and zip codes in America
through the Administration's partnership with Fed
Ex and UPS. The Governor
of each state will decide

Probate Judge James E. Tatum

where the Pfizer vaccine
will go first and who gets
it first . The Administration
recommends that the vaccine be administered first to
senior citizens, health care
workers, and first responders. The vaccine will be free
to all Americans. The FDA
has approved the Pfizer vaccine
President Trump calls this
monumental national project to save lives "Operation
Warp Speed". He called
this the greatest medical
manufacturing endeavor in
America's history. The administration approved $14
billion to accelerate the development of the vaccine.
One hundred million doses
have been produced with an

option of 500 million additional doses. It will save
millions of lives and end the
pandemic.
He
announced
this
See VACCINE Page 2

President Donald Trump
announces the Covid-19
vaccine is being shipped to
all states.
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Bullock County EMA Director Ray Scott said, "I
would like to acknowledge
Priscilla Ware for her contributions to the community
during COVID-19. She has
been providing care packages to senior citizen since
April. She has been funding
for the program with her
own personal finances. Let
me be the first to say thank
you and keep up the good
work."

• Confirmed cases in Bullock County - 733

• Deaths in Bullock County - 20
• New cases in the last seven days
in Bullock County - 14
The Union Springs High School Class of 1973 is sponsoring three families (children) for Christmas. The class
members take joy in giving others joy. The class is also
sponsoring Christmas dinner for four families. Class of
1973 wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year and continue to stay safe. May God continue to
bless each and every one of you.

• Total tested in Bullock County - 3,409
• Confirmed cases in Alabama - 301,533
• Deaths in Alabama - 4,124
Source: Alabama Department of Public Health as of December 15, 2020
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